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Yet another local movie house offi�-
cially closed up shop as a result of the
lingering pandemic.

After purchasing The Lyon Theater
in 2015, owners David and Debra Neil
have announced they’ve closed the
theater at 126 E. Lake St., citing the on-
going COVID-19 pandemic as a major
reason.

“We had a great run and enjoyed our
time being part of the community.
However, the pandemic has been ter-
rible for us all and especially the thea-
ter,” reads a statement on the theater’s
website. “The movie industry was also
signifi�cantly impacted and has greatly
aff�ected our business.”

Debra Neil said with all the changes
happening in the movie industry, the
fi�nances needed to upgrade the thea-
ter by adding amenities like a liquor li-
cense —in the works before the pan-
demic shuttered the theater — aren’t

there after being closed for many
months.

“Obviously, the theater needs a liquor
license. It needs more food,” she said.
“Every month that goes by, it’s just a fi�-
nancial burden to keep the lights on.”

Movie theaters have become major
economic victims across the country
due to the pandemic. Theaters were or-
dered closed last March as the fi�rst CO-
VID-19 cases were reported in Michigan,
and they were not permitted to open
again until October. After about a
month, the state ordered theaters
closed again as COVID-19 cases and
positivity rates skyrocketed in the late
fall. They were permitted to reopen
again in December, though, without
concession sales.

It was only when indoor dining at
restaurants was permitted again begin-
ning Feb. 1 that the popcorn machine
could begin selling to those watching a
movie in theaters.

Even with the state permitting thea-
ters to open, many had to seek out dif-
ferent fi�lms to show: many blockbuster
hits planned for 2020 such as “Black
Widow” and the latest James Bond fi�lm
“No Time to Die” were delayed as a re-
sult of the pandemic, and several others
— such as “Mulan” and “Wonder Wom-
an 1984” — opted to head to streaming
services.

Neil cited the Pixar movie “Soul,”
which was originally scheduled to come
out in theaters last Thanksgiving, as
one example of the changing landscape.
As more restrictions for gathering in
theaters happened in the fall, Disney
opted to move the fi�lm’s release to
Christmas and dropped it on its Disney+
streaming service for no additional
charge.

Those kind of moves, Neil said, made
it very diffi�cult to attract moviegoers

even if they had been open. 
“You have to retain a whole group of

customers to leave their house. A lot of
people don’t want to leave their house
still,” she said. “It’s a big decision to
open or not open.” 

Some theaters could get creative in
fi�nding ways to attract guests, including
playing classic, popular fi�lms and off�er-
ing drive-in movies last summer at
places such as Emagine Novi.

In addition to some larger chain thea-
ters closing some multiplexes, smaller
theaters have had challenges as well:
the Farmington Civic Theater in down-
town Farmington received a loan last
year from the city to continue its opera-
tions and the Milford Cinema closed,
though a nonprofi�t group is working to
reopen the theater at 945 Summit in the
village. 

The Lyon Theater was a destination
for fi�rst-run movies in recent years. The
theater opted to play tentpole block-
busters such as fi�lms from the “Star
Wars” series and advertised the most
recent Wonder Woman movie on its
website. It also specialized in hosting
special events such as birthday parties
and fi�eld trips for local schools, a part of
the business the Neils hoped to expand
upon. 

“We’re very pleased that the ball was
rolling. People were coming, they want-
ed events,” she said. “It was very inter-
esting to have all the diff�erent school
events. It wasn’t just, ‘Hey we show
movies.’ It was plugged into the commu-
nity.”

They purchased the theater in 2015
from a company that bought it years pri-
or after it was foreclosed on during the
recession. The theater saw plenty of im-
provements during that time, including
new seats in the auditorium installed in
2017.

Despite the announced closure, Neil
said she doesn’t believe this is the end
for the theater in downtown South
Lyon. They plan on marketing the thea-
ter for sale and hope to have someone
purchase it to continue its 75-year lega-
cy in southwest Oakland County.

“We’re hoping to fi�nd the right player
for it,” she said. “The show will go on.”

Lyon Theater offi�cially closing its doors
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“Every month that goes by,

it’s just a fi�nancial burden to

keep the lights on.”
Debra Neil Co-owner, Lyon Theater

Three Salem Township horses died in
a Feb. 16 barn fi�re stoked by strong
winds, hay and the structure’s age.

At its most intense, the blaze in the
8400 block of Seven Mile Road held the
attention of tens of fi�refi�ghters from
both the township and neighboring
communities, according to fi�re offi�cials.

Township Fire Chief Jim Rachwal
said fi�refi�ghters were able to rescue two
horses but the three animals that per-
ished were trapped where the barn was
burning.

“I know that the owner of the horses
was really devastated by the loss,”
Rachwal said “No human injuries, so
that’s kind of a blessing there.”

His fi�refi�ghters were dispatched at

about 8:45 a.m. Upon arrival, they
found a quarter of the building fully in-
volved in fi�re, with fl�ames showing
through the roof.

Water had to be trucked to the scene,
since there was no fi�re hydrant.

“Obviously, the weather was a big
factor today,” Rachwal said. “We had a
ton of snow we had to deal with. We had
to deal with icy conditions both on both
the road and on the scene itself.”

Rachwal said electrical-related prob-
lems probably ignited the barn, perhaps
due to a panel box or eff�orts to keep wa-
ter from freezing.

Firefi�ghters saved a third of the barn
but Rachwal expects it may be razed. 

“It was pretty much a total loss,” the
chief said.

Assisting agencies included Canton
and Lyon townships and South Lyon.

Three horses die in Salem Township barn fi�re
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com
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Three horses died in a barn fi�re off Seven Mile in Salem Township on Feb. 16.
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CITY OF NORTHVILLE
2021 BOARD OF REVIEW

WAYNE AND OAKLAND COUNTIES
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Review of the City of Northville,Wayne and

Oakland Counties, will meet virtually via Zoom Meeting, for the purpose of reviewing and
adjusting the 2021 Assessment Rolls of the City of Northville on the following dates:

TUESDAY, MARCH 2, 2021: 6:30 p.m. Organizational Meeting (No Appeals)
TUESDAY, MARCH 9, 2021: 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10, 2021: 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 1:00p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

ALL MEETINGS WILL BE HELD VIA ZOOM MEETING

Topic: Board of Review Organizational Meeting – NO APPEALS WILL BE HEARD
Time: Mar 2, 2021 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82898875296?pwd=U24wYkEvSmFXWGVDTm45NitjOXYrdz09
Meeting ID: 828 9887 5296
Passcode: 758524
Dial by your location

+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

Topic: Board of Review – APPEAL HEARING
Time: Mar 9, 2021 01:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82804314701?pwd=QlorTE4ycy9qTXZmeDRuSU05a2xCdz09
Meeting ID: 828 0431 4701
Passcode: 423983
Dial by your location

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)

Topic: Board of Review – APPEAL HEARING
Time: Mar 10, 2021 09:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88646265637?pwd=NXQydWxnR2E5dWhoNzN3YkI2b0tNZz09
Meeting ID: 886 4626 5637
Passcode: 172334
Dial by your location

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)

Pursuant to Act 165 of 1971 and based on the proposed changes to assessed values for
2021, the Wayne and Oakland County Equalization Departments have set the following
tentative equalization factors relative to the 2020 Real and Personal Property Assessments:
WAYNE COUNTY - Commercial Real 1.00; Industrial Real 1.00; Residential Real 1.00; All
Personal Property 1.00. OAKLAND COUNTY - Commercial Real 1.00; Industrial Real 1.00;
Residential Real 1.00; All Personal Property 1.00.

Mail-in Petitions must be received by March 10, 2021 before 4:00 p.m. ALL
TAXPAYERS wishing to petition their property’s taxable value or assessment in person with
the Board of Review will be seen by APPOINTMENT ONLY. To ensure every appeal is
heard it is requested that appointments be scheduled prior toTuesday,March 2, 2021.
Please contact the City of Northville Tax Department at (248) 449-9901 for an appointment or
with any questions you may have regarding your 2021 taxable or assessed value.

BOARD OF REVIEW
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

CITY OF NORTHVILLE
The City of Northville Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on March 16, 2021 at
7:00p.m. to receive public input on draft text amendments to the Zoning Ordinance regarding
the following topics:

1. Modify Section 10.06, Cady Street Overlay (CSO), Section 15.01, Schedule of Regulations,
and Section 15.02, Footnotes to Schedule of Regulations, to eliminate remaining
references to a building height overlay district that was replaced by the Cady Street
Overlay District in 2015.

2. Add provisions addressing attached garages in basements of a dwelling to the maximum
Floor Area Ratio (FAR) calculation for single-family and two-family residences in the
R-1B, First Density Residential District, and R-2, Second Density Residential District.

3. Modify Article 19, Site Plan Procedural and Approval Process, to allow the Planning
Commission to require a performance guarantee for implementation of site improvements
in a Final Site Plan. Also, to add a description of acceptable performance guarantees, and
the administration of such guarantees, to Article 24, Administration and Enforcement.

Meeting Location and Participation
The meeting will be held via video conference due to the COVID-19 pandemic and in
compliance with the Open Meetings Act. Members of the public body and members of
the public participating electronically will be considered present at the meeting and may
participate as if physically present at the meeting. The following is a link to attend the
meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86522541944
US: +1 312 626 6799 or +1 646 558 8656, Webinar ID: 865 2254 1944

Those needing assistance or accommodations should contact the City Manager’s office at 248-
449-9905. Log in instructions, information about electronic meetings, and a user guide can
be found at: https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=11895963&page
Id=13505469#pc, OR from the main Home page, click on the Government tab, Agendas and
Minutes, and scroll to the Planning Commission section of the webpage.

Draft Ordinance Review and Written Comments
The complete text of the draft amendments is available for review on the City’s website at
www.ci.northville.mi.us. From the Home Page, go to Services, Building and Planning,
Planning Commission, Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendments.

Written comments to the pertaining to the proposed text amendments must be submitted by
4:30pm March 15, 2021 to City of Northville Municipal Building, City Clerk, 215 West Main
Street, Northville, Michigan, 48167, or use the City Hall drop box, or emailed to dmassa@
ci.northville.mi.us.

DIANNE MASSA, CMC, CITY CLERK
BRENT STRONG, BUILDING OFFICIAL
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CITY OF NOVI

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

(REMOTE MEETING)

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Novi will hold a Public Hearing on the use
of Community Development Block Grant Funds. The Hearing will be held Monday, March
8, 2021 at 7:00 p.m., EST, electronically as authorized under the Open Meetings Act, MCL
15.231, ET SEQ., as amended, for the purpose of hearing public comments on the Community
Development Block Grant Program Year 2021 application in the approximate amount of
$130,530 to fund eligible projects.

All interested citizens are requested to attend this Hearing. Comments will also
be received in writing or in person at the City Clerk’s Office, 45175 Ten Mile Road, Novi,
Michigan 48375, until 5:00 p.m., March 8, 2021. Arrangements to reasonably accommodate
special needs, including handicap accessibility or interpreter will be made upon receiving
72-hour advance notice. Contact City Clerk, Cortney Hanson at 248-347-0456 for special
services.

CORTNEY HANSON,
CITY CLERK
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