SIGN ORDINANCE AMENDMENT
“STRIKE-THROUGH COPY”
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
COUNTY OF OAKLAND
CITY OF NOVI1

ORDINANCE NO. 08-

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 28, “SIGNS,” OF
THE CITY OF NOVI CODE TO UPDATE, CLARIFY, AND
PROVIDE NEW SUBSTANTIVE REGULATIONS
CONCERNING THE PLACEMENT OF SIGNS WITHIN
AND THROUGHOUT THE CITY.

THE CITY OF NOVI ORDAINS:

PART 1

That Chapter 28, “Signs,” shall be amended to read in its entirety as follows:

Sec. 28-1. Definitions.

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning;:

Area of sign means the entire area within the smallest circle, triangle, parallelogram, or
other geometric shape that encloses the extreme limits of any writing, picture, logo,
representation, emblem, or figure of similar character, together with any frame or other material
or color forming an integral part of the display or used to differentiate such sign from the
background against which it is placed, excluding the necessary supports or uprights on which
such sign is placed. Where a sign has two (2) or more faces, the area of all faces shall be
included in determining the area of the sign, except that where two (2) such faces are placed back
to back and are at no point more than two (2) feet from one another, the area of the sign shall be
taken as the area of one (1) face if the two (2) faces are of equal area, or as the area of the larger
face if the two (2) faces are of unequal area.

Community special event means a charitable, educational, or public event occurring
within the City of Novi.

District means a zoning district as established in Appendix A, "Zoning Ordinance", as
amended.






services, businesses, institutions, organizations or industries located within the planned complex
or contiguous stores.

(3)  Business sign means a sign that directs attention to a business or profession
conducted, or to a product, service, or activity sold or offered upon, the premises where such sign
is located and that references only the name of the business at the premises, the profession
conducted, and the product, service, or activity sold or provided at the premises.

4) Canopy sign means an identification or business sign painted on, or attached flat
against the surface of a canopy or awning projection from the building.

(5) Changeable copy sign means a sign designed so the copy can be changed either
manually or electronically, while the surface of the sign remains unchanged.

| | | | | 11 i |
- ) A sign on which the
message changes more than feur{(4)-timesperhour- for a maximum of
' shall be considered an animated sign. Time and temperature displays and fuel
price displays shall be considered changeable copy signs rather than animated signs regardless of
the number of changes per day:

(6) Directory sign means a wall or window sign located at the pedestrian entry of a
building listing occupants and tenants inside a building.

(7) Entranceway sign means a ground sign that designates the street
entranceway to a residential, industrial, or commercial subdivision, apartment complex,
condominium development, or other integrated or coordinated multi-parcel development or
permitted institution, from a public right-of-way.

(8)  Flashing sign means any sign that contains or is illuminated by a light source that
produces a brilliant flash and darkness on an alternating basis resulting in a pulsating effect
designed to attract attention, or that contains an intermittent or sequential light source, or that
emits light in sudden transmission.

9) Grand opening sign. A sign intended to promote or advertise the initial opening
of a commercial business.

(10)  Ground sign means a sign, not attached to any building, supported by a
monument placed in the ground surface such that the entire bottom of the sign is affixed to the
ground and is not supported by poles, columns, or uprights.

(11)  Groundpole sign means a sign attached to a pole or poles temporarily driven into
the ground, the sole purpose of which pole or poles is to hold the sign.

(12)  Help wanted sign means a sign soliciting employees for the place of buisiness
where posted and that does not contain any information other than that relating to the solicitation
of employees.






(24) Motor vehicle sign: A sign measuring more than two (2) square feet in size that is
mounted, placed, written, or painted on a vehicle or trailer, whether motor-driven or not.

Thoroughfare means a wmajor—thereughtare—or—thoroughfare-
as established in the master plan adopted by the city pursuant to Act No. 285 of the
Public Acts of Michigan of 1931 (MCL 125.31 et seq., MSA 5.2991 et seq.), as amended. A

major thoroughtare ineludes-a-major artertl-artertal or minorarterial onsaid master-plan

Vending machine means a currency operated machine for selling small articles or
services.

Sec. 28-1.5. Preamble; purpose.

The purpose of this chapter is to establish standards for the time, place, and manner of the
erection and use of signs, symbols, markings, and advertising devices within the city. The
standards are designed to promote the health, public safety, and welfare of persons within the
community, including the promotion of traffic safety and aesthetics, and to aid in development
and promotion of business and industry by providing sign regulations that encourage creativity,
effectiveness, and flexibility in design and use of such devices without creating detriment to the
general public.

It is further the intent of this chapter to:

(a) Encourage good design in the context of the overall image and visual environment
of the city, and prescribe sound practices with respect to size, spacing, illumination, type and
placement of signs for the purpose of safeguarding and enhancing properties in each of the
various types of zoning districts.

(b) Enhance the appearance of the business community, taking into account the
nature of the use, and thus stimulate as well as protect the economic vitality of the city and the
orderly growth and development of business and industry in the city.

(c) Provide for signage that is adequate but not excessive and that displays a message
through use of pictures, symbols and logos for rapid comprehension by the public.

(d) Prohibit the erection of signs in such numbers, sizes, designs and locations as may
create a hazard or distraction to pedestrians and motorists and thus promote safety upon the
streets and highways in the city.

(e) Avoid excessive competition for large or multiple signs, so that permitted signs
provide adequate identification and direction while minimizing clutter, unsightliness, and
confusion.

® Prevent sign overload and excessively large signs which creates a visually chaotic
and competitive situation within the business community.

(g) Protect public investment in public structures, open spaces and thoroughfares.

(h) Minimize the adverse effects of signs on nearby public and private property.

(i) Enhance the effectiveness of necessary directional and warning signs.

() Preserve property values.

(k) Recognize that advertising signs are a legitimate advertising medium in the
locations which neither lessen the visual attributes of the city through the placement of such



signs, nor cause confusion, safety problems or lessen the ability to identify local businesses
through visual clutter.

) Regulate advertising signs within the city in the interests of economic prosperity,
civic pride, quality of life and general welfare of the people who reside in, are visiting, are
employed in or conduct business in the city.

Sec. 28-2. Rules and regulations to interpret and implement chapter.

The city manager shall have the power as may be necessary in the interest of the public
safety, health, and general welfare to adopt and promulgate rules and regulations to interpret and
implement provisions of this chapter and to secure the intent thereof. Such rules and regulations
shall become effective after filing with the council.

Sec. 28-3. Permits.

(a) Required. Except as expressly provided in Sections 28-7, relating to temporary
signs, and Section 28-8, relating to signs allowed in all districts, it shall be unlawful for any
person to erect, alter, relocate, or maintain any sign or other advertising structure without first
obtaining a permit therefor from the city and payment of a fee provided for in this section.

(b)  Application. Application for erection permits shall be made upon forms provided
for by the city, and shall contain or have attached thereto the following information:

(1) Name, address and telephone number of the applicant;

(2) Location of building, structure, or lot to which the sign is to be attached or
erected;

3) Position of the sign in relation to nearby buildings, structures, and
property lines;

4) Two (2) drawings of the plans and specifications and method of
construction and attachment to the building or in the ground;

(5) Copy of stress sheets and calculations, if deemed necessary by the
building official, showing the structure as designed for dead load and wind
pressure in accordance with regulations adopted by the building official;

(6)  Name and address of the person erecting the structure;

@) Any electrical permit required and issued for such sign;

(8) Insurance policy or bond as required by this chapter;

(9)  Such other information as the city manager or his or her designee may
require to show full compliance with this and all other applicable laws of
the city and the state;

(10)  In the discretion of the city manager or his or her designee when in his or
her opinion the public safety requires it, the application containing the
material required by this section shall, in addition, bear the certificate or
seal of a registered architect or engineer as a condition to the issuance of a
permit;



(11) In all applications for entranceway signs, the city manager or his or her
designee shall require that appropriate provisions have been made to
ensure continued maintenance of the sign.

(c) Fee. A permit fee shall be paid to the city for each permanent permit and each
temporary permit required by this chapter as shall be set by resolution of the council from time to
time.

(d) Ordinary maintenance. No permit is required for the ordinary servicing or
repainting of an existing sign message, the cleaning of a sign, the changing of information on a
directory sign, or the changing of advertising on a permitted sign specifically designed for
regular change of message without change in structure.

Sec. 28-4. Liability insurance for signs on public property.

If any wall, projecting pole, or roof sign is suspended over a public street or public
property, or if the vertical distance of such sign above the street or property is greater than the
horizontal distance from the sign to the public property line or parapet wall and is so located as
to be able to fall or to be pushed onto the public street or property, then the owner of such sign
shall provide at the time of obtaining a permit and keep in force a public liability insurance
policy, approved by the city attorney, in the amounts set by resolution of the council or other
formal city action. The policy shall indemnify the owner and the city from all damage suits or
actions of every nature brought or claimed against the owner and the city for or on account of
injuries or damages to persons or property received or sustained by any person through any act of
omission or negligence of the owner, his servants, agents or employees regarding such sign. In
lieu of an insurance policy an owner may present proof satisfactory to the city attorney that the
owner is financially capable of self-insurance in the amounts required by resolution of the
council.

Sec. 28-5. Permitted according to district.

The following types of signs, illuminated or unilluminated, shall be permitted in the
following districts and in limited number, in accordance with the following regulations:

(1) Types of signs permitted in each district:
a. In any residential district (RA, R1, R2, R3, R4, RT, RM1, RM2, MH):

L. Entranceway signs for residential subdivisions, apartment
complexes, condominiums, and other integrated or coordinated
multi-parcel residential developments;

2. Identification signs on schools and permitted non-residential
institutions, and on barns, identifying farm name and ownership
(only a ground sign or wall sign shall be permitted);

3 Business signs on churches and other religious uses;






2)

l.
2.

Temporary signs as noted in section 28-6,
Signs as noted in section 28-7.

Area height and placement regulations:

a.

Ground sign:

1.

Area:

Except as provided below, ground signs shall not exceed a
maximum thirty (30) square feet or one (1) square foot

for each two (2) feet of setback from the nearest
street center line as required herein, whichever is greater,
with a maximum area of one hundred (100) square feet.
Where the business is a gasoline filling station, the
maximum area of the sign shall be thirty (30) square feet.
Fuel pricing information is permitted only on the following
percentages of the area of the sign:

If the gasoline filling station is on a corner lot situated on
two (2) or more thoroughfares, then fifty (50) percent may
be allotted for fuel pricing information;

All other gasoline filling stations are allotted twenty-five
(25) percent.

Height: A ground sign shall not be greater than as follows:

Business center signs in the TC, TC-1, GE, and RC districts
shall not exceed a height of fifieen (15) feet; See
measurement method, section 28-1.

All other ground signs shall not exceed a height of six (6)
feet; See measurement method, section 28-1.

Placement: Ground signs shall not be placed less than three (3)
feet from the the future (planned) right-of-way line. The sign shall
be placed no closer than fifty (50) feet from any residential district.

2.
1.
il.

3.

Wall sign:

1 Area:
(a)

All zoning districts except TC-1 and GE:

(1) Single story building(s):















Projecting sign, subject to the requirements of the Sign Design Review Manual,
and provided that any other permitted sign shall be reduced by the area of the

projecting sign:

1.

Pedestrian level projecting sign: In a TC-1 and GE zoning districts,
a business having a first floor pedestrian entrance in a single or
multiple story building shall be entitled, in addition to any other
sign, to one (1) pedestrian level projecting identification sign. Each
business shall be entitled to only one (1) projecting sign.

(a)

(b)

(c)

Area: A pedestrian level projecting sign shall not exceed
three (3) square feet in area or three (3) feet in width. The
area of such sign shall be in addition to any permitted sign
provided for herein.

Placement: Pedestrian level projecting signs shall only be
located on private or public streets. They shall be located
within the store frontage of the business being identified.
No pedestrian level projecting sign shall be located closer
than twenty (20) feet from any other pedestrian level
projecting sign. The bottom of such sign shall be at least
eight and one-half (8.5) feet above the surrounding grade
and shall not exceed twelve (12) feet in height. No sign
shall be greater than three feet in width.

If a projecting sign 1s utilitzed, any other permitted sign
shall be reduced by the area of the projecting sign.

Upper level projecting sign: In a TC-1 or GE zoning district, a
business located on the upper level of a multiple-story building
may utilize, in lieu of a permitted wall sign, an upper level
projecting identification or business sign. Each sign shall identify
only one (1) business.

(a)

(b)

(c)

Area: An upper level projecting sign shall not exceed
fifteen (15) square feet in area or three (3) feet in width.

Height: The bottom of such sign shall be at least twelve
(12) feet above the surrounding grade and shall not extend
above the height of the wall.

Placement: An upper level projecting sign shall be located

on the exterior wall as close to the center of the occupied
space as possible.
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4)

Except in the TC-1 and GE districts, where a corner lot or parcel occupied
by a single business and situated on two (2) or more thoroughfares, wall
signs may be permitted on cach thoroughfare in accord with this chapter,
except that if a ground sign is selected and placed on the premises, only
the ground sign shall be permitted. At those locations where projecting
signs are permitted, no more than one projecting sign shall be permitted at
a corner lot or parcel. Each wall sign permitted under this subpart shall be
reduced by the area of the projecting sign.

Within the OS-1, OS-2, and OST districts, an additional wall sign, or an
additional ground sign if no other ground sign exists on the parcel, shall be
permitted if the building is no less than forty thousand (40,000) square feet
in size.

Where a building within the FS, OS-1, 0S-2, OST, TC, I-1 or I-2 districts
on property which abuts the 1-96 freeways or the M-5 limited access
corridor, a single additional wall sign may be utilized oriented toward the
freeway or corridor, provided that no additional sign has been permitted
under subsection (3)i., and provided that further said sign shall be of no
larger size than the wall sign permitted on the front of the building.

An entranceway sign is permitted at each entranceway to a residential
subdivision or condominium development. With respect to such
entranceway signs, two (2) sign faces greater than two (2) feet apart are
permitted. If a residential subdivision or condominium development has a
boulevard entrance, one, single-face entranceway sign is permitted on
cach side of the boulevard. The total area of the faces shall be computed
as if they were back to back. See definition for area of sign.

A freestanding building in which a restaurant use is located—
shall be permitted both &1 ground sign and & 1= wall sign
; provided, however, that this provision shall not apply to
allow more than two signs to- 1 any such restavrant-use without
ZBA approval of additional nonconforming signs.

Design of signs in the TC-1 and GE zoning districts:

a.

Where separately owned businesses occupying a single building or a
single parcel of land utilize individual identification wall signs, all such
signs on the building or within the center shall be of a common style i.e.,
individual freestanding letters shall be utilized with other signs composed
of individual freestanding letters;—box—signs—{framed—wal-siens)-shall-be
utilizedwith-ether-box-siens. Where premises have lawfully developed
with signs not of a common style, future signs shall be of a style common
to a majority of signs within the development. If the parcel of land or
buildings is divided into condominium units for purposes of the separate
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ownership of business premises, and the individual units are designed and
constructed with varied architectural styles so as to distinguish separate
units, wall signs shall not be required to be of a common style.

b. All signs in a TC-1 district, except those permitted in section 28-7 of this
Code, shall be reviewed pursuant to the Sign Design and Review Manual
for Novi TC-1 district.

c. All provisions of the Novi Design Review Manual, as revised and attached
hereto, are hereby adopted, enacted and made a part of this ordinance. The
provisions of the design review manual shall provide standards and criteria
upon which the decision for approving or denying a sign shall be based.

(5) Changeable copy signs: Changeable copy signs, as defined in this ordinance, are
permitted, subject to the following limitations:

a. Such sign shall be a business ground sign only, not including a business center
sign, and shall be subject to the area, height, and placement requirements for a
business ground sign in such location as otherwise permitted under this
ordinance.

b. Such sign shall be permitted only for places of worship; schools; movie
theatres and similar entertainment venues at which shows, performers, or
entertainers change on a regular basis;cas stations; restaurants; recreational
facilities at which events change on a regular basis; and gas stations, subject to
any other applicable requirements for such uses in this ordinance.

c. The changeable copy portion of such sign shall not exceed 2/3 of the sign
area - the remainder of the sign shall be of a permanent character as
otherwise required under this ordinance:

d. In addition to the general requirements for sign maintenance, all changeable
copy signs shall bear a legible message, other suitable display or be left blank.
Electronic devices when not in use may be left blank and unlighted. Any
lighted or electronic changeable copy sign in which the electrical or lighting
components are operating in an erratic, broken or damaged fashion shall be
turned off or removed.

Sec. 28-6. Temporary signs.
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