
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 
 
TO:   BARB MCBETH, CITY PLANNER 
FROM:  RICK MEADER, LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 

SUBJECT:  LANDSCAPE ORDINANCE MODIFICATIONS 

DATE:                   MAY 1, 2026 

 
 
 

The landscape ordinance, Section 5.5 of the Zoning Ordinance, and the Landscape 
Design Manual were last revised in 2020.  Since then, requests have been made for 
additions and revisions by the Planning Commission, and other changes have been 
deemed necessary to improve the clarity of the documents.  Attached are 
recommended modifications to Section 5.5 and the Landscape Design Manual. 
 
The most significant changes proposed are: 

1. The addition of landscape requirements for urban-style multi-family developments, 
which includes options for gaining landscape credits with alternative landscaping 
options 

2. The addition of right-of-way buffer landscape requirements for City West 
developments 

3. The addition of street tree placement requirements for multi-family developments 
4. The change to parking lot landscape requirements to eliminate separate rules for 

industrial developments 
 
1. During his term, former Planning Commissioner Gary Becker requested the creation of 

landscape standards for more urban-style multi-family developments that would allow 
reduced landscaping without the need for multiple waivers.  The attached new 
section requires fewer trees per unit, fewer street trees and a reduced percentage of 
building faces requiring landscaping.  As a partial balance against those significant 
requirements, new requirements for shrubs to be planted on the site have been added, 
to provide even more planting diversity than the current ordinance requires.  The use of 
these reduced standards is restricted to zoning districts in the center of the city, where 
increased housing density is desired.  A Planning Commission waiver would be required 
to use this new standard elsewhere in the city. 

 
In order to promote the adoption of more “green” elements in their developments, a 
list of options is provided that would offset at least part of the costs of the alternative 
elements with reductions in the landscaping required.  Some of these elements are: 
• Green roofs on buildings or carports, which would be offset with a reduction in 

interior drive trees. 
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• Living building walls or retaining walls, which would also be offset by a reduction in 
interior drive trees or multi-family unit trees required. 

• Pollinator or butterfly gardens, which would be offset by a reduction in multifamily 
unit trees or shrubs 

• Maintaining existing natural areas on the site, which would be offset by a reduction 
in multifamily unit trees. 

 
Images of green roofs, living building walls and living retaining walls are provided below as 
examples: 
 

   
Green Roof on Carport         Green Building Wall  Living Retaining Wall 
 
2. When the City West zoning ordinance amendment was adopted, it included some 

landscaping recommendations, but no specific requirements for rights-of-way 
buffering.  Those requirements are added with this revision. 

 
3. Specific requirements for placement of some street trees between the street and 

buildings of multi-family developments are added with these modifications.  These are 
recommended to enhance the appearance of such developments from the drives 
through sites and to soften the appearance of lang stretches of garage doors.  Some 
recent developments, both built and proposed, do not utilize building designs that 
allow the required street trees to be placed in front of buildings, so such sites have long 
expanses of building and pavement, such as is shown below.   
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4. One of the 2025 Master Plan for Land Use recommendations was to update the 

landscaping requirements to reduce heat-island effects in large parking lots.  A revision 
to the parking lot interior area requirements was made to remove the reduced 
landscape areas required in industrial parking lots so all lots meet the same 
requirements. 

 
The remaining changes proposed to the landscape ordinance and landscape design 
manual are to simplify the wording, remove unused sections of the ordinance and to 
clean up minor errors. 
 
Suggested Action: 
The recommended ordinance modifications are attached for consideration by the 
Planning Commission at the May 13th Planning Commission meeting with the intent for 
the Planning Commission to make a motion to set a public hearing for the June 10th 
Planning Commission meeting for formal consideration of the proposed ordinance 
amendments.  At that time, the Planning Commission’s will again review the ordinance 
changes and make a recommendation to the City Council.  The ordinance language 
will be reviewed by the City Attorney’s office prior to its consideration by the City 
Council. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

PROPOSED  
LANDSCAPE ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS 

AS HIGHLIGHTED IN COLORED TEXT 
  



































































 
 

PROPOSED  
LANDSCAPE DESIGN MANUAL AMENDMENTS 

AS HIGHLIGHTED IN COLORED TEXT 
  











































 
 

PROPOSED REVISED 
STREET TREES SPECIES CHARACTERISTICS LIST 

  



Latin Name Common Name
Native 
to MI?

Suitable for 
Overhead 
Utilities?

Tolerates 
Wet Sites?

Drought 
Tolerant?

Salt
 Tolerant?

Surface
 Roots?

Fall Leaf Color Flower Type Fruit Type
Mature 
Height

Growth
 Rate

Special Notes

Acer rubrum Red Maple X X Yellow- Red
Small/red-petaled 

clusters
Winged seeds 40-60' Fast

Acer saccharum Sugar Maple X Yellow - Red
Small/pale yellow 

clusters
Winged seeds 60-75' Moderate

Sweet sap can be boiled down into maple 
syrup

Acer x freemanii Autumn Blaze Maple X X Moderate Orange - Red
Inconspicuous/ 

Clusters
Winged seeds 40-60' Fast

Betula papyrifera Paper Birch X X Yellow Inconspicuous/ Catkins Cone-like clusters 50-70' Fast Distinct white, peeling bark

Carya cordiformis Bitternut Hickory X Yellow - 
Brown

Small/Green catkins
Large, pear-shaped 

nuts
50-70' Slow

Carya glabra Pignut Hickory X Moderate Golden brown Small/Green catkins
Large, pear-shaped 

nuts
60-100' Slow

Carya ovata  Shagbark Hickory X X Golden brown Small/Green catkins Large, rounded nuts 60-80' Slow

Celtis occidentalis Hackberry X X Moderate X Yellow
Inconspicuous/ 

Clusters
Small, fleshy drupes 40-60' Fast

Susceptible to ice damage; weak wood; fruit 
persists through winter

Cercidiphyllum japonicum Katsuratree Moderate X Yellow
Small/red-petaled 

clusters
Small pods 40-60' Moderate

Shallow-rooted and sensitive to drought; only 
female trees produce fruit

Cladrastis lutea Yellowwood Moderate Moderate X Yellow
Long/White/ 

catkins/Fragrant
Large pods 30-50' Moderate

Susceptible to ice damage; weak wood; fruit 
persists through winter

Diospyros virginiana Persimmon X Yellow - Red Small/ white/fragrant Large, orange berry 30-60' Slow
Only female trees produce fruit; produces 
root suckers

Eucommia ulmoides Hardy Rubbertree X Moderate
No color 
change

Inconspicuous
Waxy, winged 

capsule
40-60' Moderate

When torn leaves produce elastic, rubbery 
substance

Ginkgo biloba Ginkgo X X Gold Inconspicuous
Fleshy with strong 

odor
50-80' Slow

Only female trees produce fruit; unique fan-
shaped leaves

Gleditsia triacanthos inermis Thornless Honeylocust X X X X Gold Inconspicuous/ Spikes Large brown pods 30-70' Fast Drops debris; don't plant near sidewalks

Gymnocladus dioicus Kentucky Coffeetree X X X Yellow Long/White clusters Large leathery pods 60-75' Slow
Only female trees produce fruit; showy flower 
blooms

Juglans nigra Black Walnut X Moderate X Yellow
Inconspicuous/ 

Clusters
Large nut in green 

husk
50-75' Moderate Drops large fruit

Liquidambar styraciflua Sweetgum X X X X Red - Purple Inconspicuous/ Spikes
Round, spiky 

capsules
60-75' Moderate

Liriodendron tulipifera Tuliptree X X Gold Yellow/Tulip-like
Cluster of winged 

seeds
70-90' Fast

Leaf yellowing/drop in hot, dry conditions; 
showy flower blooms

Nyssa sylvatica Blackgum X Moderate Moderate Red Long/White clusters
Small, purple 

drupes
30-50' Slow

Platanus occidentalis American Sycamore X X X Brown
Dense clusters on 

stalks
Dense ball of seeds 75-100' Fast Drops a lot of debris

LARGE DECIDUOUS TREES - Mature Height Greater Than 40 Feet

City of Novi
PART IV: APPROVED TREE SPECIES LIST



Prunus serotina Black Cherry X Moderate X Yellow - 
Orange

Small/White clusters
Small, purple 

cherries
50-60' Fast

Self-seeding, susceptible to ice damage; 
showy flower blooms

Quercus alba  White Oak  X X Red Green catkins Small acorns 50-80' Slow

Quercus bicolor Swamp White Oak X X X Moderate Gold - Orange Green catkins Small acorns 50-60' Moderate

Quercus coccinea Scarlet Oak Moderate X Red Green catkins Small acorns 40-75' Moderate

Quercus ellipsoidalis Hill's Oak X X Red Green catkins Small acorns 40-75' Moderate

Quercus imbricaria Shingle Oak X X Yellow - 
Brown

Green catkins Small acorns 50-60' Slow Distinct unlobed leaves unlike other oak trees

Quercus macrocarpa Bur Oak X X Moderate
Yellow - 
Brown

Green catkins
Large, fringed 

acorns
70-80' Slow

Quercus muehlenbergii Chinkapin Oak X X Yellow - 
Orange

Green catkins Small acorns 50-80' Slow Grows best in alkaline soils

Quercus palustris Pin Oak X X X Red - Brown Green catkins Small acorns 60-70' Fast Highly intolerant of alkaline soils

Quercus rubra Red Oak X X Moderate X Red Green catkins Small acorns 60-75' Moderate

Quercus shumardii Shumard Oak X X X Red Green catkins Small acorns 40-60' Moderate

Quercus velutina  Black Oak  X X Yellow Green catkins Small acorns 50-60' Moderate Prefers drier sites

Tilia americana American Basswood X Moderate Yellow
Yellow 

clusters/Fragrant
Small nuts 60-80' Moderate Susceptible to ice damage

Tilia cordata Little Leaf Linden X Moderate X Yellow
Yellow 

clusters/Fragrant
Small nuts 60-70' Moderate Prone to Japanese beetle attack

Tilia tomentosa Silver Linden X X Yellow
Yellow 

clusters/Fragrant
Small, egg-shaped 

nuts
50-70' Moderate

Ulmus americana American Elm X X X Yellow Inconspicuous Winged seeds 40-60' Moderate Vulnerable to Dutch Elm Disease 

Ulmus parvifolia Chinese elm X X X Yellow - Red Inconspicuous Winged seeds 50-70' Fast
Self-seeding; resistant to Dutch Elm Disease; 
weak wood

Ulmus rubra Slippery Elm X Moderate Moderate X Yellow Inconspicuous Winged seeds 40-60' Fast Vulnerable to Dutch Elm Disease 

Zelkova serrata Zelkova X X Orange - Red Inconspicuous Small drupe 50-80' Fast Susceptible to ice damage

Acer campestre Hedge Maple X X Light yellow
Inconspicuous/ Green 

clusters
Small winged seeds 25-35' Moderate Spreads aggressively

Aesculus hippocastanum Horsechestnut Yellow
White or red upright 

clusters
Seed in a prickly 

husk
30-40' Moderate

Leaf scorch/drop in hot, dry conditions; showy 
flower blooms

Betula nigra River Birch X Moderate Yellow Inconspicuous/ Catkins Cone-like clusters 25-40' Fast

Carpinus betulus 'Fastigiata' European Hornbeam X X Yellow Inconspicuous/ Catkins
Nuts in dangling 

clusters
30-40' Slow

Only plant this cultivar where utilities present 
conflicts

Catalpa bignonioides Eastern Catalpa X No fall color White upright clusters Long pods 30-40' Moderate Showy flower blooms

Cornus florida Flowering Dogwood X X Red White or red petals
Bright red and berry-

like
20-40' Slow

Shallow roots; sensitive to road salt/pollution; 
showy flower blooms

Koelreuteria paniculata Golden Rain Tree X Yellow Yellow upright clusters
Seeds in yellow 

capsules
25-40' Moderate Self-seeding; showy flower blooms

Magnolia spp. Magnolia X Yellow
Varies by 
cultivar

Pink aggregate 
structure 

releases seeds

Varies by 
cultivar

Moderate Plant in spring only; showy flower blooms

Ostrya virginiana Ironwood X X Yellow Inconspicuous/ Catkins Hops-like clusters 25-40' Slow
Sensitive to salt, but resistant to 
diseases/pests

MEDIUM DECIDUOUS TREES - Mature Height Between 25-40 Feet



Acer ginnala Amur Maple X X Yellow - Red
Small/White 

clusters/Fragrant
Winged seeds 15-20' Moderate Spreads aggressively

Acer griseum Paperbark Maple X Moderate Moderate Bronze - Red Inconspicuous Winged seeds 20-30' Slow Distinct, peeling bark

Acer palmatum Japanese Maple X Yellow - Red Small/Red clusters Winged seeds 15-25' Slow
Susceptible to anthracnose and verticillium 
wilt; showy flower blooms

Acer spicatum Mountain Maple X X Yellow - Red
Inconspicuous/ 

Clusters
Winged seeds 15-25' Moderate

Alnus rugosa Speckled Alder X X X Moderate X No fall color Yellow or red catkins Cone-like clusters 15-25' Fast Thicket-forming

Amelanchier spp. Serviceberry X X X Orange - Red White clusters Red and berry-like 10-20' Moderate showy flower blooms

Carpinus caroliniana American Hornbeam X X X Moderate
Yellow - 
Orange

Inconspicuous/ Catkins
Yellow clusters 

contain nuts
20-30' Slow

Cercis canadensis Eastern Redbud X X X Yellow Small/Pink clusters Small brown  pods 20-30' Moderate
Shallow-rooted and sensitive to drought; 
showy flower blooms

Chioanthus retusus Chinese Fringe Tree X Yellow
White upright 

clusters/Fragrant
Blue and berry-like 15-25' Slow Sensitive to drought; showy flower blooms

Cornus alternifolia Pagoda Dogwood X X Red - Purple White clusters Blue and berry-like 15-25' Slow

Cornus kousa Kousa Dogwood X Moderate Red - Purple Large/White petals
Large, red and berry-

like
20-30' Slow

Shallow roots; havy clay soil may cause rot; 
showy flower blooms

Cotinus coggyria Common Smoketree X Moderate Red - Purple
Stalks covered in fine 

hairs
Stalks covered in 

fine hairs
20-30' Slow

Fine hairs on stalks present the illusion of 
smoke around the tree

Crataegus crus-galli inermis Cockspur Hawthorn X X X Red - Purple
Small/White 

clusters/Odor
Large, red and berry-

like
20-30' Moderate

Fruits persist through the winter; showy 
flower blooms

Malus spp. Flowering Crabapple X Yellow - Red
Pink or white 

clusters/Fragrant
Large, green and 

apple-like
15-25' Moderate Showy flower blooms

Sassafras albidum Sassafras X X Yellow- Red Yellow clusters Blue and berry-like 20-30' Moderate
Only female trees produce fruit; unique 
mitten-shaped leaves

Syringa reticulata Japanese Tree Lilac X X Yellow Large/White clusters
Small brown 

capsules
20-30' Moderate Showy flower blooms

SMALL DECIDUOUS TREES - Mature Height Less Than 30 Feet
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PART V: OTHER SUGGESTED MATERIALS

Growing 
Conditions

Nursery Type
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SS CO
SS CO

Hibiscus syriacus Rose-Of-Sharon SL Summer No
Ilex opaca American Holly SL Winter No
Ilex verticillata Winterberry SL Fall Yes

Fothergilla major Large Fothergilla SL Spring No
Hamamelis vernalis Vernal Witchhazel SL Spring No
Hamamelis virginiana Witch-Hazel SL Winter Yes

Corylus americana American Hazelnut SL Fall Yes
Corylus cornuta Beaked Hazelnut SL Spring Yes
Euonymus alatus Burning Bush SL Fall No

Cornus rugosa Round-Leaved Dogwood SL Summer Yes
Cornus stolonifera Red Osier Dogwood SL Winter Yes

Cephalanthus occidentalis Buttonbush SL Summer Yes
Cornus amomum Silky Dogwood SL Summer Yes
Cornus foemina Gray Dogwood SL Spring Yes

Aronia melanocarpa (prunifolia) Black Chokecherry SS Summer Yes
Betula pumila Dwarf Birch SL Winter Yes
Calycanthus floridus Strawberry-Shrub SL Summer No

Amelanchier arborea Juneberry SL Spring Yes
Amelanchier canadensis Shadblow SL/DS Spring NOC
Amelanchier laevis Shadbush SL/DS Spring Yes

LARGE SHRUBS - see Section 37-8 for woodland replacement ratio
Amelanchier alnifolia Saskatoon Serviceberry SL Spring NU

Ostrya virginiana Hophornbeam DS Summer Yes
Ptelea trifoliata Wafer-Ash DS Fall Yes

Crataegus phaenopyrum Washington Hawthorn DS Winter NOC
Koelreuteria paniculata Golden-Rain Tree DS NOC
Magnolia stellata Star Magnolia DS Spring NOC

Cornus mas Corneliancherry Dogwood DS Spring NOC

Alnus rugosa Speckled Alder DS Fall Yes
Amelanchier xAutumn Brilliance Serviceberry DS Spring Hybrid
Asimina triloba Paw Paw DS Fall Yes

Acer pensylvanicum Striped Maple DS Fall Yes
Acer spicatum Mountain Maple DS Fall Yes

DECIDUOUS SUBCANOPY TREES - see Section 37.8 for woodland replacement ratios

UPRIGHT EVERGREENS - see Section 37-8 for woodland replacement ratios
Juniperus virginiana Eastern Red Cedar UE Winter Yes
Thuja occidentalis Arborvitae UE Winter Yes

Taxodium distichum Bald Cypress LE SU/Winter No
Tsuga canadensis Canada Hemlock LE Winter Yes

Pinus strobus White Pine LE Winter Yes
Pseudotsuga menziesii Douglas Fir LE Winter No

Picea omorika Serbian Spruce LE Winter No
Pinus resinosa Red Pine LE Winter Yes

Picea mariana Black Spruce LE Winter Yes

Larix laricina Tamarack LE Fall Yes
Metasequoia glyptostroboides Dawn Redwood LE SU/Fall No
Picea abies Norway Spruce LE Winter No

Abies balsamea Balsam Fir LE Winter Yes
Abies concolor Concolor Fir LE Winter No

Picea glauca White Spruce LE Winter Yes

Scientific Name Common Name
Plant 
Type

Interest/ 
Bloom Time

Native to 
Michigan?

CONIFEROUS TREES - see Section 37-8 for woodland replacement ratio



PART V: OTHER SUGGESTED MATERIALS

Growing 
Conditions

Nursery Type
Scientific Name Common Name

Plant 
Type

Interest/ 
Bloom Time

Native to 
Michigan?
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SU CP
SS CO
SU CO
SH UN
SU UN
SS SP
SS CO
SU SPAndropogon gerardii Big Bluestem PG Summer Yes

Amphicarpaea bracteata Hog Peanut PG Summer Yes
Amsonia tabernaemontana Blue Star PG Summer No

Allium schoenoprasum Chives PG Summer No
Allium tricoccum Wild Leek PG Spring Yes
Amorpha canescens Lead Plant PG Summer Yes

Ajuga reptans Bugleweed PG Summer No
Alcea rosea Hollyhock PG Summer No
Allium cernuum Nodding Wild Onion PG Summer Yes

Agastache nepetoides Yellow Giant Hyssop PG Summer Yes
Agrimonia gryposepala Tall Agrimony PG Summer Yes
Agrimonia parviflora Swamp Agrimony PG Summer Yes

Actaea rubra Red Baneberry PG Summer Yes
Adiantum pedatum Maidenhair Fern PG Summer Yes
Aegopodium podagraria Bishop's Weed PG Summer No

HERBACEOUS PLANTS - see Section 37-8 for woodland replacement ratios
Acorus calamus Sweet-Flag PG Spring Yes
Actaea pachypoda White Baneberry PG Summer Yes

Rhus aromatica Fragrant Sumac SS Summer Yes
Taxus canadensis Canada Yew SS Winter Yes
Viburnum acerifolium Maple-Leaved Arrowwood SS Spring Yes

Juniperus communis Common Juniper SS Winter Yes
Juniperus horizontalis Trailing Juniper SS Winter Yes
Potentilla fruticosa Bush Cinquefoil SS Summer Yes

Euonymus obovatus Running Strawberry Bush SS Winter Yes
Fothergilla gardenii Dwarf Fothergilla SS Spring No
Ilex glabra Inkberry SS Winter No

Comptonia peregrina Sweet Fern SS Summer Yes
Euonymus fortunei Climbing Euonymus SS Winter No
Euonymus kiautschovicus Climbing Euonymus SS Winter No

Aronia melanocarpa (prunifolia) Black Chokecherry SS Summer Yes
Berberis thunbergii Japanese Barberry SS Winter No
Chaenomeles japonica Japanese Quince SS Spring No

SMALL SHRUBS - see Section 37-8 for woodland replacement ratios
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi Bearberry SS Summer Yes

Viburnum prunifolium Black Haw SL Winter Yes
Viburnum rafinesquianum Downy Arrowwood SL Spring Yes
Viburnum trilobum High-Bush Cranberry SL Spring Yes

Viburnum lantana Wayfaring Tree SL Spring No
Viburnum lentago Nannyberry SL Spring Yes
Viburnum opulus European High-Bush Cranberry SL Spring No

Staphylea trifolia Bladdernut SL Winter Yes
Syringa vulgaris Lilac SL Spring No
Viburnum dentatum Arrowwood SL Spring Yes

Salix discolor Pussy Willow SL Spring Yes
Sambucus canadensis Common Elder SL Summer Yes
Sambucus racemosa (pubens) Red-Berried Elder SL Winter Yes

Rhus copallina Dwarf Sumac SL Summer Yes
Rhus glabra Smooth Sumac SL Summer Yes
Rhus typhina Staghorn Sumac SL Summer Yes

Itea virginica Virginia Willow SL Summer No
Lindera benzoin Spicebush SL Fall Yes
Physocarpus opulifolius Common Ninebark SL Summer Yes

http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Agrimonia_gryposepala/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Agrimonia_gryposepala/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Allium_tricoccum/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Allium_tricoccum/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Allium_tricoccum/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Agrimonia_gryposepala/


PART V: OTHER SUGGESTED MATERIALS
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Nursery Type
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Plant 
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Interest/ 
Bloom Time

Native to 
Michigan?

SU SP
SU SP
SU SP
SS SP
SU UN
SH SP
SH SP
SU SP
SS SP
SH CP
SH CO
SS CO
SH CO
SH SP
WT CO
SU SP
SU CO
SU SP
SH SP
SU SP
SU SP
SH UN
SS CO
SU CO
SU SP
SU SP
SS SP
SU SP
SU SP
SH CO
SS SP
SU CO
SU SP
SU SP
SH SP
WT SP
WT CO
WT SP
WT SP
SS CO
SS SP
WT SP
SH SP
SU CO
WT CO
SU CO
SH CO
WT SP
SU SP
SH SP
SS CO
SU CO
SU CO
SU SPCoreopsis palmata Prairie Coreopsis PG Fall No

Convallaria majalis Lily Of The Valley PG Spring No
Coreopsis grandiflora Large-Flowered Coreopsis PG Fall No
Coreopsis lanceolata Sand Coreopsis PG Fall Yes

Cinna arundinacea Common Wood Reed PG Summer Yes
Cirsium discolor Pasture Thistle PG Summer Yes
Collinsonia canadensis Citronella Horse Balm PG Summer Yes

Chasmanthium latifolium Sea Oats PG Summer Yes
Chelone glabra Turtlehead PG Fall Yes
Cimicifuga racemosa Black Cohosh PG Fall Yes

Carex sp. Sedges PG Spring ~
Caulophyllum thalictroides Blue Cohosh PG Summer Yes
Ceanothus americanus New Jersey Tea PG Fall Yes

Caltha palustris Marsh-marigold PG Spring Yes
Campanula glomerata Clustered Bellflower PG Spring No
Campanula rotundifolia Bellflower PG Spring Yes

Calamagrostis canadensis Blue Joint Grass PG Summer Yes
Calla palustris Water Arum PG Spring Yes
Calopogon tuberosus Grass Pink Orchid PG Spring Yes

Baptisia leucophaea Cream Wild Indigo PG Summer Yes
Bouteloua curtipendula Sideoats Grama PG Summer Yes
Bromus latiglumis Vibrant Shade Grass PG Summer Yes

Athyrium filix-femina Lady Fern PG Summer Yes
Aureolaria pedicularia Annual False Foxglove PG Summer Yes
Baptisia australis Blue Wild Indigo PG Summer No

Aster sagittifolius Arrow Aster PG Fall Yes
Aster sericeus Silky Aster PG Fall No
Aster umbellatus Flattop Aster PG Fall Yes

Aster novi-belgii New Belgium Aster PG Fall No
Aster oolentangiensis Sky Blue Aster PG Fall Yes
Aster pilosus Hairy Aster PG Fall Yes

Aster laevis Smooth Aster PG Fall Yes
Aster macrophyllus Big-Leaved Aster PG Fall Yes
Aster novae-angliae New England Aster PG Fall Yes

Asclepias verticillata Horsetail Milkweed PG Summer Yes
Aster cordifolius Heart-Leaved Aster PG Fall Yes
Aster ericoides Heath Aster PG Fall Yes

Asclepias incarnata Swamp Milkweed PG Summer Yes
Asclepias syriaca Common Milkweed PG Summer Yes
Asclepias tuberosa Butterfly Weed PG Summer Yes

Aruncus dioicus Goat's-Beard PG Summer No
Asarum canadense Wild Ginger PG Spring Yes
Asclepias exaltata Poke Milkweed PG Summer Yes

Apocynum androsaemifolium Spreading Dogbane PG Spring Yes
Aquilegia canadensis Wild Columbine PG Spring Yes
Arisaema triphyllum Jack-In-The-Pulpit PG Summer Yes

Anemone virginiana Thimbleweed PG Summer Yes
Anemonella thalictroides Rue Anemone PG Spring Yes
Angelica atropurpurea Great Angelica PG Spring Yes

Anemone canadensis Meadow Anemone PG Spring Yes
Anemone cylindrica Prairie Thimbleweed PG Spring Yes
Anemone patens Pasque Flower PG Spring No

Andropogon scoparius Little Bluestem PG Summer Yes
Andropogon virginicus Broom Sedge PG Summer Yes

http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Anemone_virginiana/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Anemone_virginiana/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Anemonella_thalictroides/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Anemonella_thalictroides/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Angelica_atropurpurea/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Angelica_atropurpurea/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Asclepias_tuberosa/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Asclepias_tuberosa/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Aster_cordifolius/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Aster_cordifolius/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Aster_laevis/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Aster_laevis/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Aster_oolentangiensis/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Aster_oolentangiensis/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Bromus_latiglumis/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Bromus_latiglumis/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Chelone_glabra/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Chelone_glabra/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Cirsium_bicolor/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Cirsium_bicolor/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Cirsium_bicolor/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Chelone_glabra/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Bromus_latiglumis/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Aster_oolentangiensis/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Aster_laevis/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Aster_cordifolius/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Asclepias_tuberosa/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Anemone_virginiana/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Anemonella_thalictroides/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Angelica_atropurpurea/
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SU/SH CO
WT SP
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Lespedeza capitata Round Headed Bush Clover PG Summer Yes
Liatris aspera Rough Blazing Star PG Summer Yes

Kuhnia eupatorioides False Boneset PG Summer Yes
Lamium maculatum Spotted Dead Nettle PG Summer No
Leersia oryzoides Rice Cut Grass PG Summer Yes

Iris virginica Southern Blue Flag PG Spring Yes
Juncus effusus Common Rush PG Spring Yes
Koehleria macrantha June Grass PG Summer Yes

Iris germanica Flag PG Spring No
Iris pumila Dwarf Iris PG Spring No
Iris versicolor Wild Blue Flag PG Spring Yes

Hydrophyllum virginianum Virginia Waterleaf PG Spring Yes
Hystrix patula Bottlebrush Grass PG Summer Yes
Impatiens capensis Spotted Touch-Me-Not PG Summer Yes

Heracleum maximum Cow Parsnip PG Summer Yes
Hibiscus moscheutos Swamp Rose Mallow PG Spring Yes
Hosta lancifolia Plantain Lily PG Summer No

Helianthus occidentalis Western (Or Naked) Sunflower PG Fall Yes
Helianthus strumosus Pale-Leaved Sunflower PG Fall Yes
Heliopsis helianthoides False Sunflower PG Fall Yes

Glyceria striata Fowl Meadow (Manna) Grass PG Summer Yes
Helenium autumnale Sneezeweed PG Summer Yes
Helianthus divaricatus Woodland Sunflower PG Fall Yes

Geranium sanguineum Blood-Red Cranesbill PG Spring No
Geum canadense White Avens PG Spring Yes
Geum triflorum Prairie Smoke PG Fall Yes

Gaultheria procumbens Wintergreen PG Winter Yes
Gentiana andrewsii Closed Gentian PG Summer Yes
Geranium maculatum Wild Geranium PG Spring Yes

Eupatorium rugosum White Snakeroot PG Summer Yes
Euthamia graminifolia Grass-Leaved Goldenrod PG Fall Yes
Filipendula rubra Queen Of The Prairie PG Spring No

Eupatorium maculatum Joe Pye Weed PG Summer Yes
Eupatorium perfoliatum Common Boneset PG Summer Yes
Eupatorium purpureum Sweet-Smelling Joe Pye PG Summer Yes

Eragrostis spectabilis Purple Love Grass PG Summer Yes
Eryngium yuccifolium Rattlesnake Master PG Summer Yes
Erythroniuim americanum Yellow Trout Lily PG Spring Yes

Echinops sphaerocephalus Globe Thistle PG Summer No
Elymus canadensis Canada Wild Rye PG Summer Yes
Elymus virginicus Virginia Wild Rye PG Summer Yes

Dryopteris carthusiana Spinulose Woodfern PG Spring Yes
Echinacea pallida Pale Purple Coneflower PG Fall No
Echinacea purpurea Purple Coneflower PG Summer No

Dicentra cucullaria Dutchman's Breeches PG Spring Yes
Dicentra eximia Wild Bleeding Heart PG Spring No
Dodecatheon meadia Shooting Star PG Spring Yes

Desmodium glutinosum Pointed-Leaved Tick-Trefoil PG Summer Yes
Dianthus deltoides Maiden Pink PG Spring No

Cryptotaenia canadensis Honewort PG Summer Yes
Dennstaedtia punctilobula Hay-Scented Fern PG Summer Yes
Desmodium canadense Showy Tick Trefoil PG Summer Yes

Coreopsis tripteris Tall Coreopsis PG Summer Yes
Cornus canadensis Bunchberry PG Fall Yes

http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Coreopsis_tripteris/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Coreopsis_tripteris/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Cryptotaenia_canadensis/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Cryptotaenia_canadensis/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Desmodium_glutinosum/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Desmodium_glutinosum/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Eupatorium_maculatum/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Eupatorium_maculatum/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Eupatorium_purpureum/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Eupatorium_purpureum/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Euthamia_graminifolia/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Euthamia_graminifolia/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Geum_canadense/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Geum_canadense/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Helenium_autumnale/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Helenium_autumnale/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Helianthus_divaricatus/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Helianthus_divaricatus/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Helianthus_strumosus/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Helianthus_strumosus/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Heracleum_maximum/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Heracleum_maximum/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Impatiens_capensis/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Impatiens_capensis/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Impatiens_capensis/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Heracleum_maximum/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Helianthus_strumosus/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Helenium_autumnale/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Helianthus_divaricatus/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Geum_canadense/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Euthamia_graminifolia/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Eupatorium_maculatum/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Eupatorium_purpureum/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Desmodium_glutinosum/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Cryptotaenia_canadensis/
http://www.nativeplant.com/inventory/Coreopsis_tripteris/


PART V: OTHER SUGGESTED MATERIALS

Growing 
Conditions

Nursery Type
Scientific Name Common Name

Plant 
Type

Interest/ 
Bloom Time

Native to 
Michigan?

SU SP
SU CO
SS SP
SU CO

SU/SH CO
SH CO
SU SP
SU SP
WT SP
WT CO
WT CO
WT CO
SH CO
SU SP
SH CO
SH SP
SU SP
SU CO
SS SP
SU SP
SU CO
SU CO
WT SP
SH SP
WT CO
SU CO
SU SP
WT CO
SU CO
SS CO
SU SP
SS CO
SU CO
SU CO
SS CO
SH SP
SH SP
SH SP
SH SP
SH CO
WT SP
SU SP
SH SP
SU SP
SU SP
SU CO
SU CO
SU SP
SU CO
WT CO
SU CO
SH CO
SH SP
WT SP

Sanguinaria canadensis Bloodroot PG Summer Yes
Sanicula marilandica Black Snakeroot PG Summer Yes
Scirpus atrovirens Dark Green Rush PG Summer Yes

Rudbeckia triloba Brown-Eyed Susan PG Summer Yes
Sagittaria latifolia Common Arrowhead PG Summer Yes
Salvia verticillata Sage PG Summer No

Rudbeckia fulgida Orange Coneflower PG Summer Yes
Rudbeckia hirta Black-Eyed Susan PG Summer Yes
Rudbeckia laciniata Cut-Leaved Coneflower PG Summer Yes

Prenanthes altissima White Lettuce PG Summer Yes
Pycnanthemum virginianum Mountain Mint PG Summer Yes
Ratibida pinnata Grey-Headed Coneflower PG Summer Yes

Polystichum acrostichoides Christmas Fern PG Winter Yes
Pontederia cordata Pickerel Weed PG Summer Yes
Potentilla arguta Prairie Cinquefoil PG Summer Yes

Podophyllum peltatum Mayapple PG Spring Yes
Polygonatum biflorum Solomon's Seal PG Summer Yes
Polygonum virginianum Jumpseed PG Summer Yes

Phlox subulata Moss-Pink PG Spring No
Physostegia virginiana Obedient Plant PG Summer Yes
Phytolacca americana Pokeweed PG Summer Yes

Penstemon hirsutus Hairy Beardtongue PG Summer Yes
Phlox divaricata Blue Phlox PG Spring Yes
Phlox paniculata Garden Phlox PG Spring No

Peltandra virginica Arrow Arum PG Summer Yes
Pennisetum alopecuroides Fountain grass PG Summer No
Penstemon digitalis Foxglove Beardtongue PG Summer Yes

Osmunda cinnamomea Cinnamon Fern PG Summer Yes
Panicum virgatum Switch Grass PG Summer Yes
Parthenium integrifolium Wild Quinine PG Summer No

Oenothera speciosa Showy Evening Primrose PG Summer Yes
Onoclea sensibilis Sensitive Fern PG Summer Yes
Osmorhiza claytonii Hairy Sweet-Cicely PG Summer Yes

Monarda fistulosa Wild Bergamot (Beebalm) PG Summer Yes
Oenothera biennis Common Evening Primrose PG Summer Yes
Oenothera fruticosa Shrubby Sundrops PG Summer Yes

Milium effusum Millet Grass PG Summer Yes
Mimulus ringens Monkey Flower PG Summer Yes
Monarda didyma Oswego Tea PG Summer Yes

Mentha canadensis Wild Mint PG Summer Yes
Mertensia virginica Virginia Bluebells PG Spring Yes

Lysimachia nummularia Moneywort PG Fall No
Lysimachia punctata Dotted Loosestrife PG Summer No
Matteuccia struthiopteris Ostrich Fern PG Summer Yes

Lobelia spicata Pale Spiked Lobelia PG Summer Yes
Lycopus americanus Common Water Horehound PG Summer Yes
Lysimachia clethroides White Loosestrife PG Summer No

Liriope spicata Lilyturf PG Summer No
Lobelia cardinalis Cardinal Flower PG Spring Yes
Lobelia siphilitica Blue Cardinal-Flower PG Summer Yes

Liatris spicata Spiked Blazing Star PG Summer Yes
Lilium michiganense Michigan Lily PG Summer Yes
Lilium superbum Superb Lily PG Summer No

Liatris cylindracea Cylindrical Blazing Star PG Summer Yes
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WT SPEupatorium fistulosum Hollow Joe-Pye Weed PS Summer No

Veronicastrum virginicum Culver's Root PG Summer Yes
Zizia aptera Heart-Leaf Meadow Parsnip PG Summer No
Zizia aurea Golden Alexanders PG Summer Yes

Verbena uruicifolia White Vervain PG Summer Yes
Vernonia missurica Ironweed PG Summer Yes
Veronica longifolia Garden Speedwell PG Summer No

YesUvularia grandiflora Bellwort PG Spring
Verbena hastata Blue Vervain PG Summer Yes

Triosteum aurantiacum Horse Gentian PG Spring Yes
Typha angustifolia Narrow-Leaved Cattail PG Summer No
Typha latifolia Common Cattail PG Summer Yes

Trillium erectum Stinking Benjamin PG Spring Yes
Trillium grandiflorum Large White Trillium PG Spring Yes
Trillium spp. Trillium PG Spring Yes

Teucrium canadense American Germander PG Summer Yes
Thalictrum diocum Early Meadowrue PG Summer Yes
Tradescantia ohioensis Spiderwort PG Summer Yes

Spartina pectinata Prairie Cordgrass PG Summer Yes
Sporobolus heterolepis Prairie Dropseed PG Summer Yes
Stipa spartea Porcupine Grass PG Summer Yes

Solidago speciosa Showy Goldenrod PG Summer Yes
Solidago sphacelata Goldenrod PG Summer No
Sorghastrum nutans Indian Grass PG Summer Yes

Solidago ohioensis Ohio Goldenrod PG Summer Yes
Solidago riddellii Riddell's Goldenrod PG Summer Yes
Solidago rigida Stiff Goldenrod PG Summer Yes

Solidago caesia Blue Stemmed Goldenrod PG Summer Yes
Solidago flexicaulis Zig Zag Goldenrod PG Summer Yes
Solidago nemoralis Gray Goldenrod PG Summer Yes

Scirpus validus Great Bulrush PG Summer Yes
Silphium terebinthinaceum Prairie Dock PG Summer Yes
Smilacina racemosa False Solomon's Seal PG Summer Yes
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Growing 
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Legend
Plant Type

DC
LE
SL
PG
DS
SS
UE

Interest
SP Spring
SU Summ
FA Fall
WI Winter

EX
NOC
NS
NU

YES
NO

Street Tree
RC
UO
SC
PR Prohibit
~

SH Shade
SS
SU Sun
WT Wet

Nurseries
CO
SP
UN Unkno

Specialty nurseries
Commonly found most nurseries

Growing Conditions

Sun/Shade

Special Circumstances

Does not apply

Recommended
Recommended Under Overhead Utilities

Native US/Canada

Woodl. Repl. * subcanopy trees, shrubs, herbaceous plants require greater numbers - see Sec 37-8
Can be used as woodland replacement
Can not be used as woodland replacement

Native to Michigan?
Exotic or Non-Hardy
Native to Oakland County
Native SE Michigan

Small Shrub
Upright Evergreen Tree

Large Evergreen 
Large Shrub
Perennial/Grass
Deciduous Sub-canopy Tree

Deciduous Canopy Tree

SUGGESTED PLANT LIST KEY

Note:  Plants must be grown in Upper Midwest/Great Lakes Region


