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Regional trail connection between Sports Center Park and Maybury State Park-
review of meeting with DNR and neighboring communities
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Two DNR representatives were present at Thursday’s meeting: Kristen Bennett, Regional
Field Planner for southeast Michigan; and Nikki Van Bloem, Maybury State Park
Supervisor. The DNR representatives stated that the leadership at the DNR is very
interested in assisting with regional trail connections throughout the State and
connecting State Parks with regional trails. Higher level DNR staff was not available to
attend Thursday’s meeting, as had been previously expected, but DNR staff members
present said that information from the meeting would be shared.

Ms. Bennett stated that Maybury State Park is a fenced park and that the DNR wanted
to keep fence openings to a minimum. DNR staff provided a map (attached) that
depicted several Eight Mile Road crossing and trail options. DNR staff’s preference was
a trail crossing Eight Mile Road somewhere between the entrance to ITC Sports Center
Park and the entrance to the leased farm area near the northwest corner of Maybury
State Park. A trail extension that followed the existing tree line along the edge of the
farm fields and connected to the existing trails near the farm activity area was
discussed as a possible location. DNR staff reiterated that placing a trail through the
State Park’s leased farm area may be problematic; DNR staff intended to contact the
farm lease-holders after the discussion at the meeting. Ms. Bennett and Ms. Van Bloem
stated that the DNR plans to repave Maybury Park’s paved pathway system in 2013.
An engineer would be hired to design improvements this spring and it may be possible
to expand the scope of the improvements to include additional trail segments and
crossings.

Novi Planning staff provided two maps (attached) that show several potential Eight
Mile Road crossings and trail extensions, as well as the overall park. Staff stated that the
City prefers a crossing location that would minimize the need to acquire road right-of-
way. Planning staff’s top three recommended routes generally coincide with the DNR’s
preferred routes.

Planning Staff further stated that the Road Commission of Oakland County (RCOC)
briefly looked at the potential crossings of Eight Mile Road; the RCOC prefers that
regional trails cross a busy road at a signal, if one is available. If a signal is not available,
RCOC would consider a refuge island crossing or a striped crossing at a narrow
pavement location. Opportunities to cross Eight Mile that meet these requirements exist
along the ITC Sports Center Park frontage. Staff mentioned that RCOC plans to repave
Eight Mile Road in 2013. Staff hopes that there will be an opportunity to incorporate trail
crossing improvements. Brian Coburn, City Engineering Manager noted the City could
only spend money on building and maintaining facilities within the City limits, but it is
possible that agreements could be reached with neighboring entities for construction
and maintenance.

Novi Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Director, Jason Magnum, indicated that
there were several grant programs available to build the project. DNR staff indicated
that it may be easier to get a Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant if the application did
not name the DNR as the grantee because State parks have to compete for a different
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pool of funds. Director Magnum indicated that the City of Novi would like to apply for
a grant to build a regional trail through ITC Sports Center Park this year. Novi staff hopes
to get an answer on the preferred crossing point before the grant application is
submitted (due by April 1sY).

Northville Township Trustee Mindy Herrmann and Township resident Kevin Flurry stated
that they would like to see a non-motorized connection to Maybury Park’s east
entrance on Beck Road because it creates a potential entrance to the Park that could
serve all area residents. DNR staff reviewed a potential trail connection and associated
crossing on Seven Mile Road near Ridge Road (about half way between Beck Road
and Napier Road in Northvile Township). A Seven Mile/Ridge Road proposed trail
segment and crossing could connect the Park’s paved trails to a developed pathway
system along Ridge Road, and also serve the equestrian community. Northville
Township staff indicated that the a good portion of the route along Ridge and Six Mile
Roads that would connect to the Hines Park Tralil is already in place. Representatives
from Northville Township and the City of Northville agreed that further study of the
potential trail connection options is needed in order to relay their desires to the DNR.

The meeting participants briefly discussed partnership and funding opportunities. As for
the next steps, the DNR representatives stated they would review the discussed options
internally, discuss the route options with the farm area lease holders, propose a crossing
location and trail connection plan, and schedule a time for further discussion with the

City of Novi.

Planning staff is very encouraged by the interest and support offered by the DNR, as
well as with representatives from Northville Township and the City of Northville, to
provide a regional trail connection between Maybury State Park and Novi, as well as
possible further regional trail connections with the neighboring communities. We look
forward to sharing more information as it becomes available.

Attachments

C. Nikki Van Bloem, DNR
Kristen Bennett, DNR
Walkable Novi Committee
Victor Cardenas, Assistant City Manager
Charles Boulard, Community Development Director
Jason Mangum, Parks Recreation and Cultural Services Director
Rob Hayes, PE, Public Services Director / City Engineer
Brian Coburn, PE, Engineering Manager
Jennifer Frey, Northville Township Community Development Director
Tom Casari, Northville Township Director Public Services
Mindy Herrmann, Northville Township Trustee
Joanna Vaghy, Northville Parks and Recreation Director
Jim Gallogly, Northville Public Works Director
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