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thing from securing multiple large ven-
ues to working with legislature to get
language that would allow us to host in-
door commencement, but we are still
waiting... We can't wait any longer."

Instead, district offi�cials will abide by
the wishes of seniors as revealed in a
survey to graduate with their entire
class. Salah said that the school district
has more latitude in hosting large
events than the commercial venues do.

Each high school will have an outdoor
graduation ceremony at their respective
high school's football stadium on June
6, Lakeland at 11 a.m. and Milford at 4
p.m. Each school has between 300-320
graduating seniors. A rain date is set for
June 13. The district will host indoor
graduation ceremonies for Harbor High

With the clock ticking down on the
end of the school year, Huron Valley offi�-
cials abandoned previously announced
plans for graduation and prom at com-
mercial venues.

Superintendent Paul Salah con-
fi�rmed that commencement ceremon-
ies for Milford and Lakeland High sen-
iors will not be held at Suburban Collec-
tion Showplace, or Eastern Michigan
University.

"We had secured Suburban, and they
are not comfortable with current capac-
ity limitations and rules," Salah said.
"We were hoping the guidelines would
change, but they didn’t. We tried every-

on May 24, and for International Acad-
emy West on May 26, both at the Lake-
land fi�eldhouse, each with about 80
graduates.

Salah said if the health department
changes guidance on COVID-19 restric-
tions or the legislature takes action, the
district will be prepared to adapt as they
have for the entire school year.

"I feel great about these plans," Salah
said. "Our primary goal for months has
been to fi�nd a way to honor our seniors
in the way they deserve and we've con-
tinued to explore every possible option
to make that happen... We can't control
all the elements, but we can say, we've
left no stone unturned in making gradu-
ation plans." 

As far as prom goes, Salah said a sur-

vey of seniors revealed they "were less
than enthralled" about restrictions that
would have put them in cohorts, unable
to dance in large groups, wearing wrist
bands and with other restrictions.

Salah said due to the opposition to
restrictions, prom will not be hosted by
the district, but is being organized by
parents and students. "It's primarily
parent and student-led prom activities,
with the district supporting them and
helping," Salah said. "We are supporting
them with questions on planning, in
terms of getting the word out to the en-
tire school body."

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517-
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter
@SusanBromley10.
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Residents of Northville and North-
ville Township voted May 4 to renew a
non-homestead operating millage pro-
posal, 5,676-1,515, allowing Northville
Public Schools to receive its full opera-
tional dollars currently authorized un-
der Proposal A.

The State of Michigan assumes that
all school districts levy the maximum
allowable operating millage would not
have compensated the school district
for lost revenues if the millage had not
passed.

A failed millage would have cost
Northville Public Schools an estimated
$10 million in operating revenue based
on estimated 2021 taxable values, the
district stated.

This millage applies only to non-
homestead property such as business-
es, rental properties and second homes.

Election results are unoffi�cial until
certifi�ed by the board of state canvass-
ers.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at eaw-
right@hometownlife.com or 517-375-
1113.
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tion teacher and the parent of a son who
was diagnosed with Asperger's Syn-
drome when he was 5 years old, said she
is so committed to the Living and Learn-
ing Enrichment Center that she sold her
home, downsized her possessions and
borrowed from her retirement account.

Now, she is asking for donations to
help the center become operational.

"We're so close," she said. "We got the
keys to estate last January ... and then
COVID hit. We need the $150,000 to pay
the contractors for the ADA-compliance
work by May 31 or they have to move on
to other jobs they have scheduled. I am
determined to make this happen."

The Northville-based Living and
Learning Enrichment Center is proving
to be as resilient as the young adults
with autism or related challenges that it
has assisted since 2015.

Through tireless fundraising eff�orts
orchestrated by founder Rachelle Varta-
nian, the non-profi�t organization
cleared the initial fi�nancial hurdles to
purchase the 14-acre former Don Mas-
sey Estate in Novi — a move that was

necessitated when it out-
grew its former down-
town Northville location.

It has been slowed, but
not stopped, by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, which
forced Vartanian to can-
cel three pivotal live
fundraising events, in-

cluding a classic car show.
The latest obstacle is a May 31 dead-

line to raise $150,000 that will allow
contractors to make the estate compli-
ant with Americans With Disabilities
Act regulations and make the facility
operational.

Vartanian, a former special educa-

The center is a place of hope for
young adults with challenges, Vartanian
emphasized. It is a space that off�ers not
only social support for autistic and sim-
ilarly challenged people, but job skills
training and confi�dence-building — as-
sets that can help them secure a degree
of normalcy in their lives.

"Life doesn't get easier for these
young adults once their schooling is
done," Vartanian explained. "This place
will give them somewhere to come and
learn vital job skills and even work at a
market where we sell goods that are
produced on the grounds." 

Among the more than 25 programs
off�ered at the center are an IT academy/
cybersecurity training program, an arti-
san market, summer camps, a lavender
farm, alpaca farm, doggie daycare with
dog walking and job-skills classes — all
focused on assisting challenged young
adults with transitioning from special
education to the real world.

Vartanian started the center in 2015
in the Farmington Community Library.
The demand for its services has in-
creased so rapidly that a move to a more
spacious setting like the Massey estate
became necessary. 

"Living and Learning is a place for
teens and adults who have autism or re-
lated challenges to feel safe and it's a
place where they feel accepted and
they're allowed to be who they are and
not be ashamed of it and feel good about
who they are," Vartanian said.

"The unemployment rate for young
adults on the autism spectrum is 90% —
and that was before COVID. We want to
crush that number."

The 6,253-square-foot Massey es-
tate has four bedrooms and six bath-
rooms and was built in the 1920s. Don
Massey was a world-renowned Cadillac
dealer. He died in 2011 at the age of 83.

"The fi�rst time I walked the Massey
Estate, I knew that's where we had to
be," Vartanian said. "It gives enough
room to do micro-businesses, off�er pro-
grams like recycling pallet-making and
grow vegetables and have bee and al-
paca farms. It's a perfect fi�t.

"This is a place where these young
adults and learn how to socialize and
build lasting relationships through ex-
perience. It's a place where they can
learn to live the most independent life
possible. We're almost there. We're al-
most in the door. We just need a little
more fi�nancial support from the com-
munity."

Vartanian said donations could lead
to naming opportunities at the center.

To make a donation to the Living and
Learning Enrichment Center, visit the
organization's website.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at eaw-
right@hometownlife.com or 517-375-
1113.
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The former Massey Mansion on
Griswold near Old Baseline Road is
becomming the new headquarters of
the Living and Learning Enrichment
Center. JOHN HEIDER | HOMETOWNLIFE.COM 

Vartanian 

Living and Learning Enrichment Center worker Mary Anne Cronford, left, works
with students Nicole Sawle and Rosemary Jiddou, right, on May 6 labeling
cartons of eggs for sale. The center has its own chicken coop and it sells eggs
produced their to local markets. PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER | HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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CITY OF NOVI NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CONSIDERATION OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A

COMMERCIAL REHABILITATION DISTRICT
UNDER ACT P.A. 210 OF 2005, AS AMENDED

Notice is hereby given that Sakura Novi, LLC and Robertson Sakura Novi, LLC have
submitted a request to the City of Novi for the establishment of a Commercial Rehabilitation
District under the “Commercial Rehabilitation Act P.A. 210 of 2005,” and an application for
issuance of a Commercial Rehabilitation Exemption Certificate.

The proposed project consists of the four following parcels:

Parcel Number 1: Tax ID Number 50-22-23-126-006, described as follows:

T1N, R8E, SEC 23 PART OF E 1/2 OF NW 1/4 BEG ON N SEC LINE DIST N 89-34-00
E 433.70 FT FROM NW COR OF SD E 1/2 OF NW 1/4, TH N 89-34-00 E 613.40 FT, TH
S 00-17-20 E 891.25 FT TO CEN LINE US-16 HWY, TH N 71-44-00 W ALG SD CEN
LINE 650.70 FT, TH N 682.62 FT TO BEG EXC US-16 HWY 10.20 AMN412

Parcel Number 2: Tax ID Number 50-22-23-226-008, described as follows:

T1N, R8E, SEC 23 PART OF NE 1/4 BEG AT PT DIST N 89-00-00 E 99.53 FT FROM
N 1/4 COR, TH N 89-00-00 E 165.14 FT, TH S 00-49-20 E 527.55 FT, TH S 89-00-00 W
165.14 FT, TH N 00-44-20 W 527.55 FT TO BEG 2 AMN410B-1

Parcel Number 3: Tax ID Number 50-22-23-126-011, described as follows:

T1N, R8E, SEC 23 PART OF NW 1/4 BEG AT PT DIST S 89-00-00 W 65.61 FT FROM N
1/4 COR, TH S 00-44-20 E 527.55 FT, TH S 89-00-00 W 61.82 FT, TH N 71-53-30 W 170
FT, TH N 01-00-00 W 471.87 FT, TH N 89-00-00 E 224.89 FT TO BEG 2.58 AMN410B-3

Parcel Number 4: Tax ID Number 50-22-23-226-007, described as follows:

T1N, R8E, SEC 23 PART OF N 1/2 OF SEC BEG AT N 1/4 COR, TH N 89-00-00 E 99.53
FT, TH S 00-44-20 E 527.55 FT, TH S 89-00-00 W 165.14 FT, TH N 00-44-20 W 527.55 FT,
TH N 89-00-00 E 65.61 FT TO BEG 2 AMN410B-2

Pursuant to Section 3 (3) of said Act, a public hearing shall be held for the establishment
of a Commercial Rehabilitation District on Monday, May 24, 2021 at 7:00 pm or as soon
thereafter, during which any property owner within the proposed Commercial Rehabilitation
District, and any resident or taxpayer of the City of Novi may appear and be heard in
relation to the consideration of the aforementioned Commercial Rehabilitation District.

If you have any comments regarding this proposal, they may be presented in writing to the
City Clerk’s office or at the public hearing.

Special Instructions for Remote Meeting Procedure:

NOTE: THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD ELECTRONICALLY AS AUTHORIZED
UNDER THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT, MCL 15.261, ET SEQ., AS AMENDED.
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC BODY AND MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY
PARTICIPATE ELECTRONICALLY, AS DESCRIBED BELOW.

In light of the COVID-19 outbreak, the City will be utilizing the video/audio conferencing
platform ZOOM to conduct the May 24, 2021 City Council meeting.

In order to connect to the meeting through ZOOM a member of the public needs to do the
following:

• Install Zoom App on mobile device or phone. A link to download the Zoom App may be
found online at www.cityofnovi.org

• Click the link provided to join the meeting

Members of the public participating in the public comment via ZOOM will wait in a virtual
queue until called during the public comment period.

When public comment is permitted, members of the public will be called one at a time, as
would happen during an in-person meeting. A meeting coordinator will determine the order
of public speakers. If you want to speak, you must use the “Raise Hand” feature in order for
our moderator to know you need to be unmuted.When you are un-muted you will have three
(3) minutes to share your comments to the public body. At the conclusion of your comments or
your three (3) minutes, you will be re-muted and then removed from the queue.

Participants may also choose to submit comments that can be read into the record.
Comments can be submitted via an electronic form on www.cityofnovi.org. Comments
shall be sent prior to 7 p.m. on the day of the meeting. The electronic form can be found at:
www.cityofnovi.org/cccomment

As of the date of this notice, City Council members are expected to log in to ZOOM. There
may also be some City personnel at City Hall overseeing this meeting.

Cortney Hanson, CMC, MiPMC II
City Clerk
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