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In an efforl to ensure clarity, effectiveness and consistency in interpretation of the City of Novi 
Zoning Ordinance, Community Development Department planning staff have undertaken an 
extensive review of ordinance text related to automotive maintenance and repair service 
uses. Through this study. stoff have determined the following: 

• The Definitions section of the Zoning Ordinance (Section 201): 
is in some instances unclear when pertaining to auto maintenance and 
repair-related uses; 
does not include many important auto maintenance and repair-related 
use definitions; 

• In some instances defining language for certain uses is found in sections other than 
Section 201, including chapters of the City of Novi Code of Ordinances not pertaining 
to Zoning. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Planning stoff recommends the following: 

• Clarify existing definitions within Ihe Zoning Ordinance relaled 10 automotive 
maintenance and repair service uses; 

• Develop definitions within the Zoning Ordinance for those automotive maintenance 
and repair service uses currenlly without definitions; 

• Ensure each use definition is located in City of Novi Zoning Ordinance Section 201-
Definitions; 

• Updale remainder of City of Novi Code of Ordinances accordingly. 

Proposed changes to Article 2, Section 201 of the City of Novi Zoning Ordinance would be as 
follows: 



Use Deflnlllon (Section 201) 

A place for the retail dispensing, sale, or offering for sale of motor 
fuels, with Ihe only permitted accessory uses being Ihe servicing 
and minor repair of molor vehicles; relail sales of minor automolive 
relaled convenience products and accessories such as windshield 

GGsollRe-SePlle-e washer fluid, motor oil, wipers and window scrapers; and relail sales 
Skltloo of non-automotive related producls, including (i) sundries such as 
~ll--8eP11e-e) gum, candy, cigarettes, newspapers, magazines, and olher 
Fueling Stallon individually packaged convenience items; (ii) basic convenience 

grocery ilems, such as milk and bread; (iii) pre-prepared food items 
Ihal are not subject 10 licensing by the Michigan Department of 
Agriculture or Ihe Oakland County Health Departmenl; and (Iv) 
non-alcoholic beverages. 

An establishmenl or business which grovides as its grimar}' use, 
incigental or minor vehicle regairs such as engine tune-ugs, brake 
service, electrical repair and servicing, wheel alignments, exhaust 

Automobile Regalr s},stem regair, hegling and air coogitjoning reg air and service, 
Shog-Mlnor shoc1< and strut s}'stem work, glass and ugbolstelY reg air and 
Services [eglacement and minor transmi~sion service but not including 

vehicle\indercoaling, bOdY regair and collisiQn work, gainlina, tire 
recaQging, major engine or Iransmission work or aulo dismanlling 
ogeIglions. 

. ..... -: 

Automobile Repair An establishmenjQr business which grovides as its prhnaIY use 
major vehicle regair such as major engine or transmission work or 

Shog-MajQr overhaul, vehicle ungercoaling, body repair and collision work, 
Services painting, .. tire recaQging .and auto dismanlling operations . 

.. _ .. 
An establishment or business which Rrovides as ils RrjrnaIY use the 
lubrication andlor checking, changingandlor additions of those 

011 Change fluids and filters neceSSQ[Y for the [egular maintenance of Q 
Establishment, Mini- vehicle, and exclusive olother minor or major automobile repair as 
lube • defined in this ordinance. il is intended that these services be 

I provided while customers wQit. generallywithin a fifteen UglJ.Q 
twentl'l2-Q) minute time frgme. 

Additional changes related to the changes in Article 2. Section 201 would occur in the 
following section of the City of Novi Zoning Ordinance: 
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Sections of City of Novl Zoning Ordinance to be Affected 
------~ .... - ------~ .... -

Article 14: B-2 Community Business Districts 
Article 15: B-3 General Business Districts 
Article 16: TC and TC-l Town Center Districts 
Article 18: Freeway Service Districts ___ M 

I 
c:"'rtic;le 19: 1-1 light Industrial 
~ti~le 25: General Provisions !parking Schedule) 

Additionally, the following sections of the City of Novi Code of ordinances will potentially be 
affected, pending review and comment by City of Novi legal counsel: 

[ 
I Sections of City 01 Novi Code of OrdInances Potentially Affected 
... ........ ........ . ..... ------~ . 

• Part II, Chapter 15: Fire Prevention and Protection, Article IV, Self Service Gas Stations 
• (ancLfootnoted municipgl powers reference) 
I PartJI, Chapter 28: Signs

mm 

____ _ 

• Part II, Chapter:33. Article III, Divisior;S: Traffic and Mot()rVehicles. Snow Ernerg<lnC"c""ie .... s'-----.J 

REQUESTED ACTION 
Staff requests that Planning Commission set a Public Hearing for these proposed ordinance 
amendments on July...l.L...2Q 12, forwarding any recommendation to City Council for reading 
and adoption. 

Should Commissioners have questions regarding this request, please contact Sarah Fleming, 
Planner. Community Development Department at (248) 735-5631, or via email at 
sfleming@cityolnovi.org. 

3 



Auto Repair Uses Identified in 

Novl 

Zoning Ordina nce 

Gasoline Service Siallon . 
IFtdl Service) 

Gasoline FIlling Station 
(Self Service) 

Automotive Service 
Establishment., Public Garage 

Mini-lube Of Quick 0 11 Change 
Establishment 

Automotive Repair and Maintenance Service Uses 
Exfstlng De/inftfons ond Proposed Modff/catfans 

Proposed Modilled Auto Repair Uses 
Novl Definition 

Suggested for Novi Zoning Ordinance 

A place for the retail dispensing,. sale, or offering for sale of motor fuels, with the only permitted acceuory uses being the servicing and minor repair 
of motor vehicles; retail sales at minor automotive related convenience products and accessories s\lch as windshield washer fluid, motor oil, WiPNS 
and window scrapers; and retail sales of non·automotive related products, Including II) sundries such as gum, candy, cigarettes, newspapers, 
magazines, and olher Individually packaged convenience items; (Ii) basic convenience grOGery items, such as milk and bread; (iii) pre~prepared food 
items that are not subject to licensing by the Michigan Department of Agriculture olthe Oakland County Heahh Department; and (iv) non-alcoholic fueling Station 

beverages. 

Not Defined 

Automob1le Repair Shop·-Mlnor Services 

Not Defined 

Automobile RepaIr Shop--MiliJor Services 

Not Defined 011 Change Facility 

Proposed Definition 

A place for the retail dispensing, sale, or offering for sale of motor fue ls, with the only permitted accessory uses being the 
servicing and minor repair of motor vehicles; retail sales of minor automotive related (onvenience products and 
laccessoriM such as Windshield washer flu id, motor oil, wipers and window scrapefS; and relail sales of non·automotive 
related producls, including (I) sundries such as gum, candy, cigarettes, newspapers, ma&alines, and other individually 
packaged COnvenIence Items; (II) basic convenience grocery items, such as milk and bread; (ill) pre-prepared food Items 
that are not subject to licensing by the Michigan Department of Agriculture or the Oakland County Health Department; 
and (Iv) non-alcoholic beverages. 

An establishment or busIness whIch provides illS lis primary use, Incidental or minor vehicle repairs such as engine tune· 
ups, brake service, electri cal repair and servicing" wheel allgnmenl5, exhaust system repair, heating and iIIlr conditioning 
repair and service, shock and strut system work, glaH and upholstery repair and replacement and minor transmission 
service but not Including ve.hlcle undercoa ting, body repair and collision work, paInting, tire reCilipping, major engine or 
transmissIon work or iIIUto dlsma ntllng operations. 

An establishment or business which provIdes as Its primary use major vehicle repillir such as major engine or transmission 
work or overhaul, vehicle undercoating, body repair and collision work, painting, tire recapping and auto dismantling 
operations. 

An emulishment or business which provides as Its primary use the lubrication and/or checkIng, changing and/or additions 
of those trulds and filters necessary for the regular maIntenance of a vehicle, and exclusive of other minor or major 
automobile repair as defined In this ordinance. it Is Intended that these services be prOVided while customers wait, 
generally within a fifteen (l5) to twenty (20) minute time frame, 

Definitions In Nov1 Ordin ance Not Matching a Specific Use Auto Repalr·Related Language from locations other than City of Novl Code of Ordinances, Appendix A, Section 201 (Zoning OrdInance) 

AppendIx A: Zoning Ordinance 

Article 19: 1·1 LIght Industrial District 
Section 1901.1:Prlncipal Uses Permitted In Automobile service establishments and publiC garages for vehicle re pair and 5ervlclng, engine tune ·ups, brake service, 

Automobile Repair 
The general repair, engine rebuilding, rebuilding Of reconditioning of motor vehIcles; collision service, such as body, fram e, or fender straightening Locations Not Abutting a Relldentlal District and electrical repair and servicing, wheel alignments, ellhaust system repair, hea ting and air conditioning repair and service, 
and repair; overall painting and undercoating of automobiles. Subject to Special Conditions sho<k and strut system work, glass and upholstery repair and replacement and engine and transmission service, but not 

including vehicle undercoating. body repair and colll5lon work, painting, tire recappin8 or auto dismantling operations. 

Any premises used for the storage or care of motor·driven vehicles, or where any such vehicles are equipped for operation, repaired, or kept for 
Pa rt 11: Code of Ordinances Gasoline Filling Station means a space, structure, or building 01 part of a building for the retail sale or st1pply of motor 

Garage, Service Chapter 28: Signs fuels. lubricanU, air, water and other customary facilities and service for the Installation of such commodities in oron 
remllneratlon, hire or sate. 

Section 28·1: Definitions such motor vehicle, but not Including special facilit ies for the painting, repair, or similar services thereof. 

full sel/-servlcegos station shall mean any service station v/here more than fifty (SO) percent or more than three (l) of its 

Part II: Code of Ordinances 
motor fuel dispensing devices may be operated by persons o ther than the owner, lessee, operator or an authoriled 

Chapter 15: Fire prevention and Protections 
employee. 

Article 01 : Self·Servlce Gas Stations 
Section 1S·66: Definitions SelJ.service gas stor/on shall mean any seJV1ce station where persons other than the owner, iessee, operator or an 

authorized employee are pe(milted to use or operate any motor fuel dispensing equipment. 

(C) City of NO'lf 
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