MEMORANDUM
ST Y GO

TO: Members of the Planning Commission

FROM: Barbara McBeth, AICP, Community Development
SUBJECT:  Text Amendment related to RV storage in the I-1 District

DATE: June 2, 2008

NOVI

cityolnovi.org

The attached ordinance language for Section 1905, Light Industrial District, is proposed as an
amendment to allow limited RV storage in the Light Industrial district, subject to several conditions,
as well as approval of a temporary use permit through the building official. The concept of limited
RV storage in the Light Industrial districts was presented to the City Council for consideration by a
Novi property owner, due to his desire to continue to store several recreational vehicles at an
industrial property on the east side of Heslip Drive, north of Nine Mile Road.

The City Council referred the matter to the Ordinance Review Committee, and the Committee has
reviewed the general intent of the ordinance and specific language at its meetings held over the
last several weeks. At its meeting last week, the Ordinance Review Committee endorsed the
attached language and forwarded it to the Planning Commission for a public hearing and
recommendation to the City Council.

This language has been prepared by the City Attorney’s office and has been reviewed by the
Community Development Department staff. A couple of minor adjustments to the language are
expected from the City Attorney’s office prior to the public hearing. The Planning Division
respectfully requests that Text Amendment 18.227 be scheduled for a public hearing for the June
25, 2008 Planning Commission meeting. At that time, the Planning Commission will be asked to
forward a recommendation to the City Council on the proposed ordinance changes.

If there are any questions about these text amendments, please contact the Community
Development Department.
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Recreational Vehicle Storage in the I-1 District
22550 Heslip Drive
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proper building requirements. The zoning was changed to I-1. | believe this area. that borders the
railvoad tracks, was always master planned to be industrial. Whether it was |1 or 112 did not affect the
closely surrounding area.

When we look at industrial districts, we realize the need for trucks. semi-trailers. and other
forms of inclusirial equipments to be utilized in these areas. When we enact ordinances for these areas,
we would consider the allowable amount of intrusiveness that goes along with what would be considered
detrimental to the surrounding community. In my opinion, to have an R.V. parked in an open field,
behind industrial buildings, with railroad tracks in the background, is no more obtrusive than having the
semi-trailers, delivery or service vehicles or equipment, or any of the other allowable uses that arc
permitted in these districts.

In conclusion, | find it ironic, that one remedy for the violation that | have, would be to pay
Palm Storage, on Novi Road, $485.00 per year to put my trailer in their open lield, when 1 am paying
$1000.00 per year in taxes for my own open field. In addition, the fact that 1 would be able to view my
own trailer when driving down Novi Road, but could not even see it parked on my own property when
driving down 9 mile, does not make sense. 1 do understand that when addressing ordinance amendments,
that you risk opening a “Pandora’s Box” when making changes, but I also believe that with proper
wording and specific criteria, an ordinance can allow for property owners to utilize their land, and not be
i detriment to the surrounding community.

In addition, | have inclhuded some photos of my properties as well as the storage facility on
Novi Road. | appreciate any considerations that you might have with regards to this request.

Respectfully, Steve Morianti
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