


qualities. As this landscape matures, the seasonal aesthetics and substantial screening will
improve the appearance of the back of the Walmart store from Town Center Drive.

The Planning Commission considered the revised landscape plan at the August 8th
Planning Commission meeting and recommended approval of the revised plan. City
Councilis asked to approve the revised plan at the August 13t City Council meeting.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approval of the request of the applicant, Walmart Stores East LP, Inc.,
for SP10-42, a revised landscape plan for the east portion of the site, bordering Town
Center Drive. The applicant has installed landscaping in accordance with the previously-
approved plan. The applicant has now proposed additional landscape screening
between the loading zone and Town Center Drive to confirm the sufficiency of the
planting plan in lieu of a decorative wall or fence.
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LANDSCAPE REVIEW




PLAN REVIEW CENTER REPORT
August 2, 2012
Revised Final Landscape Review
Walmart SP#10-42

Petitioner
Walmart Stores East LP, inc.

Review Type
Revised Final Landscape Plan

Property Characteristics

e Site Location: North of Eleven Mile Road, West of Town Center Drive
' [Section 14)

e Site Zoning: TC, Town Center

e Adjoining Zoning: North: TC; South (across Eleven Mile Road): TC; East (across
Town Center Drive): OSC, Office Service Commercial; West:
TC

e Current Site Use: New Walmart Store

e Adjoining Uses: North: various retail; South (across Eleven Mile Road): various

retail and office; East (across Town Center Drive): office;
West: various retail

e School District: Novi Community School District
e Site Size: 12.8 acres

Plan Date: August 2, 2012

Project Summary :
Walmart received a Special Land Use Permit and Site Plan Approval through the City -
Council on January 10, 2011. Construction on the facility has commenced with
significant progress. As the site has reached final stages of development, an aspect of
the approved landscape has been further reviewed. The east side of the new building
is the loading area for the store. While a 3-foot wall or fence in this area could have
been required by the City as part of the landscape plan, Walmart included the amenity
of a well landscaped pocket park on the corner of Eleven Mile and Town Center Drive
and various addifional plantings along Town Center Drive. The Planning Commission
and Council both scrutinized the plan and, as permitted by ordinance, adllowed that
planting plan in lieu of any wall or fence. Consideration was given to the grade
change from Town Center Drive and the rear of the facility forming an effective buffer.
Landscape requirements were bolstered and many evergreen trees were included fo
form an effective screen from Town Center Drive. ‘

The landscape is now in place, and in response to inquiries, Walmart has given further
consideration to augmenting the landscape screening on this east side of the building
along Town Center Drive.- Walmart has been most cooperative throughout on-site
discussions with staff. The Applicant did provide a plan for the augmentation of this
landscape buffer, and did respond to staff comments by adding still further landscape-
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