
  
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
FOR:  City of Novi Zoning Board of Appeals             ZONING BOARD APPEALS DATE: November 10, 2020 
 
REGARDING:  47025 Grand River Avenue, Parcel # 50-22-16-151-013 (PZ20-0049) 
BY:   Larry Butler, Deputy Director Community Development 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Applicant 
Integrated Sign / PetSuites   
 
Variance Type 
Dimensional Variance 
 
Property Characteristics 
Zoning District:   Light Industrial 
Location:   East of Beck Road and South of Grand River Avenue 
Parcel #:    50-22-16-151-013 
 
Request 
The applicant is requesting variance from the City of Novi Code of Ordinances Section 28-5(b)(2)(a) 
for a proposed 50 square foot ground sign, based on the setback from the centerline of Grand River 
Avenue the sign is oversized by 18 square feet. This property is zoned Light Industrial (I-1). 
 
:   
 
 
 
 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals may take one of the following actions: 
 

1. I move that we grant the variance in Case No. PZ20-0049, sought by 
__________________________________________________________________________, for 
_________________________________________________ because Petitioner has shown practical 
difficulty requiring _____________________________________________________. 
 

(a) Without the variance  Petitioner will be unreasonably prevented or limited with respect 
to use of the property because________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 

(b) The property is unique because_______________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 

(c) Petitioner did not create the condition because__________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 

 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

STAFF REPORT 
 

I. GENERAL INFORMATION: 

III. RECOMMENDATION: 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 
45175 Ten Mile Road 
Novi, MI 48375 
(248) 347-0415 Phone 
(248) 735-5600 Facsimile 
www.cityofnovi.org 
 

II. STAFF COMMENTS: 
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(d) The relief granted will not unreasonably interfere with adjacent or surrounding 

properties because_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 

(e) The relief if consistent with the spirit and intent of the ordinance because 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 

(f) The variance granted is subject to: 
 

1. ________________________________________________________________. 

2. ________________________________________________________________. 

3. ________________________________________________________________. 

4. ________________________________________________________________. 

 
2. I move that we deny the variance in Case No. PZ20-0049, sought by 

_____________________________________________________________________________, 
for_________________________________________________ because Petitioner has not shown 
practical difficulty requiring ______________________________________________________________. 

 
(a) The circumstances and features of the property 

including_____________________________________________ are not unique because they 
exist generally throughout the City. 

 
(b) The circumstances and features of the property relating to the variance request are 

self-created because_____________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 

 
(c) The failure to grant relief will result in mere inconvenience or inability to attain higher 

economic or financial return based on Petitioners statements that 
__________________________________. 

 
(d) The variance would result in interference with the adjacent and surrounding properties 

by______________________________________. 
 

(e) Granting the variance would be inconsistent with the spirit and intent of the ordinance  
to______________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________.  

 
Should you have any further questions with regards to the matter please feel free to contact me at 
(248) 347-0417. 
 
Larry Butler 
Deputy Director Community Development  
City of Novi 
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ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS APPLICATION 

crl ln�!Jf 

V. VARIANCE
A. VARIANCE (S) REQUESTED

□ DIMENSIONAL O USE O SIGN
There is a five-(5) hold period before work/action can be taken on variance approvals.

B. SIGN CASES (ONLY}
Your signature on this application indicates that you agree to install a Mock-Up Sign ten-(10) days before the schedule ZBA
meeting. Failure to install a mock-up sign may result in your case not being heard by the Board, postponed to the next
schedule ZBA meeting, or cancelled. A mock-up sign is NOT to be actual sign. Upon approval, the mock-up sign must be
removed within five-(5) days of the meeting. If the case is denied, the applicant is responsible for all costs involved in the
removal of the mock-up or actual sign (if erected under violation) within five-(5) days of the meeting.

C. ORDINANCE

City of Novi Ordinance, Section 3107 - Miscellaneous 

No order of the Board permitting the erection of a building ;hall be valid for a period longer than one-( 1) year, unlc» a 
building permit for such erection or alteration is obtained within such period and such erection or alteration is started and 
proceeds to completion in accordance with the terms of such permit. 

No order of the Board permitting a use of a building or premises shall be valid for a period longer than one-hundred and 
eighty-( 180) days unless such use is establish within such a period; provided, however, where such use permitted is 
dependent upon the erection or alteration or a building such order shall continue in force and effect if a building permit 
for such erection or alteration is obtained within one-( l) year and such erection or alteration is started and proceeds to 
comoletion in accordance with the terms of such permit. 

D. APPEAL THE DETERMINATION OF THE BUILDING OFFICIAL

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE: 

The undersigned hereby appeals the determination of the Building Official/ Inspector or Ordinance made 

0 CONSTRUCT NEW HOME/BUILDING □ ADDITION TO EXISTING HOME/BUILDING □ SIGNAGE 

□ ACCESSORY BUILDING □ USE □ OTHER _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _______ _

VI. APPLICANT & PROPERTY SIGNATURES

A.. APPLICANT

Applicant Signature Date 

B. PROPERTY OWNER

If the applicant is not the owner, the property owner must read and sign below:
The undersigned affirms and knowledges that he, she or they are the owner[s) of the property described in this 
appl' a ·on, and is/are awar f the contents of this application and related enclosures. 

VII. FOi OFFiCiAL USE ONLY
DECISION ON APPEAL:

□ GRANTED □ DENIED

The Building Inspector is hereby directed to issue a permit to the Applicant upon the following and condiliorn: 

Chairperson, Zoning Board of Appeals Date 

Appl1cali□n 102 Building Zoning Permit Application Revised 10/11 

X

X

10/6/20

Aaron Anderkin, Executive Vice President, Integrated Sign & Graphic, Inc. 



X

With the sign located per setback requirements as restricted by ordinance, the sign falls
behind a significant berm that would obstruct the sign visibility from vehicular traffic. 
This could also be a potential safety concern, as the monument sign is intended to 
identify the entrance to the parking lot, and a last minute recognition may prove 
hazardous. 

x



x

The lots and its street frontage are significant enough that a 50 square foot puts the sign 
at a size and scale that allows it to properly function in reasonable proportion to the 
development. 

x

Given the setback of the building from the road, the need for a visible ground sign is essential
to establish the recognizable presence needed for the business to operate. The monument 
sign, as proposed, is not overly intrusive or out of proportion given its intended function.   

As illustrated by the provided drawings that demonstrate size and scale of the proposed sign 
as compared to the one permitted by code, the sign is very much of reasonable scale and 
proportion and does not look "out of place" given the street frontage and the setback of the 
building. 
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