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CITY OF NOVI

COUNTY OF OAKLAND, MICHIGAN

RESOLUTION FOR ADOPTION OF THE
2023 ACTIVE MOBILITY PLAN
FOR THE CITY OF NOVI

Minutes of a Meeting of the City Council of the City of Novi, County of Oakland,
Michigan, held in the City Hall of said City on March 18, 2024, at 7 o'clock P.M. Prevailing

Eastern Time.

PRESENT: Councilmembers Fischer, Casey, Gurumurthy, Heintz, Smith, Staudt, and Thomas (

ABSENT: None (0).

The following preamble and Resolution were offered by Councilmember Smith and

supported by Councilmember Thomas.

WHEREAS, encouraging healthy, active lifestyles through pathway and sidewalk
connectivity is a focus for the City of Novi, as evidenced by over 300 miles of existing
public pedestrian and bicycle facilities within the City, and as shown by being a six-time
winner of the Promoting Active Communities Gold Award, and Promofing Active
Communities Silver Award from the Governor's Council on Physical Fitness; and

WHEREAS, the City Council ook the opportunity fo build on the implementation
and prioritization reports of the Walkable Novi Committee prepared since 2006, and to
recognize the successful implementation of a humber of key goals of the 2011 Non-
Motorized Master Plan, by approving funds to produce an updated plan now referred to
as the 2023 Active Mobility Plan; and

WHEREAS, the resulting 2023 Active Mobility Plan includes a comprehensive study
of the non-motorized facilities in the City of Novi, including an evaluation of existing
facilities and recommendations for future sidewalks, sidepaths, in-road facilities, mid-
block crossings, and connected regional frails, as well as design standards, an
implementation plan, a maintenance and operations strategy, and potential funding
opportunities; and

WHEREAS, the resulting 2023 Active Mobility Plan contains recommendations that
are categorized into three sections: - the Near-Term Network, Long-Term Network, and
Major Corridor Guidelines, that when taken together provide specific actions and
auidelines to implement a comprehensive network that can support healthier lifestyles,
improved air and water quality, an improved quality of life for community members, and
a more equitable, energy efficient and sustainable transportation system; and

WHEREAS, the Active Mobility Plan supports the City Council’'s goal to Work with
neighboring communities to complete connections through Novi fo local trail systems
(Airline/Huron Valley, Hines Drive, I-275 when complete] to make Novi businesses an
appealing rest stop for cyclists using the trails; and

WHEREAS, the Active Mobility Plan supports the City Council's goal to Pursue
partnership with Northville for a Trail connection from Novi to Northville, possibly near the
railroad bridge on 8 Mile (e.g. presentation at the Walkable Novi Committee); and

WHEREAS, a safer, accessible, and family-friendly Non-Motorized network provides
farreaching benefits to the community, including in the areas of public health,
environmental sustainability, reduced traffic congestion, economic activity, quality of
life, cost savings and community building: and

WHEREAS, public input on the Active Mobility Plan was received at two joint
community open houses with the Master Plan for Land Use update, local events such as
the Superhero Showcase, Tuesday Tunes, Summer Songfest, and a workshop at
Lakeshore Park, through a web-based survey and input map, and a public hearing; and

WHEREAS, the Walkable Novi Committee reviewed the draft plan, provided
comments, and offered feedback; and

WHEREAS, on February 7, 2024, the Planning Commission held a public hearing,
received comments, and forwarded a favorable recommendation to the City Council
for adoption of the Plan.

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council
acknowledge the value of the information contained in the 2023 Active Mobility Plan
and hereby adopt the 2023 Active Mobility Plan as a tool for short-term and long-term

planning for the improvement of the City's non-motorized network, including sidewalks,
pathways, trails, boardwalks, and bike lanes.

AYES: Gurumurthy, Heintz, Smith, and Thomas (4).
NAYS: Fischer, Casey, and Staudft (3).

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Codneu, Nouacn

Cortney Hanseh, City Clerk

CERTIFICATION

| hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted
by the City Council of the City of Novi, County of Oakland, and State of Michigan, at a
regular meeting held this 18 day of March, 2024, and that public notice of said meeting
was given pursuant to and in full compliance with Act No. 267, Public Acts of Michigan,
1976, and that the minutes of said meeting have been kept and made available to the

public as required by said Act.

Cottneu Nanbon.

Cortney Hanson, City Clerk
City of Novi




Table of Contents

Overview & Process Page |7 Facility Types & Guides Page |47
Introduction Page |8 Facility Types & Treatments Page |48
Process Page |14 Design Guidelines and Resources Page |58
Community Engagement Page |16

Major Corridors Guidelines Page |63
Existing Conditions Page |25 Major Corridor Classifications Page |64
Inventory and Analysis Process Page |26 Crosstown Corridors Page |66
Land Use, Traffic Generators & Page |28 Suburban Corridors Page |70
Mobility Patterns Multi-Modal Thoroughfares Page |74
Pedestrian Conditions Page |30 Related Policies, Programs & Page |78
Bicycle Conditions Page |34 Metrics
Transportation Network Summary Page |38
Composite Analysis Page |40

Regional Trail Connections Page |44



Long-Term Network Page |83 Specific Areas Page |129
Long-Term Network Overview Page |84 [E)a§t Lake Drive & South Lake Page |130
: : rive
Sidewalks & Sidepaths Page |86 City Cont page |134
: ity Center age
Mid-block Crosswalks Page |88 y . _ o
. Northville’s Riverwalk Vision Page |136
Bike Lanes Page |90
Greenways Page |92 Mol e
mplementation
Local Road Routes Page |94 P _ Page [139
Implementation Framework Page |140
Funding Strategies
Near-Term Network Page |99 Maint 5 5 Page | 144
: aintenance
Near-Term Network Overview Page |100 Page | 146
Neighborhood Greenway Network Page |102
, : Large Format Network Map Page |152
Connecting to Transit Page |110
Improved Access to Shopping & Page | 114 . .
Dining Appendix Materials Page |154
Capital Improvement Projects Page |120

Near-Term Infrastructure Projects Page |122






Overview & Process

The Novi Active Mobility Plan is an inclusive and comprehensive ~ Introd uction
initiative aimed at improving active transportation options

within the community. The plan focuses on enhancing the safety, » Process
accessibility, and connectivity for people who walk, bike and roll. By » Commun Ity

prioritizing the needs of these users, the plan aims to create a more

Engagement

sustainable, healthy, and vibrant community.

The development of the plan involved a collaborative process
thatincluded data analysis, public input, and expert consultation.
Through community engagement and careful analysis, the plan
identifies key priorities, challenges, and opportunities for enhancing
the non-motorized network.

Novi Active Mobility Plan 2023 Page | 7



Introduction

Purpose of the Active Mobility Plan

The creation of an Active Mobility Plan stems from the City’s
recognition of the increasing demand for alternative forms

of travel and the need to promote safe, comfortable, and
convenient transportation options within the community. This
plan serves as a strategic framework that will guide the City’s
response to this growing demand while ensuring connectivity
within both the City and with the larger regional transportation
network.

An Active Mobility plan aims to provide residents and visitors
with viable alternatives to traditional motorized transportation,
promoting healthier lifestyles, reducing traffic congestion, and
improving overall accessibility and quality of life within the
City. The plan will serve as a blueprint for future developments,
infrastructure enhancements, and policies that prioritize active
transportation that foster a more sustainable and connected
community.

Rt Ko dn g8t
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What is Active Mobility?

Active Mobility is simply engaging in physical activity while
moving about freely and easily. From a community’s perspective
it promotes wellness, reduces transportation related injuries,
deaths, and pollution. From an individual’s perspective it
integrates exercise into daily activities and eliminates barriers
preventing people from leading a more active lifestyle. While
focused on conditions for pedestrians and bicyclists, it is inclusive
of all forms of non-motorized transportation as well as what

is termed micromobility, compact, lightweight, clean-energy
devices that leverage the power of the human body. An e-bike is
the most common type of micromobility.

Community Benefits

An Active Mobility Plan is crucial for a variety of reasons that
contribute to the well-being of communities and individuals. By
prioritizing the development of non-motorized infrastructure
through a comprehensive plan, communities can unlock a host of
benefits that extend far beyond transportation. This approach not
only promotes sustainability but also fosters healthier lifestyles,
safer neighborhoods, and more vibrant communities. The
following page highlights some of these benefits.

Novi Active Mobility Plan 2023



Improve Public Health

Encouraging walking and biking promotes physical activity,
reducing the risk of chronic diseases and improving overall
health.

Environmental Sustainability

Promoting non-motorized transportation reduces greenhouse

gas emissions, contributing to cleaner air and a healthier planet.

Reduced Traffic Congestion

Fewer cars on the road can alleviate traffic congestion, leading
to quicker and more efficient commutes for everyone.

Economic Benefits

Non-motorized infrastructure can attract residents and visitors,
boost local businesses, and create jobs in construction and
related industries.

Quality of Life

Walking and biking improve the overall quality of life by
reducing stress, enhancing mental well-being, and promoting
an active lifestyle.

Novi Active Mobility Plan 2023

Accessibility

Non-motorized transportation options make communities
more accessible to people of all abilities, including those who
cannot drive and rely on transit.

Community Building

Encouraging walking and biking fosters community interaction
and a sense of belonging.

Future Transportation

Non-motorized plans prepare communities for future
transportation trends and can help reduce dependence on
fossil fuels.

Safety

Well-designed pedestrian and bike facilities enhance road
safety for all users, reducing accidents and injuries.

Page | 9



Why Update the 2011 Plan?

Over the last decade, significant changes in non-motorized
transportation have occurred at the national, regional, and local
levels prompting a reexamination of the plan.

» Numerous new national guides for non-motorized
transportation have been published by the Federal Highway
Administration that reinforce the improvements that have been
made, and provide guidance on new types of facilities.

» Considerable headway has been achieved in closing sidewalk
and pathway gaps along major roads. The construction of
the new ITC Trail, Meadowbrook pathway and the Novi Road
overpass connection have been implemented, positioning the
city to advance the network to the next level.

» Emerging regional trails like the M-5 Metro Trail and the Air Line
Trail are creating new opportunities for connections to regional
trails and the cross-state Great-Lake-to-Lake Trail.

» SMART introduced enhanced transit in Oakland County, offering
local service along key routes such as Grand River, 12 Mile, and
Novi Road. New Routes servicing Novi include SMART 740,
SMART 305 and SMART 805.

While some non-motorized facilities are currently in place, this plan
identifies numerous opportunities to refine the system. The plan’s
update will concentrate on propelling the bicycle and pedestrian
network to a higher level, offering recommendations for a more
family-friendly system that fosters improved connections to parks
and regional trails.
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City of Novi Non-motorized Master Plan 2011 - Overview Map

The Intention
of This Plan

This plan aims to provide an
overview of non-motorized
transportation issues and

suggests ways to address them
through policies, programs,

design guidelines, and facility
improvements. It’s important to
note that this isn’t meant to replace
various official guides such as

from AASHTO or FHWA, rather it
focuses on how those and other
resources may be applied to typical
situations encountered in the

City of Novi. Since non-motorized
transportation planning is always
changing, these guidelines should
be reviewed periodically. The facility
suggestions in this plan are a big-
picture assessment of how proposed
facilities fit current conditions.
However, before acting on a specific
recommendation, a more detailed
study should be carried out to fully
explore the suitability of proposed
changes and facilities.
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