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CITY of NOVI CITY COUNCIL 

Agenda Item E 
April 9, 2012 

SUBJECT: Approval of a request by Willowbrook Community Association to remove the conditions 
under paragraph 7 of the Street Sign Agreement requiring the Association to pay the City 
for the cost of replacing the existing decorative signs with standard signs upon termination 
of the agreement, and to terminate the Street Sign Agreement with the City of Novi dated 
July 30, 1993. ~ 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Department of Public Services, Engineering Division (51 t.--

CITY MANAGER ~PPROV~ 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION; 

The Willowbrook Community Association (formerly known as the Willowbrook Subdivision 
Homeowners Association) has voted to terminate the Street Sign Agreement with the City 
of Novi dated July 30, 1993 allowing the subdivision to place and maintain decorative 
street signs rather than City-standard traffic control signs (see agreement and March 22, 
2012 letter from the Association, attached). While the agreement allows either party to 
terminate the agreement, it specifically requires the Association to reimburse the City for 
the installation of the replacement traffic control signs when the agreement is terminated. 
The Association is requesting that the City remove and replace the existing wooden 
decorative street signs with City standard signs at no cost to the Association. 

Staff recommends approval of the request as an opportunity to upgrade the signage 
within the subdivision to meet the new sign requirements that are pending from the 
Federal Highway Administration requiring improved retroreflectivity for traffic signs. 
Retroreflectivity is the ability of a surface. to return light back to its source (i.e., signs and 
pavement markings reflecting light from the headlights back toward the driver's eyes to 
make the signs more visible at night). The latest version of the Michigan Manual of Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices requires public agencies to maintain retroreflectivity at or above 
minimum stated levels. Many of the decorative signs that are currently installed within 
subdivisions that have street sign agreements do not meet these new requirements. The 
signs in Willowbrook Subdivision do not provide any retroreflectivity (see attached photos). 

The estimated cost for the removal and replacement of the six existing decorative street 
names signs is approximately $900, which could be funded as part of the $50,000 
allocated in FY2011-12 for necessary improvements to existing City signage to meet the 
new requirements. This funding source could also be used to provide an incentive for 
other subdivisions to terminate the existing street sign agreements in favor of City 
installation of standard signage rather than enforcing the new requirements with the 
Associations at their cost. A similar action was approved by City Council in August 2011 
for Lochmoor Village subdivision. Staff will continue to work with the various homeowners 
associations that have decorative signs toward compliance with the new standards. 



Approval of a request by Willowbrook Community Association to 
remove the conditions under paragraph 7 of the Street Sign Agreement requiring the 
Association to pay the City for the cost of replacing the existing decorative signs with 
standard signs upon termination of the agreement, and to terminate the Street Sign 
Agreement with the City of Novi dated July 30, 1993. 

Mayor Gatt Council Member Margolis 
Mayor Pro Tem Staudt Council Member Mutch 
Council Member Casey Council Member Wrobel 
Council Member Fischer 
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Map information depicted is not intended to replace or substitute for
any official or primary source.  This map was intended to meet

National Map Accuracy Standards and use the most recent,
accurate sources available to the people of the City of Novi.  

Boundary measurements and area calculations are approximate
and should not be construed as survey measurements performed by 
a licensed Michigan Surveyor as defined in Michigan Public Act 132

of 1970 as amended.  Pleased contact the City GIS Manager to
confirm source and accuracy information related to this map.
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BrianT. Coburn, P.E. 
36300 Lee BeGole Dr. 
Novi, MI 48375 

March 22,201 2 

Greetings Brian, I want to thank you for your assistance with the street signs. We, 
The Willowbrook Community Association, would like to cancel our current Sign 
Agreement with the City ofNovi. This decision was voted on in a general membership 
meeting on Febmary 16, 2012. We would like to have our current signs replaced with the 
new signs by the City ofNovi. It is our understanding that the City ofNovi has set aside 
budget money and will replace our current signs with the new signs at no cost to The 
Willowbrook Community Association. 

Again, I want to thank you for your assistance. If you need any other information 
from us, please feel free to call me, Tim Stotler at 248.444.9825 . 

The Willowbrook Community Association Officers: 

President, i;,.,.c.t\o..J J . 'Stot\u-

1~?'~ 
Vice President, lf~rJ"" v/.J(/p,.. k.L 

Treasurer, 

Secretary, 

Willowbrook Community Association 
PO BOX 184 
Novi, MI 48376 



betw~en the~ c!ty of Nov.f., <l Michiqn!l muniQipal Qcn:poration, 

who•o prinQipal otfiQe• are loQated at 45175 We•t Ton Mile 

Road, Novi, MiQhiqan 48375 (RCityR), and the 

Willowbrook 

P.O. Box 184 Novi 48376 

lfflE:REAS, the AIIII!IOQiation de !!lire• to Qon•truct 1 pay for 

and mdntdn !lltnlillt tdqn• and !IIUppc:u:'tli within th• 

~~Subdivi11ion 1110 that th<~ lllli9flli will be more 

~UIIIllth41tically, pleuinq and Qompatible with thl!il llllubdivhion 

than utandard •treet lllliqne. 

~mEREAS, section Jl-55 of the Novi Code of Ordinance~ 

allow111 the pll.coent of l!ltreet d9J1e uithin a !i!uWividon by 

a llllubdivieion asl!lociation 1!10 lonq as the association placing 

them aqreell\l to the terms and conditions of this Aqreoment. 

NOW THEREFORE, the part ills aqroe: 

l. If the Association desires to construct and place 

stroet dqn~~~ in the interior of its subdividon, it lillhall 

subait its proposed plans and specifications to the 

approved tor plaQoent shall &Qtually be plaQed and maintained 

in the riqht-of-way. 

:il. Any dqnre placed in the dqht-ot-way punuant to 

thio Aqreeaent shall be of the heiqht, size, and desiqn and 

be located as prescribed by the most recent edition of th~ 

Kichiqan Manual of Uniform Traffic Control O.vices 1 a• 

amendoci. The Sup•rint•ndent ahall requiro that all siqns and 

their a1upports shall conform to the applicablo City, State and 

roderal standards in rospect to safety. Any deviation from 

the standards of tho Cedi! lllhall only be from standards 

unrelai~od to B!'-fety 1 !!ind only with tho consont of the 



I1J1,1p41l!~ int4fln~4flnt, 

3, Siqn~ pl~c~d pur~u~nt to thi~ Aqr~~m®nt ~hall b~ ~t 

th~ ~ala co8t of the A•~ociation, One~ 111iqn~ ara placad, thay 

llihdl biii~ maintainf!lld, rG!lpdrad ~nd rliilpl!llc•d., <UI n•c®!l!!liaey, at 

tha 11ol® cost of thti!l AI!!I8!X:IiaUon, 

4, The A••ociation •hall immadiataly rapair, r~placa 

or ra-~r®ct any •iqn damaq®d, knockad down or da•troy®d. Tha 

city m~y at any time placa • temporary •tandara traffic •iqn 

until tha Al!!ll!lociation has actaa to rapair, raplaca or ra~aract 

tha •iqn. Any tampor~ry •iqn •hall ba raturnad to tha city 

by th® Al!!ls!X:!iation. 

5. If upon r@ilca.i.vinq notic• to npdr or nplac® • 

traffic •iqn ®ractaa pur•uant to this Aqr®liilmant, tha 

A••ociation fail• to do •o for a p®riod of fourt®an (14) day5, 

th8 <:ity uy raplac• any or all of tha dqn111 in tha 

111\Wdividon with •tanaard •iqn•, 111nd tha right to placa othar 

111iqn111 •• providad har~in •hall. pa lol!lt. 

•>· Th• purpo••• of thi111 Aqr••mtmt in allowini thlil 

A••ociation to place traffic •iqn• in the riqht-ot-w~y i• a• 

a privil•CJe and 111hall not·· constitut• any ri9ht to any 

compen•ation, damaCJ•• or cll!lims aqain•t the City tor any co~t 

u•ocj,ahd with the traffic dgn• •o enct•d. It thliil tri'\Uig 

signs er~cted by the Al!lsociation ar• takfiiln down and r~placad 

by dgns as provid•d h•r•in, tht~ city shall hav~ no 

re•pon•ibility as far as any co•t, paym•nt or other obligation 

what111oever. 

7, The partie• may at any time agree to terooinat~ thi9 

Aqr~ement, or the city, upon thirty (30) day• writt•n notico, 

may tcuninate the AqreOlllent for r•a•ons of Sllllf•ty or poo;: 

mainhnance of the sign11 by th• J\lll!lociation, and the city 

111hall have no re•pon•ibility to the A••ociation other than to 

r~turn th• •ign• to th• A••ociation. The Al!lsociation ahall 

pay the City within thirty (30) day• of receiving Ill bill, th• 

cost of r•placinq th• llli!JI'l• with standard siqns, which cost, 

it not paid, may be prorated nonq the lots in the subdivhion 



llfld &dd®d to t:h~ «'4/!il!ll®tfil!i!l!l€!1nt roll11. 'l'hC)I AllllillOQill!ticm 13hall 

dl!ll!!lC11"1111tratl!ll to t:h~ l!il&tbfaQtion ot th• City Attorney t:hil t: 

thlllr® ®Xil!iltlll within ~he A1111oei~tion'111 by-1aw11, or within th® 

nlilltrictiv~ cov~nant111 applicabh to 111d.d IIIW:xHvitdon, th<ll 

authority tor 111uch &Biii~IIIB!!l~nt. 

8. Upon approval by the City and completion of th® 

inl!ltalhltion of t:h®l llliqnB, thE~~ Alii&Jochtion aqre4!l!il to !HW® 

h&rl!llel!ll!l, indemnity, reprl!lll!l®nt and d®fend the City from any 

and all elaims for bodily injury or prop•rtY damage or any 

ot:he:t' chill nhting to or &u:ilillinq out of the dedgn, 

pl.acHnumt or e:d11tenc::e of l!liqnll within City right-ot-way, 

except tor claim• aril!linq out ot the zole negligence of th~ 

cityf it11 employees and aqentl!l. 

9. The provi•ion• of thil!l Aqreement zhall inure to th® 

bc:meUt of and b4i bindinq upon the partiellll hereto, thd1: 

/Jwo.0~ 
~7-'7 n e s c . J) v ;:;;::; 

') 

~~.!k;p 

~~"'~ 
L/ 

CITY OF NOVI 

Willovbrook SUBDIVISION 
HOKIOWNER'S ASSOCIATION 

ITS I 



STAT! OF MICHIGAN) 
) ss 

COUN'l'Y OF O~D) 

on thilll dffi day of (()c:;:f_ , 19 ;i3 , b~i'on m®, 
a Nc1tary Public, per111onally appear~d Matth~w c. Quinn and 
Geraldine Stipp, reapectively the Mayor and city Clerk of th® 
City of Novi, oakland county, Michigan, a Michigan municipal 
corporation, who after being tir111t duly !!~Worn, acknowl®dged 
the foregoing Agreement !lind executed l!llill:l:l<il on beh!lli' oi' th® 
City. 

, Notary Public 
Oakl nd county, Michigllln/ _; 
My coubdon !xpin111 x J/2- 7/96 

AGNES C. DURBIN 
Notary Public. Oakland County, Ml 
My Commission Ellplres July 27.1996 
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