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A 75-year-old woman was walking across a Milford
Township road after checking her mailbox and a 24-
year-old driver was trying to readjust some items in
her passenger seat when, according to police, a hit-
and-run incident happened.

The older woman continues to recover from two
broken bones and an internal bleed at a rehab facility,

Detective Chris Lipari said.
The younger woman, a White Lake Township resi-

dent, could get charged with leaving the scene of a
crash and causing serious injury, depending on a re-
view by the Oakland County Prosecutor’s Offi�ce, Lipari
added.

The hit-and-run incident happened at about 6:30
p.m. Jan. 28 on Duck Lake Road, between Commerce
Street and Cooley Lake Road.

A black Jeep Wrangler was suspected and Milford

police sought tips on social media, noting the vehicle
was missing a large portion of the driver-side fender
fl�are, which was painted black.

Lipari said tips started coming in. Then an attorney
called to say they were representing the driver. She ap-
parently had known she struck something but not
what.

Lipari said the woman had been a distracted driver.
Drugs and alcohol reportedly were not involved.

svela@hometownlife.com; 248-303-843

Milford police ID woman in hit and run
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com
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Arriving before sun-
rise Feb. 11 at Kensington
Metropark, the fi�rst thing
I noticed was how still it
is. 

Nothing seemed to be
moving. and with tem-
peratures below 10 de-
grees and only a slight
breeze, the entirety of the
park – four-legged crea-
tures, birds, trees, and
lakes – seemed frozen in
an understandably rigid
pose.

The 4,400-acre park
lies off� Interstate 96 be-
tween Milford and Ken-
sington roads. Its main
feature is Kent Lake, part
of an impoundment of
the Huron River system,
which meanders through
the park’s center and oc-
cupies much of its total
area.

While the park is pop-
ulated in spring, summer
and fall with hikers, bik-
ers, boaters, fi�shers, bird
watchers and swimmers,
in winter it’s not exactly
bustling. In the nearly
four hours I spent there
driving and hiking about,
I saw less than a dozen
people.

The park’s non-human
inhabitants, while not ev-
erywhere or obvious to
the eyes, are part of the
landscape once you let
things settle in. Moments
into the park, I noticed a
whitetail deer in the for-
est near the road. And
then another one and
then – well, I guess half a
dozen of them were hang-
ing out until they noticed
me noticing them.

With a wiggle of their
tails, they bolted across
Huron River Parkway to
the deeper forest for for-
age or a snooze, or both.

After my deer encoun-
ter, I drove to the west
side of Kent Lake to its
Maple Beach area to see

what I could record on my
Nikon camera. And even
though it was now past
7:30 a.m. and the sun was
coming up, the only thing
moving was nearby I-96’s
steady stream of com-
muters. The forest was
still, the lake was frozen
and I could see nobody
else within a mile. A few
moments of a winter’s
quiet solitude is OK in my
books. 

The rest of my morn-
ing was spent making
photographs with my Ni-
kon d750. Not too many –
just 570 digital fi�les over
the next few hours. If
there was one overarch-
ing theme to the photos, it
was that shadows were
part of everything I
framed.

This time of year, with
the light coming in cold
and harsh, there were
shadows on the snow
where rabbits and deer
had run about; shadows
ridging the bark of oak
trees slowly warmed by
the sun; and shadows
cast on the cardinals
perched on a barren tam-
arack tree, cast by nearby
branches.

On my way out of the
park I stopped near Ken-
sington’s Nature Center
on its west side, a popular
stop for bird watchers.
Nearby trails and a
boardwalks lead to the
popular heron rookery –
its feathered friends
won’t visit until April or
so. I hit the trails with my
telephoto lens looking for

smaller winged friends.
I soon found dozens of

birds fl�itting about the
forest and frozen swamp
area: cardinals, northern
juncos, chickadees, blue-
jays, downy woodpeckers
and fi�eld sparrows.
Jumping from branch to
branch, hopping about
the snow-covered trails
and fl�ying overhead, the
tiny creatures proved
that the park remains de-
cidedly alive, even in the
midst of winter.

John Heider, staff� pho-
tographer, can be reached
at jheider@hometown-
life.com or 734-972-6545.

Winter’s chill
at Kensington
Metropark

John Heider
Hometownlife.com
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A whitetail deer bounds through the forest of
Kensington Metropark in Milford just before sunrise
Feb. 11.

A male cardinal perches
in the branches of a
tamarack tree near the
park’s nature center.

A small spring seeping
from Wildwing Lake is
the only unfrozen water
on Kent Lake near the
nature center.

The rising sun peeks over the horizon about 7:30 a.m. Feb. 11 at Kensington Metropark.
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CITY OF NOVI
NOTICE OF MEETING

OF MARCH 2021 BOARD OF REVIEW

Notice is hereby given that the March Board of Review shall convene for the Organizational
Meeting at 9:00 a.m. EST, Tuesday, March 2nd, 2021 in the Event Quarter Room/Civic
Center at 45175W.Ten Mile Road for the purpose of reviewing and correcting the assessment
roll. Appointments are not taken at this meeting.

Notice is further given that the second session of the Board of Review will meet for
the purpose of hearing and considering assessment appeals in the Event Quarter
Room at 45175 W. Ten Mile Road on March 8, 9 and 10, 2021.

If you or your representative want to appeal in person, you are strongly encouraged
to come into the assessing department on or before 5:00 p.m. EST, Friday, March 5,
2021 in order to schedule an appointment to ensure your time before the Board of
Review. Appearances before the Board of Review are limited to five (5) minutes or
less. Petitions are available at the Assessor’s Office or at www.cityofnovi.org.

NO APPOINTMENTS WILL BE GIVEN UNTIL A PETITION IS RECEIVED BY THE
ASSESSING DEPARTMENT.

Written Appeals: Letters of protest will be accepted on or before 3:00 p.m. EST, Tuesday,
March 9, 2021. Postmarks will not be considered. When submitting a letter of protest
for the Board of Review consideration, you must attach a completed petition along with any
supporting information.

All agents protesting values on property other than their own MUST HAVE written
authorization from each property owner they are representing.

Persons on fixed or limited income may be eligible for a reduction in property taxes due to
poverty.Applications are available at the Assessing Department, or at www.cityofnovi.org.Any
questions should be directed to the Assessing Department at (248) 347-0485.

BOARD OF REVIEW SCHEDULE

Monday, March 8, 2021 - 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Event Quarter Room
Tuesday, March 9, 2021 - 1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Event Quarter Room

Wednesday, March 10, 2021 - 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Event Quarter Room

Located in the Civic Center, 45175 West Ten Mile Road Novi, MI 48375.

In accordance with the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, January 22,
2021 Gatherings and Face Mask Order, face masks are required.

Cortney Hanson
CITY CLERK
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CITY OF NOVI
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

(REMOTE MEETING)
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Novi will hold a Public Hearing on the use
of Community Development Block Grant Funds. The Hearing will be held Monday, March
8, 2021 at 7:00 p.m., EST, electronically as authorized under the Open Meetings Act, MCL
15.261, ET SEQ., as amended, for the purpose of hearing public comments on the Community
Development Block Grant Program Year 2018 reprogramming of funds as follows:

Existing (from) – 2018 Program Year
Activity Number 732185
Activity Description Youth Services
Amount $6,006.50

Proposed (to) – 2018 Program Year
Activity Number 730898
Activity Description Home Improvement Program
Amount $6,006.50

All interested citizens are requested to attend this Hearing. Comments will also
be received in writing or in person at the City Clerk’s Office, 45175 Ten Mile Road, Novi,
Michigan 48375, until 5:00 p.m., March 8, 2021. Arrangements to reasonably accommodate
special needs, including handicap accessibility or interpreter will be made upon receiving
72-hour advance notice. Contact the City Clerk, Cortney Hanson at 248-347-0456 for special
services.

CORTNEY HANSON,
CITY CLERK
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Tour Our Convenient Locations

Tired of working from home?
AmeriCenters provides fully-furnished, fully-serviced workspace.
Flexible office solutions ideal for small businesses, entrepreneurs,
remote-working professionals, and enterprise organizations.

 Company Owned Buildings
 PrivateWindowed Offices
 Single-Story Building

 24/7 Access
 Flexible Lease Terms
 Virtual Office Plans

(800) 446-4444
www.americenters.com

AmeriCenter of Franklin/Southfield
26677West Twelve Mile Road

Southfield, MI 48304

AmeriCenter of Bloomfield
7West Square Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

AmeriCenter of Novi
28175 Haggerty Road

Novi, MI 48377

AmeriCenter of Livonia
39111 Six Mile Road
Livonia, MI 48152

AmeriCenter of Troy
200 East Big Beaver Road

Troy, MI 48083


