
 

CITY OF NOVI CITY COUNCIL 

JULY 13, 2026 

 

 

SUBJECT: Approval of an Agreement between the City of Novi and the City of Northville 

for an emergency connection to public water in order to provide a 

secondary source of water at Taft Road.  

 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Department of Public Works, Engineering and Water & Sewer 

 

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:  

 Novi has eight existing emergency water system connections with the Cities of 

Wixom, Walled Lake, and Farmington Hills.  This would be the first with Northville. 

 Emergency connections allow for a temporary connection between communities 

during a water emergency.  

  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  

 

This agreement involves an additional water main connection between the City of 

Novi and the City of Northville for emergency purposes. The purpose of the connection 

is to provide a secondary source of water in the event of an emergency, such as a loss 

of pressure in either city. The connection includes a valve which will be closed during 

normal operation, separating the two city water systems. If needed, the valve can be 

temporarily opened until the problem has been resolved.  This is primarily for the benefit 

of Northville due to the operating pressures of the two water systems, and therefore 

Northville is responsible for the entire cost of the project. 

 

This will be the first connection of this kind between Novi and Northville.  Novi also has 

four emergency connections with Wixom, three with Walled Lake, and one with 

Farmington Hills. 

 

The City of Northville initiated the request and has approved the attached agreement.  

The agreement has been reviewed by the City Attorney (Beth Saarela, June 30, 2026). 

 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approval of an Agreement between the City of Novi and the 

City of Northville for an emergency connection to public water in order to provide a 

secondary source of water at Taft Road. 





 
ELIZABETH KUDLA SAARELA 

esaarela@rsjalaw.com 
 

27555 Executive Drive, Suite 250 
Farmington Hills, Michigan 48331 
P 248.489.4100 | F 248.489.1726 

www.rsjalaw.com 
  

 
 

          
 June 30, 2026 
 
Ben Croy, City Engineer 
City of Novi 
Field Services Complex 
26300 Lee BeGole Drive 
Novi, MI  48375 
  
 Re:  City of Northville – Emergency Water Connection 
 
Dear Mr. Croy: 
 
The City of Northville has approved making an emergency connection to the existing water main 
on Taft Road near Galway Drive.   The purpose of the connection is to provide a secondary source 
of water supply in the case of an emergency, including loss of pressure, in either community.  In 
the event that either community requires use of the other community’s water, the Agreement 
provides that the community will be billed at current water rates for the community where the 
water originated.  Although this option is available in the event of significant or longer-term water 
usage, the City has determined that there is currently no feasible means of tracking exact water 
usage and billing the community.  In the event of a long term event, usage could be estimated; 
however, based on the infrequent and short duration of the usage of the connections, neither 
community has historically billed for water usage for an emergency connection.  The format of 
the Agreement for Emergency Connection to Public water is consistent with the City’s standard 
format for an Agreement for Emergency Connection with the exception of language that we added 
requiring each party to be responsible for the actions of its own employees and agents.  
 
We see no legal impediment to entering into the proposed Agreement for Emergency Connection 
to Public Water in its current format.  Once approved and executed, the Agreement should be 
held in each community’s file.  A PDF may be saved. An original is not required. Please feel free 
to contact me with any questions or concerns in regard to this matter. 
 

 



Ben Croy, City Engineer 
City of Novi 
June 30, 2026  
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EKS 
C: Cortney Hanson, Clerk 
 Thomas R. Schultz, Esquire  
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