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CITY of NOVI CITY COUNCil

Agenda Item 1
September 28, 2009

SUBJECT: Adoption of a resolution authorizing the participation in the signing of a Military Community
Covenant with Oakland County and several local government officials on Sunday, October 11,
2009 in support of community members and their families who serve in the United States Armed
Forces.

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Neighborhood and Business Relations

CITY MANAGER APPROVAW

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

The Military Community Covenant is designed to develop and foster effective state and community
partnerships with the Army in improving the quality of life for Soidiers and their families, both at
their current duty stations and as they transfer from state to state. The Community Covenant is
tailored at the local level, with leaders at both local and state levels participating in covenant
signings. While the Community Covenant is an Army program, it extends to the other Military
Services as well, recognizing that many community efforts support all Service Members and their
families regardless of the uniform they wear.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Adoption of a resolution authorizing the participation in the signing of a
Military Community Covenant with Oakland County and several local government officials on
Sunday, October 11, 2009 in support of community members and their families who serve in the
United States Armed Forces.
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Military Community Covenant
Supporting Those Who Serve

RESOLUTION
Authorizing Participation in the signing of a

Military Community Covenant
on Sunday, October 11,2009

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we honor the men and women of the
United States Armed Forces who have stepped forward in all circumstances
throughout American history so that we can live in freedom; and

WHEREAS, nothing is more honorable or noble than wearing the uniform of the
United States.Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, Coast Guard, National Guard,
Reserves; and

WHEREAS, the City of Novi recognizes and honors the commitment our
military personnel and their families are making every day for our community,
State, and Country; and

WHEREAS, the City of Novi is dedicated to building partnerships that support
the strength, resilience and readiness of Michigan's military personnel and their
families; and

NOW, THEREFORE, Be It Resolved, that the Novi City Council authorizes the
participation in the signing of a Military Community Covenant in partnership with
Oakland County and several local government officials on Sunday, October 11,
2009 at the Palace of Auburn Hills.

CERTIFICATION

I, hereby certify that the forgoing is a true and complete copy of a Resolution
adopted by the City Council of the City of Novi at a regular meeting held this
28th day of September, 2009.

Maryanne Cornelius, GityClerk
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TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

DATE:

MEMORANDUM

CLAY PEARSON, CITY MANAGER

SHERYL WALSH, DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS

MILITARY COMMUNITY COVENANT

SEPTEMBER 17,2009

The City of Novi has been asked to participate with Oakland County and several local
government officials in the signing of a Military Community Covenant on Sunday, October 11 at
the Detroit Pistons game at the Palace of Auburn Hills.

The Military Community Covenant is designed to develop and foster effective state and
community partnerships with the Army in improving the quality of life for Soldiers and their
families, both at their current duty stations and as they transfer from state to state. The
Community Covenant is tailored at the local level, with leaders at both local and state levels
participating in covenant signings. While the Community Covenant is an Army program, it
extends to the other Military Services as well, recognizing tha.t many community efforts support
all Service Members and their families regardless of the uniform they wear.

In addition to the covenant signing at half-time, the Palace is providing up to 5,000 free tickets to
military families for the event. The Palace will be listing information on their web site and we will / /
be placing an item on cityofnovi.org and Novi Television to promote the free ticket availability. / /

Following the event, all communities will receive signed copies of the Community Covenant to
display.

I am requesting we place this item for consideration on the September 28th agenda for City
Council consideration. If you have any questions, please let me know.
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Featured Programs
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• •• .•••.• • • This program raises

public awareness of the needs of our severely injured Service

men and women, and provides unique, direct programs and

services to meet their needs.

• • • • This Important legislation

addresses the educational transition needs of military children

as they move from state to state. Features include: eligibility,

enrollment, placement and graduation requirements. Eleven

states have enacted legislation.

l'J!m~rMmJii'(oomi'CJr!:'r!'Ii'!1lIAll in uniform at Fort Hood

are either deployed, have just returned, or are on the way. The

communities of Central Texas provide unquestioned support to

Fort Hood's Soldiers and their Families by sending letters and

packages to Soldiers "downrange" while making the families

who remain behind a part of their own.

lID~rJj~i!Ilm.mThirty·five states provide full in-state

tuition to military families, including continuation of the

discounted rate when military sponsor is reassigned out of

state.

TAPS provides help, hope, and healing to anyone

who lost a loved one in military service. TAPS is accessible

anytime to talk, to meet with others who have shared

experiences and understanding, or to find support and

information from a professional network of resources.

This program provides

opportunities for citizens to show their support for the US

Armed Forces. America Supports You connects Americans

with homefront groups offering a variety of support to the

mflitary community.

BEST PRACTICES

National Initiatives

. • • • , • •. •• With more than

40 percent of the National Guard and Reserve engaged

in overseas military operations, governors are offering

expanded benefits such as health care cost, life insurance,

unemployment benefits and emergency financial assistance.

• ' .••• Many states and territories offer

education benefits to Military Service members and their

families, such as tuition assistance, scholarships for family

members, and support to families of the fallen.

• • • • •• Many federal, state, and

private sector initiatives have been developed that provide

military spouses the opportunity to attain financial security

and achieve employment goals through career mobility and

enhanced employment options. Other programs support

Soldiers as they transition from the military to civilian life.

www.communitycovenant.army.mil

• •••• Various non-profit organizations

provide numerous forms of assistance to military families.

Many programs focus on children and youth impacted by

deployment or support children through trauma and loss.

A number of states provide

unemployment compensation to spouses who leave

employment because of a military move. There are also a

number of non-profit programs that help military families with

financial needs.

Over 30 bills were enacted by states

in 2007 to address flexible and expedited processes to aid

military-connected voters in deployed areas.

Many organizations

provide support to wounded Soldiers and their Families,

including tailored transition assistance and specialty housing.



ARMY COMMUNITY COVENANT
SUPPORTING THOSE WHO SERVE


