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Overview & Process
The Novi Active Mobility Plan is an inclusive and comprehensive 
initiative aimed at improving active transportation options 
within the community. The plan focuses on enhancing the safety, 
accessibility, and connectivity for people who walk, bike and roll. By 
prioritizing the needs of these users, the plan aims to create a more 
sustainable, healthy, and vibrant community.

The development of the plan involved a collaborative process 
that included data analysis, public input, and expert consultation. 
Through community engagement and careful analysis, the plan 
identifies key priorities, challenges, and opportunities for enhancing 
the non-motorized network.

	‣ Introduction
	‣ Process
	‣ Community 
Engagement
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Introduction

The creation of an Active Mobility Plan stems from the City’s 
recognition of the increasing demand for alternative forms 
of travel and the need to promote safe, comfortable, and 
convenient transportation options within the community. This 
plan serves as a strategic framework that will guide the City’s 
response to this growing demand while ensuring connectivity 
within both the City and with the larger regional transportation 
network.

An Active Mobility plan aims to provide residents and visitors 
with viable alternatives to traditional motorized transportation, 
promoting healthier lifestyles, reducing traffic congestion, and 
improving overall accessibility and quality of life within the 
City. The plan will serve as a blueprint for future developments, 
infrastructure enhancements, and policies that prioritize active 
transportation that foster a more sustainable and connected 
community. 

Community Benefits
An Active Mobility Plan is crucial for a variety of reasons that 
contribute to the well-being of communities and individuals. By 
prioritizing the development of non-motorized infrastructure 
through a comprehensive plan, communities can unlock a host of 
benefits that extend far beyond transportation. This approach not 
only promotes sustainability but also fosters healthier lifestyles, 
safer neighborhoods, and more vibrant communities. The 
following page highlights some of these benefits.

Purpose of the Active Mobility Plan
Active Mobility is simply engaging in physical activity while 
moving about freely and easily. From a community’s perspective 
it promotes wellness, reduces transportation related injuries, 
deaths, and pollution. From an individual’s perspective it 
integrates exercise into daily activities and eliminates barriers 
preventing people from leading a more active lifestyle.  While 
focused on conditions for pedestrians and bicyclists, it is inclusive 
of all forms of non-motorized transportation as well as what 
is termed micromobility, compact, lightweight, clean-energy 
devices that leverage the power of the human body. An e-bike is 
the most common type of micromobility. 

What is Active Mobility?
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Improve Public Health
Encouraging walking and biking promotes physical activity, 
reducing the risk of chronic diseases and improving overall 
health.

Reduced Traffic Congestion
Fewer cars on the road can alleviate traffic congestion, leading 
to quicker and more efficient commutes for everyone.

Environmental Sustainability
Promoting non-motorized transportation reduces greenhouse 
gas emissions, contributing to cleaner air and a healthier planet.

Economic Benefits
Non-motorized infrastructure can attract residents and visitors, 
boost local businesses, and create jobs in construction and 
related industries.

Quality of Life
Walking and biking improve the overall quality of life by 
reducing stress, enhancing mental well-being, and promoting 
an active lifestyle.

Cost Savings
Less reliance on cars means lower transportation costs for 
individuals and reduced maintenance costs for municipalities.

Community Building
Encouraging walking and biking fosters community interaction 
and a sense of belonging.

Accessibility
Non-motorized transportation options make communities 
more accessible to people of all abilities, including those who 
cannot drive and rely on transit.

Future Transportation
Non-motorized plans prepare communities for future 
transportation trends and can help reduce dependence on 
fossil fuels.

Safety
Well-designed pedestrian and bike facilities enhance road  
safety for all users, reducing accidents and injuries.

S
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Why Update the 2011 Plan?
Over the last decade, significant changes in non-motorized 
transportation have occurred at the national, regional, and local 
levels prompting a reexamination of the plan.

	‣ Numerous new national guides for non-motorized 
transportation have been published by the Federal Highway 
Administration that reinforce the improvements that have been 
made, and provide guidance on new types of facilities.

	‣ Considerable headway has been achieved in closing sidewalk 
and pathway gaps along major roads. The construction of 
the new ITC Trail, Meadowbrook pathway and the Novi Road 
overpass connection have been implemented, positioning the 
city to advance the network to the next level.

	‣ Emerging regional trails like the M-5 Metro Trail and the Air Line 
Trail are creating new opportunities for connections to regional 
trails and the cross-state Great-Lake-to-Lake Trail.

	‣ SMART introduced enhanced transit in Oakland County, offering 
local service along key routes such as Grand River, 12 Mile, and 
Novi Road.  New Routes servicing Novi include SMART 740, 
SMART 305 and SMART 805.

While some non-motorized facilities are currently in place, this plan 
identifies numerous opportunities to refine the system. The plan’s 
update will concentrate on propelling the bicycle and pedestrian 
network to a higher level, offering recommendations for a more 
family-friendly system that fosters improved connections to parks 
and regional trails.

City of Novi Non-motorized Master Plan 2011
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City of Novi Non-motorized Master Plan 2011 - Overview Map

The Intention 
of This Plan
This plan aims to provide an 
overview of non-motorized 
transportation issues and 
suggests ways to address them 
through policies, programs, 
design guidelines, and facility 
improvements. It’s important to 
note that this isn’t meant to replace 
various official guides such as 
from AASHTO or FHWA, rather it 
focuses on how those and other 
resources may be applied to typical 
situations encountered in the 
City of Novi. Since non-motorized 
transportation planning is always 
changing, these guidelines should 
be reviewed periodically. The facility 
suggestions in this plan are a big-
picture assessment of how proposed 
facilities fit current conditions. 
However, before acting on a specific 
recommendation, a more detailed 
study should be carried out to fully 
explore the suitability of proposed 
changes and facilities.


