
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

FOR:  City of Novi Zoning Board of Appeals        ZONING BOARD APPEALS DATE: January 12, 2021 

REGARDING:  23437 W Le Bost Drive, Parcel #  50-22-25-153-012 (PZ20-0064) 

BY:   Larry Butler, Deputy Director Community Development 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Applicant 
Erik Laird 

Variance Type 
Dimensional Variance 

Property Characteristics 
Zoning District:  Single Family Residential 
Location: East of Meadowbrook Road and South of Ten Mile Road 
Parcel #:  50-22-25-153-012

Request 
The applicant is requesting variances from The City of Novi Zoning Ordinance Section 5.11 to allow the 
installation of a fence in the front yard setback of a corner lot. Fence shall not extend toward the front 
of the property nearer than the minimum front yard setback distance by code. This property is zoned 
Single Family Residential (R-4). 

:  
 

 

The Zoning Board of Appeals may take one of the following actions: 

1. I move that we grant the variance in Case No. PZ20-0064, sought by
__________________________________________________________________________, for
_________________________________________________ because Petitioner has shown practical
difficulty requiring _____________________________________________________.

(a) Without the variance  Petitioner will be unreasonably prevented or limited with respect
to use of the property because________________________________
_________________________________________________________________.

(b) The property is unique because_______________________________________
_________________________________________________________________.
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(c) Petitioner did not create the condition because__________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 

(d) The relief granted will not unreasonably interfere with adjacent or surrounding 
properties because_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 

(e) The relief if consistent with the spirit and intent of the ordinance because 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 

(f) The variance granted is subject to: 
 

1. ________________________________________________________________. 

2. ________________________________________________________________. 

3. ________________________________________________________________. 

4. ________________________________________________________________. 

 
2. I move that we deny the variance in Case No. PZ20-0064, sought by 

_____________________________________________________________________________, 
for_________________________________________________ because Petitioner has not shown 
practical difficulty requiring ______________________________________________________________. 

 
(a) The circumstances and features of the property 

including_____________________________________________ are not unique because they 
exist generally throughout the City. 

 
(b) The circumstances and features of the property relating to the variance request are 

self-created because_____________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 

 
(c) The failure to grant relief will result in mere inconvenience or inability to attain higher 

economic or financial return based on Petitioners statements that 
__________________________________. 

 
(d) The variance would result in interference with the adjacent and surrounding properties 

by______________________________________. 
 

(e) Granting the variance would be inconsistent with the spirit and intent of the ordinance 
to______________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________.  

 
Should you have any further questions with regards to the matter please feel free to contact me at 
(248) 347-0417. 
 
Larry Butler 
Deputy Director Community Development  
City of Novi 

































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Existing Fence 
at the time of 
purchase. 



 

 

 

 

**Existing Fence at the time of purchase. The current Fence replaced the fence shown in the 
photos above and below. ** 

 

 

 

 

 



Examples of other Novi Corner Lot Houses with Fences 

41507 Woodland Creek Dr. Novi, MI 48375 

41414 Broquet Dr. Northville, MI 48167 
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 City of Novi 
Residential Fence Requirements 
Per Ordinance No 18.248 of Article 25, Section 2515 from the 

Novi Zoning Ordinance 

Guidelines for installation of fences on Residential property in the City of Novi: 

Height: Fences may up to a maximum height of 6 feet. 
Location: Fences on residential lots are allowed at the rear yard and extending 
along side yards toward the front of the house up to the minimum front yard 
setback.  If an existing home extends into the required front setback, fences may 
extend to the front of the home.  
Fences on lots in excess of 2 acres or lots with a frontage of at least 200’ within a 
recorded plat, must comply with the 6’ maximum height requirement but may 
also be installed in the front yard. 
Fences must be installed on your own property.  It is the homeowner’s 
responsibility to determine the location of property lines and to verify that the 
fence being installed is within those property lines.  The City of Novi does not 
intervene in property line disputes between adjacent homeowners or provide 
survey services. 
Fences must be approved by the Subdivision Homeowner’s Association (HOA) if 
applicable.  Many HOA’s have more restrictive requirements than the City of 
Novi, it is important that you verify the covenants and deed restrictions of your 
association prior to constructing any fence.   
Materials and Uniformity – Fences must be constructed of uniform materials, finish 
and color along a property line of any parcel totaling less than 150’ in length.  
Where a fence has a finished and unfinished side, the more decorative side shall 
face outward toward the adjoining property or street. 
Prohibited materials – Materials such as scrap tires, canvas, cardboard, asphalt 
style shingles, chicken wire or similar fine wire mesh, corrugated metal or sheet 
metal are not acceptable for use in fencing. Fences cannot contain barbed 
wire, or electric current. 
Swimming Pools:  All pools must be enclosed by a fence complying with 
Appendix G of the 2009 Michigan Residential Code and as found in the 
Swimming Pool permit handout available on the City website at 
www.cityofnovi.org or from the Community Development Department. 
Lots Having Water Frontage – Fences are allowed within the front yard of 
waterfront lots provided that the fence is not higher than 4’ and that the fence 
materials will not obstruct the view of the lake.  Hedge row fences shall not be 
permitted on lots having water frontage from the front of the house to the lake. 
Maintenance – All fences shall be maintained in good condition, free of 
significant corrosion, peeling paint or finish and other damage. 

For additional information or questions please contact the Community Development 
Department at (248)347-0415 or see the City Website www.cityofnovi.org

**Nowhere does it specify that corner lots have a different fence zoning 
ordinance than other lots.   Also, nowhere does it state the Fence must be 30ft in 
from the roadside property line. Nor is this information found on the City of 
Novi Zoning Ordiance 5.11, 5-49 ** 
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