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The Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) will review the application package and determine if 

the proposed Dimensional Variance meets the required standards for approval. In the 

space below, and on additional paper if necessary, explain how the proposed project 

meets each of the following standards. (Increased costs associated with complying with 

the Zoning Ordinance will not be considered a basis for granting a Dimensional 

Variance.) 
 

Standard #1.  Circumstances or Physical Conditions. 
Explain the circumstances or physical conditions that apply to the property that do not 

apply generally to other properties in the same zoning district or in the general vicinity. 

Circumstances or physical conditions may include: 

 
a. Shape of Lot. Exceptional narrowness, shallowness or shape of a specific property 

in existence on the effective date of the Zoning Ordinance or amendment. 

Describe below: 
 

 

 

 

 

OR 
 

b. Environmental Conditions. Exceptional topographic or environmental conditions or 

other extraordinary situations on the land, building or structure. Describe below: 
 

 

 

 

 

OR 

 

c. Abutting Property. The use or development of the property immediately adjacent 

to the subject property would prohibit the literal enforcement of the requirements 

of the Zoning Ordinance or would involve significant practical difficulties. Describe 

below: 
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Standard #2. Not Self-Created. 
Describe the immediate practical difficulty causing the need for the Dimensional 

Variance, that the need for the requested variance is not the result of actions of the 

property owner or previous property owners (i.e., is not self-created). 
 

 

 

 

 

Standard #3. Strict Compliance. 
Explain how the Dimensional Variance in strict compliance with regulations governing 

area, setback, frontage, height, bulk, density or other dimensional requirements will 

unreasonably prevent the property owner from using the property for a permitted 

purpose, or will render conformity with those regulations unnecessarily burdensome.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Standard #4. Minimum Variance Necessary. 
Explain how the Dimensional Variance requested is the minimum variance necessary to 

do substantial justice to the applicant as well as to other property owners in the district. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Standard #5. Adverse Impact on Surrounding Area. 
Explain how the Dimensional Variance will not cause  an adverse impact on surrounding 

property, property values, or the use and enjoyment of property in the neighborhood or 

zoning district.  
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