
  
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
FOR:  City of Novi Zoning Board of Appeals       ZONING BOARD APPEALS DATE:  November 14, 2023 
 
REGARDING:  48600 Grand River Avenue, Parcel # 50-22-17-126-012 (PZ23-0051) 
 
BY:   Alan Hall, Deputy Director Community Development 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Applicant 
The Goddard School of Novi 
  
Variance Type 
Sign Variance 
 
Property Characteristics 
Zoning District:   This property is zoned General Business (B-3) 
 
Location:   north of Grand River Avenue, east of Wixom Road 
 
Parcel #:    50-22-17-126-012 
 
Request  
The applicant is requesting variances from the City of Novi Sign Ordinance Section 28-5(b)(1)a to 
allow four wall signs (maximum of one wall sign allowed, variance of three signs); to allow a 129.5 sq. 
ft. wall sign (maximum allowed is 75.95 sq. ft., a variance of 53.55 sq. ft.). This property is zoned 
General Business (B-3). 
 
:   
 
The applicant, Goddard School, is seeking a variance to allow (3) additional signs.  
On December 13, 2016, the property was granted approval for (2) wall signs and (1) ground sign. 
The applicant is now removing one of the existing wall signs, removing the message board from the 
ground monument sign, and would like to add (3) new wall signs in total. Two of these wall signs will 
be on the south façade facing Grand River Ave. and the other wall sign will be on the north façade 
facing 12-Mile Road. The (2) new wall signs on the south façade (logo sign and lettering) together add 
up to 129.5 SF which exceeds the maximum size for a wall sign and requires an additional variance.  
 
 

 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

STAFF REPORT 
 

I. GENERAL INFORMATION: 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 
45175 Ten Mile Road 
Novi, MI 48375 
(248) 347-0415 Phone 
(248) 735-5600 Facsimile 
www.cityofnovi.org 
 

II. STAFF COMMENTS: 
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The Zoning Board of Appeals may take one of the following actions: 
 
I move that we grant the variance in Case No. PZ23-0051, sought by The Goddard School of Novi, 
for ________________________________ because Petitioner has shown practical difficulty including 
______________________requiring  _______________________on the basis of any of the following: 
 

a. That the request is based upon circumstances or features that are exceptional and 
unique to the property and do not result from conditions that exist generally in the city 
or that are self-created including ___________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________. 

 
b. That the failure to grant relief will unreasonably prevent or limit the use of the 

property and will result in substantially more than mere inconvenience or inability to 
attain a higher economic or financial return because ____________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________. 

 
c. That the grant of relief would be offset by other improvements or actions, such as 

increased setbacks or increased landscaping, such that the net effect will result in an 
improvement of the property or the project __________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________. 

 
d. That construction of a conforming sign would require the removal or significant 

alteration of natural features on the property because__________________________  
______________________________________________________________________. 

 
e. the grant of relief will not result in a use or structure that is incompatible with or 

unreasonably interferes with adjacent or surrounding properties, will result in 
substantial justice being done to both the applicant and adjacent or surrounding 
properties, and is not inconsistent with the spirit and intent of this chapter 
because________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________. 

 
The variance granted is subject to: 

 
1.      ________________________________________________________________. 
2. ________________________________________________________________. 
3. ________________________________________________________________. 
4. ________________________________________________________________. 
 
 

III. RECOMMENDATION: 



Zoning Board of Appeals    November 14, 2023      
The Goddard School of Novi  Page 3 of 3 
Case # PZ23-0051 
 
   

 

 
I move that we deny the variance in Case No. PZ23-0051, sought by The Goddard School of Novi, 
for_________________________________________________ because Petitioner has not shown 
practical difficulty because: ____________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________. 
 

a. That the request is based upon circumstances or features that are not exceptional 
and/or  unique to the property and/or that result from conditions that exist generally 
in the city or that are self-created including ___________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________. 

 
b. That the failure to grant relief will not unreasonably prevent or limit the use of the 

property and/or will not result in substantially more than mere inconvenience or 
inability to attain a higher economic or financial return because __________________  
______________________________________________________________________. 

 
c. That the grant of relief would not be offset by other improvements or actions, such as 

increased setbacks or increased landscaping, such that the net effect will not result in 
an improvement of the property or the project ________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________. 

 
d. That construction of a conforming sign would not require the removal or significant 

alteration of natural features on the property because__________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________. 

 
e. the grant of relief will  result in a use or structure that is incompatible with or 

unreasonably interferes with adjacent or surrounding properties, will not result in 
substantial justice being done to both the applicant and adjacent or surrounding 
properties, and is inconsistent with the spirit and intent of this chapter 
because________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________. 

 
Should you have any further questions with regards to the matter please feel free to contact me at 
(248) 347-0423. 
 
Alan Hall – Deputy Director Community Development - City of Novi 











Area= 25 sq. ft.

This is an original, unpublished drawing by Select Sign Co., Inc. It is for your personal use, in conjunction
with a project being planned for you by Select Sign Co.  It is not to be shown to anyone outside of your
organization nor is it to be used, reproduced, copied or exhibited in any fashion.
Use of this design or the salient elements of this design in any sign done by any other company, without the
express written permission of Select Sign, is forbidden by law and carries a civil forfeiture of up to 25% of the
purchase price of the sign.

SELECT SIGN will endeavor to closely match colors, including PMS, where specified.  We cannot guarantee
exact matches due to varying compatibility of surface materials and paints used.  All sizes and dimensions
are illustrated for client's conception of project and are not to be understood as being exact size or
exact scale.
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Custom channel cabinet w/3/16” white
acrylic face, translucent blue vinyl graphics
to match PMS 295C, 5” .040 aluminum returns
with 1” jewelite trimcap all painted Goddard Blue.
LED illumination, UL label included.
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Area= 129.5 sq. ft.

This is an original, unpublished drawing by Select Sign Co., Inc. It is for your personal use, in conjunction
with a project being planned for you by Select Sign Co.  It is not to be shown to anyone outside of your
organization nor is it to be used, reproduced, copied or exhibited in any fashion.
Use of this design or the salient elements of this design in any sign done by any other company, without the
express written permission of Select Sign, is forbidden by law and carries a civil forfeiture of up to 25% of the
purchase price of the sign.

SELECT SIGN will endeavor to closely match colors, including PMS, where specified.  We cannot guarantee
exact matches due to varying compatibility of surface materials and paints used.  All sizes and dimensions
are illustrated for client's conception of project and are not to be understood as being exact size or
exact scale.
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Custom channel letter set, Individually mounted.
3/16” white acrylic faces with white outline 
around each letter to enhance visibility.
5” .040 aluminum returns painted Goddard Blue.
1” custom painted jewelite trimcap in Blue.
Single stroke white LED illumination.
UL labels included.
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