
CITY of NOVI CITY COUNCIL 

Agenda Item D 
May 6, 2019 

SUBJECT: Approval of Ordinance No. 19-71.01, an Ordinance to Amend the City of Novi Code of 
Ordinances, Chapter 36, "Waterways," Article II, "Business of Operating Docks and/or 
Marinas", in order to repeal the regulations and provisions therein in their entirety. SECOND 
READING 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: City Clerk cP 
CITY MANAGER APPROVAL: /4;;!:,-­

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: ('° 
The Ordinance Review Committee has been evaluating parts of the City's Code of Ordinances 
that appear to be outdated or no longer needed. At the Council's last meeting it introduced an 
ordinance recommended by the ORC deleting provisions relating to pinball and arcades. The 
ORC met on April l, 2019 and discussed a section of the "Waterways" Chapter of the Code 
dealing with the licensing of commercial docks or marinas. The section does not authorize or 
allow docks or marinas in any particular areas of the City, and it doesn't provide any substantive 
standards for their placement or operation, although it does provide for inspections. The 
standards for issuance are minimal-a license can basically be denied or revoked in the event of 
disrepair. 

The City currently has no commercial marinas or docks. There are very few parcels of property 
along Walled Lake that are commercial (14 Mile and East lake Drive), but all of the frontage is 
zoned residential. The City's zoning ordinance does not list marinas as a permitted use. And no 
commercial marina can operate in the City without a permit from the MDEQ under state laws. 

This ordinance does not relate to or affect residential docks for either single-family homes or 
condominiums. It does not relate to or affect the rules and limitations on the placement of docks 
in connection with those properties. The provisions of Chapter 36 relating to those uses (Article 
IV, Lakefront Protection) will remain in place. 

It appears that the ordinance originated in 1975 at the suggestion of the City Attorney in order to 
protect the community with regard to the issuance or a permit for the operation of a marina, 
and again was devised only a limited-scope licensing regulation. The Lakefront Protection 
section limiting dock installations was subsequently enacted in 1986 and contains substantive 
rules and regulations relating to dock rights. Since the creation of the marina licensing section, 
there is no record of it being enforced or any such license being issued, since there have been 
no permitted commercial marinas in the City in that time. The first reading of this ordinance was 
approved by City Council on April 15, 2019. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approval of Ordinance No. 19-71.01, an Ordinance to Amend the City 
of Novi Code of Ordinances, Chapter 36, "Waterways," Article II, "Business of Operating 
Docks and/or Marinas", in order to repeal the regulations and provisions therein in their 
entirety. SECOND READING 



STATE OF MICHIGAN 

COUNTY OF OAKLAND 

CITY OF NOVI 

ORDINANCE NO. 19--71 .01-

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CITY OF NOVI CODE OF 
ORDINANCES, AT CHAPTER 36, "WATERWAYS," ARTICLE II, 
"BUSINESS OF OPERATING DOCKS AND/OR MARINAS", IN 
ORDER TO REPEAL THE REGULATIONS AND PROVISIONS 
THEREIN IN THEIR ENTIRETY. 

THE CITY OF NOVI ORDAINS: 

PART I. That Chapter 36, "Waterways," Article II, "Business of Operating Docks and/or 
Marinas", of the City of Novi Code of Ordinances is hereby repealed in its entirety. 

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 

Sec. 36 16. Definitions. 

The following words, terms and phrases, VY-he-A-Used in this article, sholl-Aove the 
meaning5-esGJ'.i~Sffi--4-A-t-his section, except..w-Aere the context c learl-y-tndicates a 
different meaning: 

B1.1siness of operating a dock means the permitting of another person to use a 
ooe~y tho owner or possessor of the dock for a valuable consideration. 

~iness of oper:E#iR · ~Ag of another person to use--e 
marina by the owner or possessor of the morlAG-for a valuaele consideratie-tt 

9eGk--m-e-a~all forms of doek,---wharf, pier or other structure usee-as-a means of 
entrance to or exit from watercraft or 1cJsed in COAAeG#eA---Wi-t-lq-f-i-shing and other 
waterfront activities. 

Morino means a facility which is owAed or~e-r-ated by a person, extends into or 
over an island, lake or stream and offers services to the p1cJbHc or members of the 
~eeking, loading, or other sePJkes of a recreational watercraft . 
(Ord . No. 75 71, § 1.01, 12 1 75; Ord . No. -9e- l 70, Pt. XX II , 4 7 97~ 

Sec. 36 17. Wari:ant for-iRspe-e-tieR-: 

Where the owner or occupant demands a warrant fof---i.A.sf'.;)eeti-eA----of.----...me 
pre-m+ses;--t.he-ae~FfleAt of building and sGfe-.t.y-sl=mll obtain a wa~FOA-t--fr-em-a-GOtJli-ef 
competenH1:ffi5€1.i€tion . The depei:-tme-A-khelf-prepare the warrant, stating the---aGGFe55 










