
 CITY OF NOVI CITY COUNCIL 

JULY 12, 2021 

  
 

SUBJECT: Approval of an Agreement to Relinquish a Utility Easement for The Bond 

development located at 43443 Bond Street (parcel 50-22-22-226-008). 

 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Department of Public Works, Engineering Division 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

Site plan approval of The Bond development on Bond Street is underway, and to 

accommodate the two multi-family residential buildings, the private, platted utility 

easement utilized by DTE must be terminated.  The City does not currently have any use 

for this easement nor does the City expect to need this easement in the future. DTE has 

agreed to the easement termination subject to The Bond developer granting a 

replacement easement. The DTE utility lines will be relocated in the replacement 

easement. 

 

The enclosed resolution has been reviewed by staff and the City Attorney (Beth Saarela, 

June 23, 2021), and is recommended for approval.  

 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approval of an Agreement to Relinquish a Utility Easement for 

The Bond development located at 43443 Bond Street (parcel 50-22-22-226-008). 
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June 23, 2021 
 
 
 
Jeffrey Herczeg, Director of Public Works 
City of Novi 
Field Services Complex 
26300 Lee BeGole Drive 
Novi, MI  48375  
 
 RE: The Bond JSP 18-10 
  Agreement to Relinquish Utility Easement – Railroad Subdivision 
 
Dear Mr. Herczeg: 
   
We have received and reviewed the following original documents for The Bond Development:  
 

• Agreement to Relinquish Utility Easement (Approved) 
 

Agreement to Relinquish Utility Easement 
 

The Agreement to Relinquish Utility Easement has been proposed by the Applicant with respect 
to the parcels that it owns within the Railroad Subdivision which are proposed to be redeveloped 
in accordance with the approved final site plan for The Bond Development. The Agreement has 
been provided pursuant to MCL 560.222a, for the purpose of terminating a platted “private 
easement for public utilities,” in accordance with the procedure set forth in the Land Division Act. 
MCL 560.222a states: 
 

Sec. 222a. (1) Notwithstanding section 222.1 a public utility easement that is part of a 
recorded plat may be relinquished without filing an action in circuit court if a written 
agreement for that purpose is entered into among all of the following parties: 
(a) Each public utility or municipal entity that has the right to use the recorded easement. 
(b) The owner or owners of record of each platted lot or parcel of land subject to the 
easement. 
(c) A two-thirds majority of the owners of record of each platted lot or parcel of land 
within 300 feet of any part of the recorded easement. 
(d) The governing board of the municipality in which the subdivision covered by the plat 
is located. 
(2) An agreement described in subsection (1) shall meet all applicable requirements for 
recordation and is effective upon being recorded with the register of deeds and filed with 
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the department of labor and economic growth. The register of deeds and the department 
of labor and economic growth shall cross-reference the document to the affected plat. 

 
The Applicant has complied with Items 1 (a) – 1(c) of the above statute and is now seeking the 
City’s approval to relinquish the platted easement, in accordance with Section 1(d) of the statute.   
It should be noted that DTE is the only utility using the easement and has consented to 
termination subject to the Applicant granting a replacement easement to a relocated area.  DTE 
will process its relocation of lines in accordance with its internal relocation policy and will no 
longer maintain facilities within the easement. No other utilities are within the easement, and it 
is our understanding that Engineering has confirmed that the City has no need to use the 
easement in the future.  
 
If City Council approves the Agreement, the City should execute it and record it with the Oakland 
County Register of Deeds in the usual manner. It should be noted that a copy must also be filed 
with the State of Michigan as required by the statute. However, the Department identified in the 
statute has been eliminated by the State and no longer exists. Instead, a copy should be filed 
with the following Department of the State of Michigan: 
 

Michael C. Barger, PS 
Director, Office of Land Survey and Remonumentation 
Bureau of Construction Codes 
Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs 
611 West Ottawa Street 
PO Box 30254 
Lansing, MI  48933 

 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns in regard to this matter. 

 
EKS 
Enclosure 
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C: Cortney Hanson, Clerk (w/Original Enclosure) 
 Charles Boulard, Community Development Director (w/Enclosure) 
 Barb McBeth, City Planner (w/Enclosure) 

Lindsay Bell, Planner (w/Enclosure) 
Christian Carroll, Planner (w/Enclosure) 

 Madeleine Daniels, Planning Assistant (w/Enclosure) 
 Sarah Marchioni, Community Development Building Project Coordinator (w/Enclosure) 
 Angie Sosnowski, Community Development Bond Coordinator (w/Enclosure) 
 Ben Croy, City Engineer (w/Enclosure) 
 Rebecca Runkel, Project Engineer (w/Enclosure) 
 Kate Richardson, Project Engineer (w/Enclosure) 
 Victor Boron, Project Engineer (w/Enclosure) 

Melissa Morris, Administrative Assistant (w/Enclosure) 
 Michael Freckelton, Taylor Reynolds & Ted Meadows, Spalding DeDecker (w/Enclosure) 
 Albert Ludwig, The Bond at Novi, LLC (w/Enclosure) 
 Mark Cohn, Esquire (w/Enclosure) 
 Thomas R. Schultz, Esquire (w/Enclosure) 
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