
 

CITY OF NOVI CITY COUNCIL 

FEBRUARY 9, 2026 

 

 

 

SUBJECT: Conditional approval of a Pawnbroker License requested by Thomas 

Blaine, Novi Jewelry & Coin, Inc., located at 41990 Grand River Avenue. 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: City Clerk 

 

KEY HIGHLIGHTS: 

 Thomas Blaine is currently in the process of acquiring Weinstein Jewelers of Novi. 

 Mr. Blaine has been continuously engaged in the precious metals, jewelry, and 

secondhand goods industry for 16 years at his existing business in Garden City.  

 Final approval of this Pawnbroker license will be presented to City Council once 

ownership has been fully transferred to Mr. Blaine. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  

 

Thomas Blaine is currently in the process of acquiring Weinstein Jewelers of Novi and 

will operate as Novi Jewelry & Coin. Mr. Blaine has been the owner and principal 

operator of Garden City Exchange since March 18, 2008. At no time has any license 

or permit issued to Mr. Blaine or Garden City Exchange been denied, suspended, or 

revoked, and no enforcement actions have been taken against him related to 

business operations, licensing, or regulatory compliance.  

 

The Police Department, Fire Department and Building Department have reviewed 

the request and have no objections to the conditional approval of this license. 

 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Conditional approval of a Pawnbroker License requested by 

Thomas Blaine, Novi Jewelry & Coin, Inc., located at 41990 Grand River Avenue. 

  















LICENSE AND PERMIT BOND

Bond No.

KNOW ALL PERSONS BY THESE PRESENTS:

That we, ,

of , State of , as Principal,

and _____________________________________ , a corporation duly licensed to do business in the State of

, as Surety, are held and firmly bound unto

, Obligee, in the penal

sum of ) DOLLARS.(

THE CONDITION OF THE ABOVE OBLIGATION IS SUCH, that whereas, the Principal has been licensed

by the Obligee.

NOW THEREFORE, if the Principal shall faithfully perform the duties and in all things comply with the laws
and ordinances, including all Amendments, appertaining to the license or permit applied for, then this obligation
to be void, otherwise to remain in full force and effect for a period commencing on the

This bond may be terminated at any time by the Surety upon sending notice in writing to the Obligee and to the
Principal, in care of the Obligee or at such other address as the Surety deems reasonable,  and at the expiration of
thirty-five (35) days from the mailing of notice or as soon thereafter as permitted by applicable law, whichever is later,
this bond shall ipso facto terminate and the surety shall thereupon be relieved from any liability for any subsequent
acts or omissions of the Principal.

Dated this day of , 20

Principal

By: __________________________________________________________

Principal

     No right of action shall accrue on this bond to or for the use of any person or corporation other than Obligee
named herein.

day of
day of, and ending on the,

, unless renewed by Continuation Certificate.
,

Countersigned (if required):

By: ______________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

N/A

26

Michigan

2027

Pawnbroker

(800) 678-8171 (515) 243-3854

Novi

January

Thomas Blaine

James A. Holter, Attorney-in-Fact

Novi Jewelry & Coin, Inc.

16th

101751623

Michigan

$3,000.00

16th

Merchants National Bonding, Inc.

Merchants National Bonding, Inc.

Merchants National Bonding, Inc.

City of Novi

January

Three Thousand Dollars

16th
2026

P.O. Box 14498, Des Moines, IA 50306-3498

Novi Jewelry & Coin, Inc.

January

LP 0206 (2/15)

Phone: Fax:



POWER OF ATTORNEY
Know All Persons By These Presents, that MERCHANTS BONDING COMPANY (MUTUAL) and MERCHANTS NATIONAL BONDING, INC., 
both being corporations of the State of Iowa, and MERCHANTS NATIONAL INDEMNITY COMPANY , an assumed name of Merchants 
National Bonding, Inc.,  (herein collectively called the “Companies”) do hereby make, constitute and appoint, individually, 

their true and lawful Attorney(s)-in-Fact, to sign its name as surety(ies) and to execute, seal and acknowledge any and all bonds, undertakings, 
contracts and other written instruments in the nature thereof, on behalf of the Companies  in  their  business  of  guaranteeing  the  fidelity of persons, 
guaranteeing the performance of contracts and executing or guaranteeing bonds and undertakings required or permitted in any actions    or 
proceedings allowed by law.

This Power-of-Attorney is granted and is signed and sealed by facsimile under and by authority of the By-Laws adopted by the Board of Directors of 
the Companies. 

"The President, Secretary, Treasurer, or any Assistant Treasurer or any Assistant Secretary or  any  Vice  President  shall  have  power  and authority 
to appoint Attorneys-in-Fact, and to authorize them to execute on behalf of the Company, and attach the seal of the Company thereto, bonds and 
undertakings, recognizances, contracts of indemnity and other writings obligatory in the nature thereof.” 

“The signature of any authorized officer and the seal of the Company may be affixed by facsimile or electronic transmission to any Power of Attorney 
or Certification thereof authorizing the execution and delivery of any bond, undertaking, recognizance, or other suretyship o obligations of the Company, 
and such signature and seal when so used shall have the same force and effect as though manually fixed." 

In connection with obligations in favor of the Florida Department of Transportation only, it is agreed that the power and authority hereby given to the 
Attorney-in-Fact includes any and all consents for the release of retained percentages and/or final estimates on engineering and construction contracts 
required by the State of Florida Department of Transportation. It is fully understood that consenting to the State of Florida Department  of 
Transportation making payment of the final estimate to the Contractor and/or its assignee, shall  not relieve this surety company of any of  its 
obligations under its bond. 

In connection with obligations in favor of the Kentucky Department of Highways only, it is agreed that the power and authority hereby given 
to the Attorney-in-Fact cannot be modified or revoked unless prior written personal notice of such intent has been given to the Commissioner - 
Department of Highways of the Commonwealth of Kentucky at least thirty (30) days prior to the modification or revocation. 

In Witness Whereof, the Companies have caused this instrument to be signed and sealed this day of , . 

MERCHANTS BONDING COMPANY (MUTUAL)
MERCHANTS NATIONAL BONDING, INC.
MERCHANTS NATIONAL INDEMNITY COMPANY

By

STATE OF IOWA 
COUNTY OF DALLAS ss. 
On this day of , before me appeared Larry Taylor, to me personally known, who being by me duly sworn 
did say that he is President of MERCHANTS BONDING COMPANY (MUTUAL),   MERCHANTS NATIONAL BONDING, INC., and MERCHANTS 
NATIONAL INDEMNITY COMPANY; and that  the seals affixed  to  the foregoing instrument are the Corporate Seals of the Companies; and that the 
said instrument was signed and sealed in behalf of the Companies by authority of their respective Boards of Directors. 

Notary Public 
(Expiration of notary’s commission 

does not invalidate this instrument) 

I, Elisabeth Sandersfeld, Secretary of MERCHANTS BONDING COMPANY (MUTUAL), MERCHANTS NATIONAL BONDING, INC., and 
MERCHANTS NATIONAL INDEMNITY COMPANY do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of the POWER-OF-
ATTORNEY executed by said Companies, which is still in full force and effect and has not been amended or revoked. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the Companies on this day of , . 

Secretary

POA 0018 (5/25) 

President

their respective Be Be Be Be Be Be Be Be Be Be Boaroaroaroards of Directors. 
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January 22, 2026 
 
 
 
 
TO:            Cortney Hanson, City Clerk 
                       Melissa Morris, Deputy City Clerk 
 
FROM:            Andrew Copeland – Fire Marshal  
 
 
SUBJECT:       New Pawnbroker License  
                      Novi Jewelry & Coin Inc.   
 
A fire inspection will need to be conducted at the above business, 
located at 41990 Grand River, Novi MI 48375. Business will need to 
contact my office and schedule a fire inspection for final occupancy 
approval.  
 
I have no objections at this time with the application for a Pawnbroker 
License for 2026.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Andrew Copeland – Fire Marshal 
City of Novi Fire Department 
 
cc. file 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CITY COUNCIL 
 
Mayor 
Justin Fischer 
 
Mayor Pro Tem 
Laura Marie Casey 
 
Dave Staudt 
 
Brian Smith 
 
Matt Heintz 
 
Priya Gurumurthy 
 
Aaron Martinez 
 
City Manager 
Victor Cardenas 
 
Director of Public Safety 
Chief of Police 
Erick W. Zinser 
 
Fire Chief 
John B. Martin 
 
Assistant Chief of Police 
Scott R. Baetens 
 
Assistant Fire Chief 
Todd Seog 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Novi Public Safety Administration 
45125 Ten Mile Road 
Novi, Michigan 48375 
248.348.7100 
248.347.0590 fax 
 
cityofnovi.org 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Andrew Copeland – Fire Marshal 
City of Novi Fire Department 
cc: file 
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