
 

CITY OF NOVI CITY COUNCIL 

OCTOBER 12, 2026 

 

SUBJECT: Approval of a Storm Drainage Facility Maintenance Easement Agreement 

from Sakura Novi Residential, LLC for the Sakura East development located 

on the south side of 11 Mile Road west of Meadowbrook Road (parcel 50-

22-23-226-046). 

 

 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Department of Public Works, Engineering Division 

 

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:  

 This Storm Water Management Ordinance requirement details the responsibilities 

of the property owner to properly maintain their privately owned on-site 

underground detention system, stormwater treatment unit, and storm sewer. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  

 

Sakura East is located on the south side of 11 Mile Road west of Meadowbrook Road 

(parcel 50-22-23-226-046).  Sakura Novi Residential, LLC requests approval of the Storm 

Drainage Facility Maintenance Easement Agreement (SDFMEA) for the storm water 

management system associated with the project. The SDFMEA is a Storm Water 

Management Ordinance requirement and details the responsibilities of the property 

owner to properly maintain their privately owned on-site underground detention 

system, stormwater treatment unit, and storm sewer. 

 

Spalding DeDecker has inspected the on-site stormwater maintenance system. The 

inspection approval letter dated September 3, 2026, is attached. The enclosed 

agreement has been favorably reviewed by the City Attorney (Beth Saarela, August 

10, 2026) and the City Engineering consultant (Spalding DeDecker, September 9, 2026) 

and is recommended for approval.  

 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approval of a Storm Drainage Facility Maintenance Easement 

Agreement from Sakura Novi Residential, LLC for the Sakura East development 

located on the south side of 11 Mile Road west of Meadowbrook Road (parcel 50-22-

23-226-046). 

 





 
ELIZABETH KUDLA SAARELA 

esaarela@rsjalaw.com 
 

27555 Executive Drive, Suite 250 
Farmington Hills, Michigan 48331 
P 248.489.4100 | F 248.489.1726 

rsjalaw.com 
 

 
 

          
 August 10, 2026 
 

 
Ben Croy, City Engineer 
City of Novi 
Field Services Complex 
26300 Lee BeGole Drive 
Novi, MI  48375  

 
 RE: Sakura East JSP 25-009 
  Storm Drainage Facility Maintenance Easement Agreement 

  
Dear Mr. Croy: 
 
We have received and reviewed the Storm Drainage Facility Maintenance Easement Agreement 
for storm water drainage facilities serving the Sakura East development.  The Storm Drainage 
Facility Maintenance Easement Agreement is in the City’s standard format and is acceptable as 
provided.  The City’s Consulting Engineer has reviewed and approved the attached exhibits.  The 
Agreement appears to be in order and may be placed on an upcoming City Council Agenda for 
approval.  Once approved and executed by the City, the Agreement should be recorded with 
Oakland County Records by the City Clerk’s Office. We will forward the original to the City Clerk’s 
office upon receipt.  
 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns in regard to this matter. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Enclosure 
  



Ben Croy, City Engineer 
City of Novi 
August 10, 2026 
Page 2 
 
 
C: (w/Enclosures) 
 Cortney Hanson, Clerk  
 Charles Boulard, Community Development Director 

Lindsay Bell, Director of Planning 
Brad Doane, Planner 
Diana Shanahan, Planer 

 Sarah Marchioni, Community Development Building Project Coordinator 
 Angie Sosnowski, Community Development Bond Coordinator  
 Humna Anjum, Project Engineer  
 Kate Purpura, Project Engineer 
 Alyssa Craigie, Administrative Assistant 
 Sydney Waynick & Ted Meadows, Spalding DeDecker 
 Tim Loughrin, Robertson Bros 
 Thomas R. Schultz, Esquire  
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EXHIBIT "A"
LEGAL DESCRIPTION
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EXHIBIT "B"
SCHEDULE OF MAINTENANCE FOR STORM

WATER MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

ROBERTSON BROTHERS HOMES
6905 TELEGRAPH ROAD, SUITE 200
BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MI 48301
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2018-033B

MONITORING/INSPECTION

PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE
Mowing

Remove floatables, dead vegetation and debris

REMEDIAL ACTIONS
Repair/stabilize areas of erosion
Replace dead plantings, bushes, trees

Reseed bare areas

Up to 2 times/year*
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Structural repairs or replacement in kind
Make adjustments/repairs to ensure proper functioning

Remove accumulated sediment

Remove invasive plant species

Ensure means of access for maintenance remain clear/open

Monitor plantings/vegetation

Inspect all components during wet weather and compare to
as-built plans

Inspect for erosion and integrity of banks and berms

Annually

As needed**

2 times a year

Inspect for sediment accumulation**/clogging of stone filter
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As needed

Inspect for floatables, dead vegetation and debris

Sweeping of pavement surfaces (streets and parking areas)

Oil and gasoline spills
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Immediately

**  FOREBAYS AND DETENTION SYSTEM TO BE CLEANED WHENEVER SEDIMENT ACCUMULATES
TO A DEPTH OF 6-12 INCHES OR IF SEDIMENT RESUSPENSION IS OBSERVED

*  NOT TO EXCEED THE LENGTH ALLOWED BY CITY ORDINANCE.

*** REPLACE STONE IF IT CAN NOT BE ADEQUATELY CLEANED.

MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES

Annually and after major events

NOTE:
WHILE PERFORMING MAINTENANCE, CHEMICALS SHOULD
NOT BE APPLIED TO THE FOREBAYS, DETENTION SYSTEM,
BUFFER STRIP OR WATERCOURSES

As needed
As needed
As needed
As needed

As needed

As needed

Annually

Annually

Annually
Annually and after major events

Sw
ale

s /
 B

ios
wa

les

$500

$500

$0

$0

$1,500

$2,000
$0

$250
$1,000

$750
$1,000

$500

$500

$500

$500

$500

$10,000Total Estimated Annual Cost
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EXHIBIT "C"
POND ACCESS AND MAINTENANCE

EASEMENT SKETCH AND DESCRIPTION

ROBERTSON BROTHERS HOMES
STORM SEWER SYSTEM
MAINTENANCE RESPONSIBILITY

ROBERTSON BROTHERS HOMES
6905 TELEGRAPH ROAD, SUITE 200
BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MI 48301

MAY 21, 2026
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STORMWATER NARRATIVE:
Stormwater enters the storm sewer system through a series of catch basins and roof
drains. Stormwater is then routed to an underground detention system through a
water quality unit which treats the stormwater per OCWRC requirements. The
underground detention system is comprised of perforated CMP which allows for
infiltration into the soils. This system outlets to the 12" storm sewer in 11 Mile Road.



 

 

September 9, 2026 
 
 
Ben Croy 
City of Novi 
26300 Lee BeGole Drive 
Novi, Michigan 48375 
 
Re: Sakura East – On-Site Acceptance Documents Exhibit Review #4 

Novi Job No. JSP25-0009 
SDA Job No.: NV26-203 
FINAL DOCUMENTS – APPROVED  

 
Dear Mr. Croy: 
 
We have reviewed the Acceptance Document Package received by our office on September 9, 2026, 
against the Final Site Plan approved on March 6, 2026. We offer the following comments: 
 
Final Acceptance Documents 
 
1. On-Site Water System Easement  

(executed 07/08/2026; exhibit dated 12/12/2025)  
Exhibit A (Sketch and Descriptions) – Approved 

 
2. On-Site Sanitary Sewer Easement  

(executed 07/08/2026; exhibit dated 12/12/2025)  
Exhibit A (Sketch and Descriptions) – Approved 

 
3. Sidewalk Easement  

(executed 07/08/2026; exhibit dated 12/12/2025)  
Exhibit A (Sketch and Descriptions) – Approved 

 
4. Right-of-Way Warranty Deed  

(executed 05/26/2026; exhibit dated 12/19/2025) 
Exhibit A (Sketch and Descriptions) – Approved 

 
5. Storm Drainage Facility Maintenance Easement Agreement 

(executed 07/08/2026; exhibit dated 8/11/2026)  
Exhibit A (Parcel Description) – Approved 
Exhibit B (Schedule of Maintenance) – Approved  
Exhibit C (Easement) – Approved 
 

6. Bills of Sale for Utilities (Sanitary Sewer & Water Main) 
(executed 09/08/2026; exhibit dated 12/12/2025) 
Exhibit A (Sketch and Descriptions) – Approved 

 
7. Full Unconditional Waivers of Lien from Utility Contractor – Received  
 
8. Sworn Statement from Developer – Received 



 

 

The documents submitted were found to be acceptable by our office pending review by the city attorney. 
Please send any additional or revised documents to the city; the city will distribute them for review. 
 
It should be noted that the Plan Review Center Report dated August 19, 2025, contains all requirements 
regarding acceptance documents. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact our office at your convenience. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
SPALDING DEDECKER 
 
 
 
 
Sydney Waynick 
Construction Engineer 
 
Cc (via email):   Lindsay Bell, City of Novi 

Diana Shanahan, City of Novi  
Stacey Choi, City of Novi 
Humna Anjum, City of Novi 
Kate Purpura, City of Novi 
Beth Saarela, RSJA Law 
Sarah Marchioni, City of Novi  
Angie Sosnowski, City of Novi 
Alyssa Craigie, City of Novi 
Tim Loughrin, Robertson Brothers Homes 
 

 
 

Digitally signed by Sydney Waynick
Date: 2026.09.09 11:33:12-04'00'



 

  

September 3, 2026 
 
 
Mrs. Humna Anjum 
Project Engineer 
Department of Public Services 
Field Services Complex – Engineering Division 
26300 Lee BeGole Drive 
Novi, MI  48375 
 
Re: Sakura East 
 Storm Water Detention System Inspection 
 Novi SP No.: JSP25-0009  

SDA Job No.: NV26-203 
 
Dear Mrs. Anjum, 
 
This letter serves as official notice that we have reviewed the status of the storm water systems including 
the detention system, storm sewer piping, and outlet control structures for the above-referenced project. 
As a result of this review, we have determined the storm water detention system to be in conformance 
with the approved construction plans. We recommend release of this financial guarantee. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact us at our office. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
SPALDING DeDECKER 
 
 
 
Sydney Waynick 
Construction Engineer 
 
 
cc: Sarah Marchioni, City of Novi – Building Project Coordinator 

Angela Sosnowski, City of Novi – Bond Coordinator 
 Jennifer Thomas, Roberston Brothers Homes 
 

Digitally signed by Sydney Waynick
Date: 2026.09.03 14:00:15-04'00'


