
 

CITY OF NOVI CITY COUNCIL 

SEPTEMBER 13, 2021 

 

 

 

SUBJECT: Approval of request to transfer ownership of 2020 Resort Class C license 

issued under MCL 436.1531(2), original 550 Resort License, not at its original 

location, must meet seating and food requirements, & SDM license with (3) 

bars, Sunday Sales Permit (AM), Sunday Sales Permit (PM), Dance-

Entertainment Permit and Outdoor Service (2 areas) from ANBE 

Investments, Inc.; new direct connection permit; add space to the 

licensed premises; redefine licensed premises at 42705 Grand River Ave 

Bldg 100, Novi, MI 48375 Novi City in Oakland County. 

 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT:  City Clerk 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  

White Wolf Japanese Patisserie, LLC is part of a multi-company structure owned by UCI, 

a nonprofit organization.  White Wolf Japanese Patisserie has operated a restaurant 

with a Class C liquor license in Clawson since January 2020.  One World Market Inc., also 

owned by UCI, has operated in Novi and Clawson since 1990.   

The general licensing policy as stated in Chapter 3 of the City Code states, at Section 3-

13, that an applicant must demonstrate in particular that the proposed facility:  

(a) Will provide a service, product, or function that is not presently available within 

the city or that would be unique to the city or to an identifiable area within the city.   

(b) Is of a character that will foster or generate economic development or growth 

within the city, or an identifiable area of the city, in a manner consistent with the city's 

policies.   

(c) Represents an added financial investment on the part of a long-term business or 

resident with recognized ties to the city and the local community.  

More specific review criteria are set forth at subsection 3-15(g), and in addition to the 

general information regarding the applicant and the facility or building at issue, they 

require a review of the benefits to the community of the proposed use: 

 

 



(3)   Benefits to community: 

a. The effects that the issuance of a license would have upon the economic 

 development of the city or the surrounding area.  

b.  The effects that the issuance of a license would have on the health, welfare, and 

safety of the general public.   

c. Whether the applicant has demonstrated a public need or convenience for the 

issuance of the liquor license for the business facility at the location proposed, taking 

into consideration the following, together with other factors deemed relevant by the 

council:   

1. The total number of licenses for similar establishments and/or operations in the 

city, considered both in terms of whether such number of similar establishments is 

needed and whether there may be a need for other types of establishments that could 

go unmet if the requested license were granted.   

2. The proximity of the establishment to other licensed liquor establishments, the 

type of such establishments, whether such other establishments are similar to that 

proposed, and the anticipated impact of all such determinations.   

3. Whether the proposed location is in an area characterized as developed, 

redeveloping, or undeveloped, and the anticipated impact of approving the newly 

proposed establishment in light of such character, taking into consideration the need 

for any type of additional licensed establishment in the area, and the need the 

particular type of establishment proposed.   

4. The uniqueness of the proposed facility when contrasted against other existing or 

proposed facilities, and the compatibility of the proposed facility to surrounding 

architecture and land use.   

5. The permanence of the establishment in the community, as evidenced by the 

prior or proposed contributions to the city or community by the applicant or business, 

and the extent to which the issuance of the license will assist in the further investment of 

the applicant or business in the city or the community.   

6. The character and extent of investment in improvements to the building, 

premises, and general area.   

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  

Approval of request to transfer ownership of 2020 Resort Class C license issued under 

MCL 436.1531(2), original 550 Resort License, not at its original location, must meet 

seating and food requirements, & SDM license with (3) bars, Sunday Sales Permit (AM), 

Sunday Sales Permit (PM), Dance-Entertainment Permit and Outdoor Service (2 areas) 

from ANBE Investments, Inc.; new direct connection permit; add space to the licensed 

premises; redefine licensed premises at 42705 Grand River Ave Bldg 100, Novi, MI 48375 

Novi City in Oakland County because the proposed use is in an area that is focused on 

entertainment and the proposed licensee will foster or generate economic 



development or growth with respect to this and other destination indoor entertainment 

venues in the City by offering unique menu options as well as banquet and meeting 

facilities. The premises were previously occupied by a similar indoor entertainment 

business licensed to sell alcohol and such use is not incompatible with other uses in the 

area, the existing use will continue and has not adversely affected surrounding uses, 

and because the applicant appears to qualify for a license under the City’s ordinance. 

 

  







 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
August 17, 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
TO:            Cortney Hanson, City Clerk 
 
FROM:            Fire Marshal – Kevin Pierce 
 
SUBJECT: Transfer of Liquor Business License –  
                       White Wolf Japanese Patisserie 
                       42705 Grand River Ave. Suite 100 
                       Novi, Michigan 48375 
 
The above Liquor License transfer is recommended for a “CONDITIONAL 
APPROVAL” that when the construction for the remodel has been 
completed, it MUST be inspected and approved by the Fire Marshal and 
or his designee for a certificate of completion.  
The fire department does not have any objections to this Liquor License 
transfer. 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN 

 

GRETCHEN WHITMER  
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DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
LANSING 

ORLENE HAWKS  
DIRECTOR 

 

MICHIGAN LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION  
PAT GAGLIARDI, CHAIR 

525 W. Allegan St.  •  P.O. BOX 30005  •  LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909  

 www.michigan.gov/lcc  •  866-813-0011 

Tuesday, April 20, 2021 
 
Kelly Allen – attorney  
c/o WHITE WOLF JAPANESE PATISSERIE, LLC 
kallen@anafirm.com ; lpeters@anafirm.com  
 
RID # RQ-2104-02846  Reference/Transaction:  TRANSFER OWNERSHIP 2020 RESORT CLASS C LICENSE 
ISSUED UNDER MCL 436.1531(2), ORIGINAL 550 RESORT LICENSE, NOT AT ITS ORIGINAL LOCATION, MUST MEET 
SEATING AND FOOD REQUIREMENTS, & SDM LICENSE WITH (3) BARS, SUNDAY SALES PERMIT (AM), SUNDAY 
SALES PERMIT (PM), DANCE-ENTERTAINMENT PERMIT AND OUTDOOR SERVICE (2 AREAS) FROM ANBE 
INVESTMENTS, INC.; NEW DIRECT CONNECTION PERMIT; ADD SPACE TO THE LICENSED PREMISES; REDEFINE 
LICENSED PREMISES AT 42705 GRAND RIVER AVE BLDG 100, NOVI, MI 48375 NOVI CITY IN OAKLAND COUNTY. 
 
Please let this letter serve as notice the Michigan Liquor Control Commission has referred your application to our 
Enforcement Division for investigation of your request. 
 

Applicant/Licensee: WHITE WOLF JAPANESE PATISSERIE, LLC 
 

Business address and phone number: 42705 GRAND RIVER AVE BLDG 100, NOVI, MI 48375 NOVI CITY IN 
OAKLAND COUNTY. 
 
Home address and phone number of partner(s)/subordinates: 
True World Market, Inc Address: 225 N Arlington Hills STE 102, Elk Grove Village IL, 60007. Business Phone: (253) 
667-9156. 

 
As part of the licensing process, an investigation is required by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission Enforcement 
Division.  The Enforcement investigation will be conducted from the following designated District Office:  
 

Southfield District Office (313) 456-1170 
 

You may contact your designated District Office regarding any appointments or questions on documentation requested by 
the Investigator.  Failure to provide requested information or to keep scheduled appointments will cause the 
application to be returned to the Lansing office for cancellation. 

 
Since this request is a transfer under MCL 436.1529(1), approval of the local unit of government is not required.  However, 
a copy of this notice is also being provided to Local Governmental Unit should they wish to submit an opinion on the 
application or advise of any local non-compliance issues. 
 
Under administrative rule R 436.1105, the Commission shall consider the opinions of the local residents, local legislative 
body, or local law enforcement agency with regard to the proposed business when determining whether an applicant may 
be issued a license or permit.   
 
Under administrative rule R 436.1003, the licensee shall comply with all state and local building, plumbing, zoning, 
sanitation, and health laws, rules, and ordinances as determined by the state and local law enforcements officials who have 
jurisdiction over the licensee.  The licensee must obtain all other required state and local licenses, permits, and approvals 
before using this license for the sale of alcoholic liquor. Approval of this license by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission 
does not waive any of these requirements. 
 
MICHIGAN LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION 
Retail Licensing Division 
(866) 813-0011 
 
cc:  WHITE WOLF JAPANESE PATISSERIE, LLC robert.blue@trueworldgroup.com  
 ANBE INVESTMENTS, INC. bob@4brarypub.com  

mailto:kallen@anafirm.com
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