
  
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
FOR:  City of Novi Zoning Board of Appeals             ZONING BOARD APPEALS DATE: April 13, 2021 
 
REGARDING:  1141 E Lake Drive, Parcel # 50-22-02-126-008 (PZ21-0013) 
 
BY:   Larry Butler, Deputy Director Community Development 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Applicant 
Daniel Murphy  
 
Variance Type 
Dimensional Variance 
 
Property Characteristics 
Zoning District:   Single Family Residential 
Location:   West of Novi Road and South of Fourteen Mile Road 
Parcel #:    50-22-02-126-008 
 
Request 
The applicant is requesting a variance from the City of Novi Zoning Ordinance Sections 3.32-10.ii. a, for 
the building of a proposed 160 square foot shed on the waterfront (100 square feet allowed by code, 
variance of 60 square feet). This property is zoned Single Family Residential (R-4). 
:   
 
 
 
 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals may take one of the following actions: 
 

1. I move that we grant the variance in Case No. PZ21-0013, sought by 
__________________________________________________________________________, for 
_________________________________________________ because Petitioner has shown practical 
difficulty requiring _____________________________________________________. 
 

(a) Without the variance Petitioner will be unreasonably prevented or limited with respect 
to use of the property because________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 

(b) The property is unique because_______________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 

(c) Petitioner did not create the condition because__________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 
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(d) The relief granted will not unreasonably interfere with adjacent or surrounding 

properties because_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 

(e) The relief if consistent with the spirit and intent of the ordinance because 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 

(f) The variance granted is subject to: 
 

1. ________________________________________________________________. 

2. ________________________________________________________________. 

3. ________________________________________________________________. 

4. ________________________________________________________________. 

 
2. I move that we deny the variance in Case No. PZ21-0013, sought by 

_____________________________________________________________________________, 
for_________________________________________________ because Petitioner has not shown 
practical difficulty requiring ______________________________________________________________. 

 
(a) The circumstances and features of the property 

including_____________________________________________ are not unique because they 
exist generally throughout the City. 

 
(b) The circumstances and features of the property relating to the variance request are 

self-created because_____________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 

 
(c) The failure to grant relief will result in mere inconvenience or inability to attain higher 

economic or financial return based on Petitioners statements that 
__________________________________. 

 
(d) The variance would result in interference with the adjacent and surrounding properties 

by______________________________________. 
 

(e) Granting the variance would be inconsistent with the spirit and intent of the ordinance 
to______________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________.  

 
Should you have any further questions with regards to the matter please feel free to contact me at 
(248) 347-0417. 
 
Larry Butler 
Deputy Director Community Development  
City of Novi 







Narrow lot size restrictions (48.1' x 61.8 ' x 42.7' x 54.8')
Property limitations:
- Busy public road & traffic 
- Narrow lot configuration 
- Distance from main house to storage unit is approximately 200ft 
- Exposure/accessible to sand bar crowds & boating activity

Request to place the storage unit/shed 0.6' from adjacent lot #8 to allow/maximize visibility 
from street & main house.   
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Property limitations:
- Busy public road & traffic 
- Narrow lot configuration 
- Distance from main house to storage unit is approximately 200ft 
- Exposure/accessible to sand bar crowds & boating activity

The dimensions of a 20-foot container are:
- Exterior Dimensions (in feet): 20’ long x 8’ wide x 8’ 6” high
- Interior Dimensions (in feet): 19’ 4” long x 7’ 9” wide x 7’ 10” high
- Usable Capacity: Approximately 160 sq ft

Property limitations
- Busy public road & traffic 
- Narrow lot configuration 
- Distance from main house to storage unit is approximately 200ft 
Exposure/accessible to sand bar crowds & boating activity
- Additional storage space to prevent further theft & damage to water equipment including kayaks, paddle boards, furniture, etc. 
User-friendly accommodations to assist our live-in and/or visitation from our elderly parents 
User-friendly accommodations for our children & pets
Sufficient shady areas to protect family members (with pre-existing skin conditions) from excessive sun exposure 

The storage unit/shed will be aesthetically pleasing utilzing the same exterior materials from the newly constructed home which will increase
the value of the property.  
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