
  
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
FOR:  City of Novi Zoning Board of Appeals             ZONING BOARD APPEALS DATE: December 14, 2021 
 
REGARDING:  1720 South Lake Court, Parcel # 50-22-03-153-027 (PZ21-0071) 
 
BY:   Larry Butler, Deputy Director Community Development 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Applicant 
Renaissance Building Inc 
 
Variance Type 
Dimensional Variance 
 
Property Characteristics 
Zoning District:   Single Family Residential 
Location:   East of West Lake Drive and South of Pontiac Trail 
Parcel #:    50-22-03-153-027 
 
Request 
The applicant is requesting variances from the City of Novi Zoning Ordinance Sections 4.19 (b) to allow 
an exterior side yard setback of 15 feet (30.0 feet required, variance of 15.0 feet); 4.19(c) to allow a 
proposed structure to occupy 74% of the rear yard (25% allowed, variance of 49%) and 4.19(g) for a 
reduced separation of 8.5 feet from the primary structure (10 feet required, variance of 1.5 feet) to 
allow construction of a new detached garage. This property is zoned Single Family Residential (R-4). 
 
:   
 
 
 
 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals may take one of the following actions: 
 

1. I move that we grant the variance in Case No. PZ21-0071, sought by 
__________________________________________________________________________, for 
_________________________________________________ because Petitioner has shown practical 
difficulty requiring _____________________________________________________. 
 

(a) Without the variance Petitioner will be unreasonably prevented or limited with respect 
to use of the property because________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 

(b) The property is unique because_______________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 
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(c) Petitioner did not create the condition because__________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________. 
 

(d) The relief granted will not unreasonably interfere with adjacent or surrounding 
properties because_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 

(e) The relief if consistent with the spirit and intent of the ordinance because 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 

(f) The variance granted is subject to: 
 

1. ________________________________________________________________. 

2. ________________________________________________________________. 

3. ________________________________________________________________. 

4. ________________________________________________________________. 

 
2. I move that we deny the variance in Case No. PZ21-0071, sought by 

_____________________________________________________________________________, 
for_________________________________________________ because Petitioner has not shown 
practical difficulty requiring ______________________________________________________________. 

 
(a) The circumstances and features of the property 

including_____________________________________________ are not unique because they 
exist generally throughout the City. 

 
(b) The circumstances and features of the property relating to the variance request are 

self-created because_____________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 

 
(c) The failure to grant relief will result in mere inconvenience or inability to attain higher 

economic or financial return based on Petitioners statements that 
__________________________________. 

 
(d) The variance would result in interference with the adjacent and surrounding properties 

by______________________________________. 
 

(e) Granting the variance would be inconsistent with the spirit and intent of the ordinance 
to______________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________.  

 
Should you have any further questions with regards to the matter please feel free to contact me at 
(248) 347-0417. 
 
Larry Butler 
Deputy Director Community Development, City of Novi 













From: Wendi Williams  
Sent: Thursday, December 2, 2021 5:48 PM 
To: llutsey@cityofnovi.org 
Cc: Dan Williams <Dan.williams@ez-groom.com> 
Subject: Support for ZBA Case PZ21-0071 1720 South Lake Court 
 
Hello! 
  
We fully support the variances requested in this case.  Investment in the City of Novi, 
particularly in the lakefront areas, is good for property values throughout our 
community.  Given that the lakefront lots were platted long ago and are generally much 
smaller/narrower than contemporary plats, relief from zoning requirements is needed in 
the lakefront area to accommodate the needs of contemporary home buyers.  If relief is 
not provided, home buyers will not invest in these properties and values will stagnate if 
not fall. 
  
Please do approve the requested variances!  Very best wishes to the homeowners. 
 
Dan and Wendi Williams 
1419 West Lake Drive 
Novi, MI  48377 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
Wendi Williams 
www.ezgroompro.com 
313 682 8863 
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