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Agenda 

Novi Public Library Board of Trustees--Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, June 20, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 

City of Novi, Council Chambers 

45175 W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, Michigan  48375 

 

Novi Public Library provides the resources and programs to support the educational, cultural, 

informational and recreational needs of its diverse community. 

 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

3. Approval and Overview of Agenda 

 

4. Consent Agenda 

 

5. Correspondence 

 

6. Presentation 

A. Rick Tuttle – Great Oaks Landscaping 

 

7.  Public Comment 

 

8. President’s Report 

A. Library Goals 2011-2012 ........................................................................................................................... 17 

B. Library Director’s review 

 

9. Treasurer’s Report 

A. Library Budget 2011-2012 ........................................................................................................................ 23 

B. Library Financials and Walker Fund, May 31, 2012 ............................................................................ 25 

C. Library cafe revenue report – due 15th of the month ..................................................................... N/A 

 

10. Director’s Report .............................................................................................................................................. 31 

A. Public Services Report ............................................................................................................................. 44 

B. Building Operations Report..................................................................................................................... 45 

C. Library Usage Statistics – May 2012 ....................................................................................................... 46 

 

11. Friends of Novi Library Report ....................................................................................................................... 50 

 

12. Student Representatives’ Report ................................................................................................................. 53 

 

13. Historical Commission Report ........................................................................................................................ 54 

 

14. Committee Reports 

A. Policy Committee (Margolis, Teasdale, Kilgore - chair) – Met on May 21st  

B. HR Committee (Kilgore, Verma - chair) 

C. Finance Committee (Czekaj, Teasdale, Margolis - chair) 

D. Fundraising Committee (Sturing, Mena - chair) 

E. Strategic Planning Committee (Kilgore, Sturing, Mena - chair) – Met on June 6th  

F. Landscape Committee (Kilgore, Margolis, Czekaj - chair) – Met on June 12th  

 

15. Public Comment 

 

16. Matters for Board Action 

A. Novi Author/Artist Collection Policy – New Policy………………………………………………………42  

B. Unattended Children Policy – Revision……………………………………………………………………42 
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17. Executive Session – Library Director’s Annual Performance Review 

 

18. Adjourn 

 

 

Consent Agenda: 

1. Approval of Claims and Warrants L495 ........................................................................................... 3 

2. Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes – May 20, 2012 ................................................................ 5 

 

Supplemental Information 

 Party on the Patio, Novi News – Thursday, June 14th 2012………………………………………..49 

 Bits and Pieces May 2012 – Jim Pletz, TLN Director…………………………………………………55 

 TLN Directors Report May 2012 – Jim Pletz…………………………………………………………...56 

 Summer Reading a Way to Stimulate the Mind, Novi News – Thursday, June 14th 2012…...57 

 Board & Administrator – May 2012, June 2012............................................................................. 58 

 Library Board Calendar .................................................................................................................... 62 

 

Future Events: 

 Historical Commission Regular Meeting – Wednesday, June 27th at 1:00pm, Novi Public Library 

 Library Board Goal Setting Session – Wednesday, June 27th at 6:30pm, Novi Public Library 

 Strategic Planning Focus Groups:  Monday, June 25th (Noon and 7:00pm), Saturday, June 30th at 

10am – Novi Public Library 

 Friends of the Novi Library Regular Meeting – Wednesday, July 11th at 7:00pm, Novi Public Library 

 Library Board Regular Meeting – Wednesday, July 18th at 7:00pm, Novi Public Library 

 Historical Commission Regular Meeting – Wednesday, July 25th at 1:00pm, Novi Public Library 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

45255 W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI  48375, Telephone:  248-349-0720 

http://www.novilibrary.org 
 

http://www.novilibrary.org/
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Warrant 495  June  2012  

Payable to Invoice # Account number Account total 

Brodart 

 

268-000.00-727.000  $       55.33  

Global Office Solutions  268-000.00-727.000  $     475.69  

Suntel Services  268-000.00-734.000  $  1,113.76  

TechSoup Global  268-000.00-734.000  $       29.00  

Thalner Electronic Laboratories  268-000.00-734.000  $     320.00  

TotalChoice Hosting Jun-12 268-000.00-734.000  $         4.00  

Suntel Services  268-000.00-734.500  $     409.35  

Discount Paper Products, Inc.  268-000.00-740.000  $     406.30  

Home Depot  268-000.00-740.000  $         6.35  

Midwest Tape  268-000.00-740.000  $     269.99  

Sentry Supply  268-000.00-740.000  $     252.18  

Amazon.com  268-000.00-742.000  $  3,381.70  

AudioCraft Publishing, Inc.  268-000.00-742.000  $       20.03  

Brodart  268-000.00-742.000  $ 11,063.89  

Center Point Large Print  268-000.00-742.000  $     127.02  

Ebsco  268-000.00-742.000  $     197.40  

Gale  268-000.00-742.000  $  1,485.37  

Garden City Public Library  268-000.00-742.000  $       13.39  

John Wiley & Sons Inc.  268-000.00-742.000  $     166.50  

Multicultural Books & Videos  268-000.00-742.000  $     327.95  

Penworthy  268-000.00-742.000  $     847.79  

Scholastic Book Fairs Book Chat 268-000.00-742.000  $       18.00  

The Library Network  268-000.00-742.000  $       37.05  

Tsai Fong Books, Inc.  268-000.00-742.000  $     233.36  

Teddy, James 4/2-6/30/12 268-000.00-743.000  $     130.00  

Midwest Tape  268-000.00-744.000  $  1,733.45  

OverDrive  268-000.00-744.000  $     914.17  

Amazon.com  268-000.00-745.200  $       64.96  

Midwest Tape  268-000.00-745.200  $  3,292.92  

Midwest Collaborative for Library Services  268-000.00-745.300  $ 10,080.00  

ProQuest LLC  268-000.00-745.300  $  2,580.00  

Bright House Networks  268-000.00-801.925  $     155.54  

Michigan Library Association Farkas/12-13 fy 268-000.00-809.000  $  1,469.00  

Novi Rotary  Farkas/4/1-6/30/12 268-000.00-809.000  $     154.00  

DuAll Cleaning, Inc. 4/1/2012 268-000.00-817.000  $  3,934.50  

AT&T 5/22-6/21/12 268-000.00-851.000  $     285.62  

Verizon Wireless 4/29-5/28/12 268-000.00-851.000  $     508.46  

Carpenter, Suzanne  268-000.00-862.000  $       24.42  

Accuform SRP broc I-4th gr 268-000.00-880.000  $  2,238.00  

AT&T  268-000.00-880.000  $       59.00  

Gordon Food Service Mem Parade 268-000.00-880.000  $     101.89  

Home Depot 24-May-12 268-000.00-880.000  $       18.63  

J.L. Geisler Corp Mathew 268-000.00-880.000  $       25.45  

Sam's Club  268-000.00-880.000  $       31.15  

Amazon.com  268-000.00-880.268  $       64.86  

Carpenter, Suzanne yth pgm 268-000.00-880.268  $       34.96  

Druschel, Pauline July 2012/12-13 fy 268-000.00-880.268  $       40.00  
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Warrant 495  June  2012  

Payable to Invoice # Account number Account total 

Esseltine, Megan July 2012/12-13 fy 268-000.00-880.268  $       80.00  

Gordon Office Solutions yth pgm 268-000.00-880.268  $       15.07  

Guildcraft Arts & Crafts  268-000.00-880.268  $     151.87  

Keppler Speakers 

12-13fy/Comm. 

Read 268-000.00-880.268  $  2,500.00  

Motion Picture Licensing Corp 12-13 fy 268-000.00-880.268  $     217.56  

Mutch, Kathleen July 2012/12-13 fy 268-000.00-880.268  $     100.00  

Novi Parks July 2012/12-13 fy 268-000.00-880.268  $     750.00  

Oriental Trading Company, Inc.  268-000.00-880.268  $     159.38  

Rhode Island Novelty  268-000.00-880.268  $       81.18  

Scholastic Book Fair  268-000.00-880.268  $     508.49  

Spencer, Mary 

July 16, 2012/12-13 

fy 268-000.00-880.268  $     180.00  

Konica Minolta  268-000.00-900.000  $     993.05  

University Lithoprinters Engage 268-000.00-900.000  $ 13,990.65  

Consumers Energy 4/18-5/14/12 268-000.00-921.000  $     457.74  

DTE Energy 4/24-5/23/12 268-000.00-922.000  $ 14,027.93  

Allied Waste  268-000.00-934.000  $     157.92  

Cintas  268-000.00-934.000  $     702.81  

Dalton Commercial Cleaning Corp  268-000.00-934.000  $     375.00  

Home Depot  268-000.00-934.000  $       47.01  

Lighting Supply Co.  268-000.00-934.000  $     115.10  

Oakland Plumbing  268-000.00-934.000  $     768.75  

Orkin  268-000.00-934.000  $       50.00  

Sam's Club  268-000.00-934.000  $       35.07  

Schindler Elevator Corp  268-000.00-934.000  $     347.11  

Sherwin- Williams, Co.  268-000.00-934.000  $     189.94  

Touch of Tropics  268-000.00-934.000  $       50.00  

Tri-county Back-Flow Specialists, Inc.  268-000.00-934.000  $     275.71  

Sam's Club  268-000.00-935.000  $       10.92  

Southgate Ford  268-000.00-935.000  $      (18.00) 

Speedway  268-000.00-935.000  $       45.02  

Airgas  268-000.00-941.000  $       76.75  

Brien's Services, Inc.  268-000.00-941.000  $     429.30  

Home Depot  268-000.00-941.000  $       48.92  

Sherwin- Williams, Co.  268-000.00-941.000  $     276.95  

Konica Minolta Premier Finance  268-000.00-942.000  $  1,049.96  

Corrigan Record Storage  268-000.00-942.100  $       15.50  

Bitterle, Karen  268-000.00-956.000  $       77.00  

Shih, Tsuei-Mei  268-000.00-956.000  $       32.75  

Petty Cash (Book It)  269-000.00-742.262  $       63.66  

    

TOTAL    $ 88,638.45  
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2011-2012 Budget   2009/2010  2010/2011 2011/2012 

3/16/2011 (Revised 9/2011) Audited Audited (9/2011) Approved (Revised 9/2011) 

Revenues         

Account Description       

403.000 Property Tax Revenue 2,674,686.00 2,358,422.00 2,234,000.00 

567.000 State Aid 26,148.00 25,466.00 20,000.00 

657.000 Library book fines 36,417.00 54,889.00 44,100.00 

658.000 State penal fines 70,103.00 66,908.00 63,500.00 

664.000 Interest on Investments 7,069.00 31,724.00 14,000.00 

665.000 Miscellaneous income 19,791.00 13,823.00 9,000.00 

665.100 Copier 2,234.00 2,463.00 2,000.00 

665.200 Electronic media 5,389.00 5,035.00 7,500.00 

665.266 SRP  T-shirt sales   145.00   

665.267 Library Program - Book It   12,664.00   

665.290 Library Fundraising Revenue   835.00   

665.300 Meeting Room 4,450.00 11,770.00 6,500.00 

665.400 Gifts and donations 846.00 16,283.00 2,000.00 

665.404 Novi Township Assessment 7,693.00 6,822.00 6,350.00 

665.500 Book rental 23.00 0.00 0.00 

665.650 Library Café  N/A 5,924.00 4,500.00 

665.800 Miscellaneous Paper Revenue 36.00 0.00 0.00 

666.000 Other revenue - grants 0.00 0.00 0.00 

676.269 Transfer from Walker Fund 130,924.00 
 

0.00 

Total Revenue   2,985,809.00 2,613,173.00 2,413,450.00 

          

        *incr. account 403 $22,000.00 

  
2009/2010  2010/2011 2011/2012 

  
Audited Audited (9/2011) Approved 

Expenditures         

Account Description       

704.000 Permanent Salaries 972,331.00 860,006.00 870,000.00 

705.000 Temporary Salaries 494,002.00 520,388.00 539,000.00 

709.100 Sick Bank Payout 12,634.00 0.00 0.00 

715.000 Social Security 111,523.00 103,577.00 108,000.00 

716.000 Insurance 173,270.00 154,169.00 184,000.00 

716.200 HSA   3,750.00 7,200.00 

718.000 Pension DB 45,098.00 30,828.00 26,000.00 

718.050 Pension - add'l DB   150,000.00 0.00 

718.200 Pension - Defined Contribution   16,561.00 18,000.00 

719.000 Unemployment Ins 2,448.00 13,338.00 10,000.00 

720.000 Workers' Comp 2,778.00 1,991.00 2,250.00 

Total Personnel Services 1,814,084.00 1,854,608.00 1,764,450.00 

          

Supplies         

726.400 Cash over/short   0.00   

727.000 Office supplies 37,651.00 15,791.00 25,000.00 

728.000 Postage 4,588.00 1,150.00 2,100.00 

734.000 Computer software & licensing 37,528.00 66,059.00 87,000.00 

734.500 Computer supplies equip 25,515.00 9,544.00 15,000.00 

740.000 Operating supplies 15,515.00 23,204.00 24,500.00 

741.000 Uniforms 0.00 521.00 300.00 

740.200 Desks, chairs, cabinets, etc.   4,163.00   
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Materials         

742.000 Books 182,109.00 180,593.00 200,000.00 

742.666 Books - Misc. Grants 1,939.00 0.00 0.00 

743.000 Periodicals 14,525.00 12,764.00 16,000.00 

744.000 Audiovisual materials 34,399.00 47,671.00 52,100.00 

745.200 Electronic media 29,450.00 42,991.00 38,200.00 

745.300 Online Resources 57,219.00 41,427.00 43,500.00 

Total Supplies & 
Materials   440,438.00 445,878.00 503,700.00 

          

Services & Charges 2009/2010  2010/2011 2011/2012 

    Audited Audited (9/2011) Approved 

Account Description       

801.925 Public Information (cable)   0.00   

802.000 Data processing   0.00   

802.100 Bank Services 1,100.00 2,047.00 1000.00 

803.000 Independent Audit 810.00 670.00 900.00 

804.000 Medical Service 376.00 1,205.00 500.00 

806.000 Legal Expenses 3,677.00 5,489.00 2,000.00 

809.000 Memberships & Dues 5,432.00 4,483.00 6,300.00 

816.000 Professional services 7,155.00 3,970.00 5,000.00 

817.000 Custodial Services 20,520.00 33,000.00 45,000.00 

818.000 TLN Central Services 3,500.00 3,000.00 16,000.00 

851.000 Telephone 11,016.00 14,764.00 16,500.00 

855.000 TLN Automation Services 47,855.00 53,556.00 56,900.00 

862.000 Mileage 596.00 619.00 800.00 

880.000 Community Promotion 20,381.00 9,047.00 8,000.00 

880.267 Library Programming - Book It   2,405.00   

880.268 Programming 10,501.00 13,246.00 23,000.00 

900.000 Design, Printing, Publishing 34,094.00 28,750.00 13,500.00 

910.000 Property & Liability Insurance 5,423.00 18,000.00 18,000.00 

921.000 Heat 9,417.00 15,190.00 16,000.00 

922.000 Electricity 78,809.00 87,181.00 80,000.00 

923.000 Water and Sewer 3,113.00 6,119.00 10,000.00 

932.000 Office Equipment Maint. 0.00 0.00 0.00 

934.000 Building Maint. 17,074.00 39,184.00 41,000.00 

935.000 Vehicle Maint. 5,041.00 1,753.00 3,000.00 

941.000 Grounds Maint. 11,874.00 30,011.00 25,000.00 

942.100 Records storage 93.00 62.00 62.00 

942.000 Office Equipment Lease 9,893.00 13,356.00 16,375.00 

956.000 Conferences & Workshops 17,027.00 8,707.00 10,500.00 

Total Services & 
Charges   324,777.00 395,814.00 415,337.00 

976.000 Building Improvements 0.00 0.00 0.00 

990.000 Furniture 0.00 0.00 0.00 

962.000 Contingency   0.00 0.00 

Total Capital Outlay   0.00 0.00 0.00  

          

Total Expenditures   2,579,299.00 2,696,300.00 2,683,487.00 

680.00 Fund Balance Change 409,509 -83,127.00 -270,037.00 

City of Novi reports -83,130.00 for Fund Balance Change for 2010/2011 (audited 9/2011). 
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Email sent on Friday, June 15, 2012 at 3:59pm 

 

 

Good afternoon, 

 

Please find attached the financial reports for May 31, 2012.  I wanted to take the opportunity to point out that 

we have set-up a new account for investments for the Library with Oakland County Local Government 

Investment Pool (LGIP).  Bev brought this investment idea forward, and we believe it will be beneficial for 

investing library funds as it is earning higher rates of return than any of our other accounts. The City Council 

approved the agreement and change to the City’s investment policy. 

 

I also wanted to let you know that we have completed the property tax revenue analysis.  The Library’s 

property tax revenue for 2011-12 is estimated to be $2,175,400 after all adjustments.  The budget amendment 

on Monday, June 18th for City Council consideration includes a budget amendment to reduce the property tax 

revenue by $58,600.  This will be reflected in the Library’s June financial reports. 

 

If you have any questions, or need any additional information, please do not hesitate to call. 

 

Thank you, 

 

 
Kathy 
 

Kathy Smith-Roy | Finance Director/Treasurer 
City of Novi | 45175 W. Ten Mile Road | Novi, MI  48375 USA 

t: 248.347.0470  c: 248.921.2691  f: 248.735.5682 

 

cityofnovi.org | InvestNovi.org 

To receive monthly e-news from Novi or follow us on Facebook, click here. 

http://cityofnovi.org/
http://investnovi.org/
http://cityofnovi.org/Resources/SocialMedia.asp


 Page | 26  
 



 Page | 27  
 



 Page | 28  
 



 Page | 29  
 



 Page | 30  
 

  



 Page | 31  
 

Director’s Report – Julie Farkas 

 

 

Strategic Planning Committee Meeting 

June 6, 2012 (additional documents attached) 

 

Overview: 

The committee met on June 6, 2012 from 7-9pm to brainstorm community visions and library needs.  Below are 

the rough results from the session.  At this time, more information still needs to be clarified and massaged, but a 

plethora of ideas were received.  As you will see, a number of groups in the Novi community were identified in 

which the City of Novi and Library could be serving.  The brainstorming session was attended by 16 members of 

the committee. 

 

Attendance:  Marilyn Suttle, Madeleine Bauss, Pat Brunett, Donna Skelcy, Rachel Zagaroli, Mike Postula, Nishant 

Kakar, Mark Sturing, Margi Karp-Opperer, Torry Yu, Laura Casey, Linda Clancy, Willy Mena, Jeff Wainwright, 

Mary Ellen Mulcrone, Joe Peddiboyina 

 

The group facilitator was Library Director, Julie Farkas 

 

The committee members were separated into 4 groups for the brainstorming exercises 

 

Group 1:  Mark Sturing, Nishant Kakar, Marilyn Suttle, Linda Clancy 

Group 2:  Willy Mena, Madeleine Bauss, Donna Skelcy, Jeff Wainwright 

Group 3:  Mary Ellen Mulcrone, Torry Yu, Rachel Zagaroli, Laura Casey 

Group 4:  Margi Karp-Opperer, Pat Brunett, Mike Postula, Joe Peddibyina 

 

Following the 2 brainstorming sessions, the committee was asked to fulfill 3 homework assignments: 

 

1.  (Due June 18, 2012):  Review the recorded notes below from the 2 brainstorming sessions (community 

visions/need of the library) and report back to the facilitator any missed 

information/corrections/additions; when reviewing the needs section, look for needs that are currently 

already being done either by the library/city of Novi in order to eliminate duplication of efforts. 

 

2. (Due August 11, 2012):  Review the 13 Library Service Responses (provided at the meeting/via email) 

and determine no more than 6 responses that  best describes the library for the future 5 years (2013-

2018) 

 

3. Each strategic planning committee member is asked to invite 10 Novi residents to an upcoming 

Community Focus group: 

 

Monday, June 25th – Noon, Novi Public Library 

Monday, June 25th – 7:00pm, Novi Public Library 

Saturday, June 30th – 10:00am, Novi Public Library 

 

Next meeting:  Saturday, August 25th (9:00am – 1:00pm) at Novi Public Library  
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 Advocacy Meeting with Friends Board – June 7, 2012 

I met with Friends Board members on June 7th to talk about the various ways in which the Friends can be 

advocates for our library.  Many of the bullet points mentioned below are currently being done in some 

capacity, but it was a great way for the Board and I to discuss the Library’s budget situation, future funding, 

upcoming marketing events that the Library is undertaking, etc. 

 

 

Webster’s dictionary defines Advocacy as… “The act or process of supporting a cause or 

proposal” 
 

Advocacy has become quite the buzz word in the library world over the last few years and libraries are taking 

this term to heart.  We want people to know what the public library is and what it can do for its community.  

Therefore, having a group like the Friends (Life Partners and Ambassadors) telling the library’s story is very 

important. 

 

How the Friends can be Advocates for the Novi Public Library: 
 Volunteer at the library in some capacity (book nook, welcome desk, a library department).  This will 

allow you the opportunity to see how the library really works first hand.   

 Attend library programs (seeing is believing what the library does). 

 Be a human megaphone – tell people what the library is doing, invite people from the community to 

library events/programs, inform the community about new resources/services. 

 Be a part of library committees:  Strategic planning, Fundraising and focus groups. 

 Be a part of library marketing campaigns and programming:  Geek the Library, National Library Week, 

Community Reads, Light up the Night, Fall for Novi, Homeowner’s Association Breakfast, Memorial Day 

parade, Book It. 

 Be aware of library funding issues and needs. 

 Tell your ―Friends‖ stories to the community, state of Michigan and across the country. 

 Get involved in MLA associated workshops and groups. 

 If you don’t know…ASK!  Library Administration wants you to be well informed about the library.  No 

question is silly – if you are asking it, someone else is thinking it 

 As Board members, follow the VOICE publication to keep yourselves up to date on what is happening 

across the country with Friends groups. 

 As a Board, create a 1 minute library ―parking lot‖ speech that you can give to anyone on the street.  

Ask yourself ―What do you love about the Novi Public Library?‖ 

 Know the Library’s mission 

 National Friends of Libraries Week:  October 21-27, 2012 

 

 
Annual Review – Read a Latte Café – June 3, 2012 

 

I met with Gary Bernstein to review the 2011-2012 fiscal year with him regarding the Library café and how it is 

progressing.  Gary’s report is below.  Gary was given a check for $500.00, based on the terms of the lease 

agreement for the security deposit.  The 3 year lease will expire June 2013.  There is an option one renewal term 

(3) years.  Lessee may notify Lessor of its intention to renew the Lease Agreement not less than 120 days prior to 

the expiration of the initial term.  
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Policy Committee 

 

Policy Committee met on Monday, May 21st to discuss the a new policy for a Novi author/artist collection and 

revisions to the Unattended Children and Rules of Conduct policies based on some negative behavior that has 

been experienced at the Library with young patrons.  Below is a recommendation of language for the new 

collection policy and revisions for the Unattended Children policy.  I do not have a final draft for the Rules of 

Conduct as of yet, due to the Management Team and Library Attorney reviewing the various changes.  I plan 

to bring the Rules of Conduct to the Board in July for review. 

 

Novi Author/Artist Collection Policy 

 

In order to recognize and highlight Novi authors/artists currently living in or originally from Novi, the Novi Public 

Library has created a Novi Author/Artist Collection.  This collection will begin with 2011 publication dates. 

Because these materials are not typically reviewed in sources usually used by selectors for our Library, the Novi 

Public Library is not applying the same collection development policy for these materials.  Furthermore, the 

Library will not accept responsibility for the content of the materials appearing in this collection.  This collection 

will be evaluated and maintained on a regular basis (See Policy C6:  Collection Evaluation and Maintenance).  

Materials that have not circulated for a period of two years will be considered for removal from the collection.   

 

 Materials must be donated to the Library and submitted to the Director. 

 Materials should be written or spoken in English so that they can be enjoyed by the entire 

community. 

 International materials (not written/spoken in English) will be considered for the collection if 

proper cataloging criteria can be established (i.e. MARC record validation). 

 All genres of materials will be considered. 

 Both youth and adult materials will be considered. 

  

Policy P13:   Unattended Children 

The purpose of this policy is to provide for the safety and well being of children on Novi Public Library premises. 

A. Children are the responsibility of parents or caregivers (ages 18 and older). Children must comply with 

the Library’s Rules of Conduct policy (P11) at all times. 

 

B. The Library will not function as a babysitting service or day care facility.  Library staff will not be 

expected to monitor or supervise children. 

 

C. Children under 4 years of age must be within visual contact of a parent or caregiver at all times while 

using the library.  They must be accompanied by a parent or other adult caregiver to all library 

programs.  Parents or caregivers of children under the age of 7 years must be responsible for and in the 

presence of their child at all times except when the child is attending library programs as designated; 

parents or caregivers of children 8 – 11 years must remain on the library’s premises but not necessarily in 

visual contact.  Children 12 and older may be left on their own to attend library programs or use the 

Library unless Library staff determines the child needs supervision, assistance or the child has 

demonstrated that he/she can not comply with the Library’s Rules of Conduct Policy. 

D. Children under 4 years of age must be accompanied to the restroom by a parent or adult caregiver. 

 

E. Parents or caregivers of children under the age of 10 12 years must be responsible for and in the 

presence of their child at all times except when the child is attending library programs. 

 

F. Children 10 12 and older may be left on their own to attend library programs or use the library providing 

they are not disruptive unless library staff determines the child needs supervision or assistance. 
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G. Staff will not be responsible if unattended children leave the Library premises alone or with other 

persons.  Further, staff will not be responsible for children who may be asked to leave the Library if the 

child is in violation of Library policy. 

 

 

H. Unattended children should cannot be left at the library for more than 2 hours. 

 

I. Unattended youth must be picked up at least 10 minutes before closing time. If a child (under the age 

of 18) has not been picked up at closing time, staff will contact the Novi Police Department Non-

Emergency number to request assistance. 

 

Approved:  January 16, 2008; Amended:   May 15, 2010 

 

Signed: 

 
Lawrence A. Kilgore 

President 

Novi Public Library Board of Trustees 

 

 

Early Bird Registration for MLA Conference in Dearborn, Michigan (November 7-9, 2012) 

I would like to encourage members from the Library Board to attend a day at the MLA Conference this year.  

There are a variety of events that will take place throughout the week including a Tuesday night dinner/tour of 

the Arab American Museum, Opening/Closing keynotes on Wednesday/Friday as well as many general 

sessions to take part in.  I will need to know what day/events you can attend by July 15th.  Please check out the 

MLA website:  mla.lib.mi.us to see more details.   

 

Memorial Day Parade – Geek kickoff 

We kicked off our Geek campaign on Monday, May 28th at the Memorial Day parade.  We had a fantastic 

group of walkers, who showed off our Geek t-shirts and passed out candy with info sheets on the Geek 

program which encouraged our Novi community to stop in and tell us what they geek.  We have received a 

number of responses from this effort and the permanent display in the library lobby.  Laura Liddicoat will be 

connecting with various people in the community to get photos and testimonials to further the outreach of this 

marketing effort.   

 

Special Birthday Celebration for Novi Library – Friday, June 1st 

Special thanks to the Youth Department (Kathryn Bauss) for holding a very special birthday storytime for many 

young people on Friday, June 1st to celebrate the library’s 2nd birthday!  Great songs and stories were shared. 

 

Donation in Memory of Carol Davio 

The Library received many generous monetary gifts in memory of Carol Davio, long time library patron and avid 

reader.  I am currently working with the family to have a piece of artwork created for the library’s lobby area 

(across from the café).   

 

12 Essentials for a safe and secure library  

Many of the Information Services staff attended a webinar focused on library safety/security in June.  Many 

helpful tips were learned as well as the idea to create a safety manual for staff reference.  This will be charged 

to the Building Department team for creating and regular review. 
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Public Services Report – May, 2012 by Margi Karp-Opperer 

 

May brought us beautiful weather, flowers blooming and a month of fantastic events at the Library. 

 

Here are some features from the month: 

1. Three business related programs were presented: Investing Fundamentals: It’s as Easy as 1-2-3,  

Savvy Social Security Planning for 2012, and a Job Seekers Toolbox. 

2. Each Tuesday morning, OLHSA (Oakland Livingston Human Service Agency) staff assisted residents with 

their special needs. 

3. The Library was the proud recipient of 50 books, created by Novi students, through the Read and Be 

Well Program. Four other organizations also received books:  Bridgepointe, Children’s Hospital of Detroit, 

Project Night Night and Providence Park Hospital. 

4. In partnership with the Novi Community School Superintendent, Dr. Steve Matthews, hosted ―Coffee 

with the Superintendent.‖ 

5. An outstanding collaboration with the City of Novi for the ―Novi in Bloom‖ celebration was held. The 

Library created and taught Japanese poetry called Haiku, a cherry blossom craft was on hand and we 

presented  one-on-one instruction in origami folding by our volunteer friends, many whom came 

dressed in kimonos.  

6. An outstanding program called ―Scent-Sational Herb Container Gardens‖ was truly enjoyed by our 

patrons and everyone learned valuable information. 

7. The Adult Services Department began a brand new program called ―Chinese Language Conversation 

Group.‖  It was a wonderful happening! 

8. We participated in the annual City of Novi Parade where we honored our veterans. 

9. Margi assisted Village Oaks Fourth Grade Junior Girl Scout Troop 42308 as they worked on their Books 

Badge. 

10. The Clothing Drive, coordinated by our Teen Representatives, was a HUGE success. Please see the 

Teen’s report. 

 

We continued with our  monthly scheduled programs from the Adult Services’ Dept:  2 computer instruction 

classes,  (Word and Excel Basics) as well as 4 book discussion groups,  2 Internet and Email for seniors, 3 Novi 

Writer’s Groups, 2 English Conversation Groups, 5  ESL Book Discussions, 2  ESL Joy of Reading, and 5 Knit2gether 

Knitting Circles. 

 

During May, story times for babies, tots, three and four year olds were offered to our community.  The youth 

department held 28 of these programs. The monthly programs of Kiddie Crafts, Starlight Story Time, Snack Tales, 

3 preschool playgroups and Lego Club were greeted by very happy participants.  Special programs for the 

month were: ―Write Your Way to College Admissions,‖ 3 Great Parent, Great Start Playgroups, Science 101 for 

Preschoolers and Story Times in other Languages (Chinese, Spanish, Hindi, Marathi, German and Japanese). 

 

The youth area’s featured collection was ―Sports and Sport Hero Books‖ in honor of National Physical Fitness 

month and the adult area exhibited ―Livin’ La Vida Locavore‖ resources.  Learning Express was the database 

highlighted in May. 
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Building Operations Report -- Mary Ellen Mulcrone 

 
Landscaping Committee 

The white fir trees that had died have been removed and replaced with a hardier variety of evergreen.  The 

prairie grass on the berm has been replaced with sod to create a lawn that more closely matches the look on 

the rest of the civic center campus.  Additional work is being done to improve the look of the other lawn areas 

in front of the berm and on the east side of the parking lot.  The Landscaping Committee is looking at more 

ideas to enhance the landscaping, such as adding trees and perennials.  

 

A number of maintenance projects have been completed.  The walls in the meeting room received some 

needed repair and the entire room was painted.  Our ―Librarian‖ statue near the driveway received her yearly 

cleaning.  The benches under the canopy outside the front door were given a fresh coat of stain, and the 

canopy columns were given a fresh coat of paint.  Repairs to the irrigation system were completed in time for 

the hot summer months. 

 

Our phone system auto-attendant, automatic paging announcements, and lighting and HVAC schedules have 

been modified for our summer hours. 

 

We have been reviewing proposals received in response to the City’s RFP for janitorial services.  A decision is 

expected soon for awarding a contract. 

 

New signage has been put up in the A/V areas and at the self check-out stations encouraging patrons using 

multi-part items to verify the correct number of parts per item before check-out. 

 

A PIN reminder feature has been added to the eLibrary catalog.  The ―Forgot your PIN‖ link will allow patrons to 

retrieve the information by email.  This link has been used over 1,500 times since being put in place on March 

1st. 

 

The 33 libraries (including NPL) using PayPal** online have seen steadily increasing payments for fines and bills.  

In January the members collected $672.00 and in March, $ 3,525.39.  **Reminder--allow 3-5 minutes for the 

PayPal transaction to update to Symphony. 

 

All workstations received the WorkFlows upgrade to version 3.4.1. 

 

Acquisitions and Technical Services have been very busy trying to keep up with last minute, end of the year 

orders—placing, receiving, processing, cataloging and loading them. 

 

We welcomed Barbara Jackson and Nicole Mitts to the Clerk I positions in Support Services. 
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Support Services Statistics 2011-2012 

  July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb March April  May June TOTAL 

Cards Issued 468 461 395 390 315 265 384 325  346  367  295   4,011 

Items checked out 73,419 79,848 63,313 63,393 62,518 59,286 66,403 66,133  69,785  64,478  61,930   730,506 

Items borrowed 4,330 4,529 4,111 3,681 3,528 3,461 4,877 4,463  4,412  1,008  3,787   45,984 

Items loaned 4,726 5,797 4,843 4,588 4,677 4,086 5,563 4,894  4,946  4,716  4,959   53,795 

               Support Services  

              Statistics 

              

  

May, 2012 

           

               

  

2012 

 

2011 

          

               No. of lib. cards issued 

 

295 

 

349 

          Total no. of checkouts 

 

61,930 

 

61,299 

          

               

               No. of items borrowed TLN 3,654 

 

3,526 

          

 

MeL 133 

 

101 

          

  

3,787 

 

3,627 

          

               No. of items loaned TLN 4,688 

 

4,523 

          

 

MeL 271 

 

243 

          

  

4,959 

 

4,766 
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Self-Check Totals 2011-12 Fiscal Year 

  

Total 

Circulation 

Self-check 

% of Total 

Total 

 Self-checks 

Self-Check  

#1 

Self-Check 

 #2 

Self-Check  

#3 

Youth 

#1 Youth #2 

Adult 

 South 

July 73,419 62.81% 46,117 12,081 10,643 7,580 11,256 2,410 2,147 

August 79,848 60.86% 48,592 11,736 10,318 6,634 10,461 6,412 3,031 

September 63,313 57.57% 36,449 9,878 7,536 4,156 7,910 5,055 1,914 

October 63,393 56.01% 35,508 9,629 6,624 3,893 7,998 5,306 2,058 

November 62,518 57.02% 35,646 9,119 6,990 4,039 8,548 5,170 1,780 

December 59,286 58.09% 34,439 8,481 6,857 3,538 8,617 5,049 1,897 

January 66,403 57.21% 37,987 9,022 7,653 4,044 9,320 5,862 2,086 

February 66,133 56.84% 37,590 8,850 7,343 4,124 9,243 6,004 2,026 

March 69,785 56.62% 39,511 10,005 7,602 3,916 9,979 6,130 1,879 

April 64,478 57.63% 37,160 9,356 7,164 3,614 9,185 5,843 1,998 

May 61,930 57.77% 35,774 9,256 7,092 3,915 9,067 4,716 1,728 

June                   

FYTD 730,506 58.15% 424,773 107,413 85,822 49,453 101,584 57,957 22,544 

2010-2011 Fiscal Year Self-Check Totals 

  

Total 

Circulation 

Self-check 

% of Total 

Total 

 Self-checks Self-Check #1 Self-Check #2 Self-Check #3 Youth 

Adult 

North 

Adult 

South 

July 67,135 62.47% 41,939 11,521 9,144 6,170 11,627 1,372 2,105 

August 73,797 58.57% 43,226 11,663 9,755 6,416 11,869 1,213 2,310 

September 59,171 54.11% 32,017 *3,464 10,713 6,314 9,229 777 1,520 

**October 60,983 53.89% 32,863 10,239 8,111 3,159 9,254 604 1,496 

November 59,712 48.98% 29,244 9,396 8,305 2,887 6,679 487 1,490 

December 55,584 54.32% 30,194 7,092 7,184 4,624 9,184 667 1,443 

January 62,057 45.63% 28,315 9,446 7,896 4,748 9,427 639 1,586 

February 58,197 53.99% 31,418 8,844 7,393 4,764 8,331 741 1,345 

March 68,913 55.70% 38,387 11,271 8,972 6,071 9,908 616 1,549 

April 62,646 55.07% 34,497 10,393 8,041 4,948 8,825 641 1,649 

May 61,299 51.66% 31,670 10,383 7,723 4,624 7,099 586 1,255 

June 69,527 56.64% 39,382 11,277 9,838 6,220 9,109 1,043 1,895 

FYTD 759,021 54.43% 413,152 111,525 103,075 60,945 110,541 9,386 19,643 

* (3,464)-Self-Check #1 was not operational for 14 days due to electrical equipment malfunction.  ** Began debit/credit service 10/05/2010. 
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2010-2011 Fiscal Year 2011-2012 Fiscal Year 

  

Monthly 

Total 

Daily 

Average 

Total Open 

Hours   

Monthly 

Total 

Daily 

Average 

Total Open 

Hours 

July 36,372 1,399 246 July 34,449 1,325 239 

August 35,497 1,365 254 August 34,388 1,274 265 

September 32,651 1,209 248 September 30,118 1,076 251 

October 35,368 1,141 266 October 31,108 1,003 270 

November 33,516 1,197 248 November 30,550 1,091 248 

December 29,117 1,078 252 December 28,028 1,038 244 

January 25,484 879 252 January 25,847 891 259 

February 21,508 827 226 February 32,234 1,112 259 

*March 32,284 1,041 281 March 34,536 1,114 273 

*April 28,077 1,003 251 April 32,318 1,154 252 

May 28,472 1,017 255 May 30,763 1,099 266 

June 32,928 1,266 254 June   

 

246 

FYTD Total 371,274 1,119 3,033 FYTD Total 344,339 1,107 3,072 

* Revised               
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Minutes of the Friends of the Novi Public Library   
Annual Meeting May 30, 2012 

Present:  Julie Abrams, Marilyn Amberger, Carol Bauer, Sue Bebb,  Barb Brunett, Patrick Brunett, 
Robert Cutler, Carol Hoffman, Margi Karp-Opperer, Jim McLean, Vicky McLean, Marion Marten, 
Robert Marten, Pat Noworyta, Mark Sturing, Evelyn Young, Norm Young  
Call to order:  Board President, Pat Brunett called the meeting to order at 7 PM. 
 

May 11, 2011 Meeting Minutes:  Carol Hoffman moved to approve the minutes.  Seconded by Bob 
Cutler.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Annual Scholarship Award Presentation:  Evelyn Young, a member of the Scholarship Committee, 
presented Emily Bielski with the Friends Annual Scholarship in the amount of $2,000.00. Emily will 
study education and psychology at MSU. 
 
Treasurer’s Financial Report as of May 22, 2012:  Bob Cutler reported: Checking Account 
$35,391.93, Savings Account $5,424.44, C.D. Account $10,133.36. 
Total $50,949.73.  Income: $8,050. Membership, $18,722. Book Nook. Marilyn Amberger moved to 
accept report. Seconded by Carol Hoffman. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
2012-2013 Fiscal Year Budget Proposal: Copies reviewed. Bob Cutler moved to adopt column III of 
proposal. Seconded by Julie Abrams. Motion passed unanimously by entire membership present. 
  
By-Law Amendments: Copies reviewed. Julie Abrams moved to adopt the May 9, 2012 Draft of the 
By-Laws. Seconded by Barb Brunett. Mark Sturing proposed a change to Section 4, Article VII: “A 
majority of members present at any meeting…” The amended by-laws were approved unanimously 
by entire membership present. 
 
Mailing List: Pat Brunett moved to share the Friends’ e-mail list with the library for the purpose of e-
letter distribution and special library events. Marilyn Amberger moved to approve sharing Friends’ e-
mail addresses with the library. Seconded by Jim McLean. Motion passed.   
 
Annual Report to Membership: Pat Brunett reviewed the Friends’ “Accomplishments 2011-2012”; 
including $46,000 in cash & gifts to the library, record sales in Book Nook, six Kaleidoscope 
programs… 
 
Election of Officers: Patrick Brunett, President; Carol Bauer, Vice President; Marilyn Amberger, 
Treasurer; Julie Abrams, Secretary; Trustees; Barb Brunett, Carol Hoffman, Sue Johnson, Jim & 
Vicky McLean, Evelyn Young. Jim McLean motioned to accept slate of officers as presented. 
Seconded by Carol Bauer. Motioned passed unanimously.  
 
Library Board President: Mark Sturing expressed his appreciation to the Friends’ for all their support 
which added to the library’s success, including the millage passage, NPL Library of the Year, Book 
It… Future challenges are compromised by declining revenues although expenditures have remained 
the same. 
  
Library Assistant Director: Margi Karp-Opperer thanked the Friends’ for all their assistance over the 
last year. Margi discussed the next three Kaleidoscope programs scheduled for September (Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra), October (A Cartoonist’s View), and November (Auctions 101). 
 



 Page | 51  
 

Gift cards were presented to Margi and Marcia Dominick as an expression of thanks from the Friends’ 
Board. 
 
Comments: Norm Young suggested we post the number of books sold in the Book Nook in 2012. 
 
Julie Abrams motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:10pm. Seconded by Carol Hoffman. Motion 
passed unanimously.  
 
Respectfully submitted: 
Marilyn Amberger, Secretary     

 

 

2012-2013 Wish List Items 
 

Awning for the staff entrance ($2500) 

Install an awning that will shield staff/visitors from inclement weather when entering the staff entrance at the 

south end of the library.  Awning would be a rounded ―half barrel‖ design in a dark brown color. Library logo 

and address would be visible for delivery purposes.  Photo shown is a side opening, but there is a preference for 

a front opening for ease of deliveries.   

 
 

Summer Reading 2012 - Youth and Adult ($2500) 

Another great summer reading season is upon us.  This year’s themes are: 

 ―Read to Me‖ for children under Kindergarten age 

 ―Dream Big‖ for children going into grades K-4 

 ―Own the Night‖ for tweens and teens going into grades 5-12 

 ―Between the Covers‖ for Adults  

 

Battle of the Books – spring 2013 ($500) 

This is an annual event that celebrates reading.  This program welcomes 5th and 6th graders to team up and 

read.   A competition is held to see what team knows the most about the books they read.  This is a wonderfully 

competitive approach to knowing about books and has been a popular contest for over 8 years.  Last year, 

the Friends of the Library purchased a beautiful sign that hangs in the youth department to acknowledge the 

winners. 

 

Community Reads – Fall 2012 ($2000) 

This event is in its 3rd year and has been very popular with our community!  Last year over 1,000 readers took 

part in the program and read the book ―The Art of Racing in the Rain‖ by Garth Stein.  This event allows us to 

partner with local neighborhood libraries to encourage our communities to read together and enjoy a good 

book. 
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Technology ($300) 

This would go towards the purchase of the next, new e-reader/tablet device to come on the market in order 

for us to remain current. 

 

Replacement Toys ($200) 

To be used for open playgroups and toys on the floor for young patrons to interact with (train table, etc.) 

 

Marketing of Youth Programs and Resources ($500) 

To be used for the printing of bookmarks/flyers for advertising in-house resources – AWE stations, databases, 

etc.   

 

Early Learning Resource ($1500) 

Design and printing of brochure advertising books to read before you enter kindergarten and another brochure 

detailing great, grade-level reads. 

 

Local History Room Computer ($1560) 

A few of the uses for the new computer will be:   

1.  Storing scanned documents on the hard drive, example: genealogies of early settlers, tax assessment roles, 

historical photographs.   

2.  Searching and reading microfilm, scanned historical materials and internet materials on a larger screen for 

easier visibility 

3.  Listening and viewing oral histories 

4.  Repairing old photographs as necessary using a good software package 

The large storage capability of the new computer will enable storage of types of materials which take up a lot 

of space.  A larger screen will aid in viewing old documents and other materials which are sometimes very hard 

to read.  

 

Novi Newbie Bags and Bibs ($700) 

Cost includes purchase of 300 bibs (new logo set-up and shipping).  This is our 3rd year for providing this 

wonderful gift to new babies.  Approximately 250 bibs were distributed in 2011-2012. 

 

Morning Arts Program ($1600) 

To provide educational and entertaining arts programs to Novi residents four times a year.  The programs, 

consisting of primarily musical offerings, but possibly lectures, presentations, and storytellers, will provide an 

alternative to traditional evening and weekend Library programs for patrons who might not be able to attend 

at those times due to lack of transportation, child care, night vision problems, etc.  The target audience will 

primarily be seniors living in Novi, including those who reside in the senior residences, but open to anyone who 

might enjoy morning arts programming.  Programs will be held September, October, April and May, Thursday 

mornings at 11:00 a.m.  We will advertise the series to senior residences, the Novi Senior Center, area churches, 

the NPL Friends, place flyers in the Large Print collection, as well as all usual modes of advertising. 

 

Staff In-Service – November 16, 2012 ($500) 

Last year’s staff in-service was a huge success as we met with Providence Hospital to hear about stress in the 

workplace, then we took a bus trip to the Clinton Macomb Public Library to see another class 6 library and how 

we compare with resources, services and collections.  This is a great day for the staff to interact with each other 

and learn.   Typically the costs are for speakers for the one-day event. 
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Novi Historical Commission 

April 25, 2012 - 1:00 PM 

Minutes 

Call to Order: The Novi Historical Commission was called to order at 1:05 PM, Local History 

Room, Novi Public Library.  

 

Attendees: Members Lynne Boyle, Roy Prentice, Sandy McCarthy, John MacInnis, Kimberly 

Holdaway, and Betty Lang, Library Liaison.  

 

Guest:   None 

 

Agenda:  Lynne Boyle moved to approve the Agenda, second by Sandy McCarthy, all 

approved.  

 

Approval of Minutes:  it was noted to correct two small errors (Roy’s comments on the Park 

belonged in the general discussion and the date for the next meeting). With these 

corrections it was moved by Sandy McCarthy, sec by Kimberly Holdaway to approve the 

March Minutes.    All Approved. 

 

Financial Report:  same as the previous month - with approximately $9110. remaining 

balance. 

 

Liaison Report:  Betty Lang reported that Mark Bowden visited the LH Room and gave a 

good review, the room is very well organized. The 2011 Novi News is digitized.  The digitized 

Novi News still needs to be put on line.  Betty also reported that there are some computer 

changes/updates coming to the LH Room. 

 

Review Speaker Series: Cathy Crawford is lined up for October 8th, 7PM, Ed Kriewall is to 

be lined up in late November or early December, dates need to be firmed up on both 

ends. 

 

Planning for the Heritage Festival: Various demonstrations, services and displays have been 

arranged by Sandy McCarthy, printing is being organized by Kimberly Holdaway.  

Discussion was held about the cost of a puppeteer. Charges for the puppeteer used in 

past years appears to be too high. Roy is going to check on cost of hiring Mike Deren, 

Moved by Sandy McCarthy, sec. By Lynne Boyle to allow spending up to $550 to hire Mike 

Deren at the one half day rate.   Lynne Boyle will check on DIA people. Sandy is working 

on making beaded bracelets as a kid activity. Moved by Lynne B, sec by John M to 

approve $50. max for the materials for the cost of beads. All in favor, motion was 

approved.  It was suggested that someone talk to the Teen Librarian, Jen Preston and the 

Novi Youth Council for assistance with the festival.  Other items discussed were face 

painting, hot dogs, buns, cold water and other items provided by the city of Novi.  John 

MacInnis will ask Guernsey for a cart for the ice cream. Moved  Sandy M and sec John M 

to approve $1010. in Festival related expenses: MSU $600. (site use and labor charges), 

$175. farrier, $160. portajohns, $75. straw bale purchase, all approved. Also discussed: brass 

Section Novi Concert Band $150., moved  John M, sec. Sandy McCarthy, all approved 

 

Next meeting May 23rd, at 1pm Local History Room Novi library 

 

Meeting adjourned 2:15 PM 
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Bits and Pieces by Jim Pletz, TLN Director 

 

Vol. 3, Number 3                                                                                                 MAY 2012 

 

 

GEEK THE LIBRARY CAMPAIGN 2012 

 

Thirty-two libraries, serving 39 communities, have joined with TLN to promote library services 

as part of a national Geek the Library campaign to raise awareness for the value of public 

library services. Following the strong lead of the Salem South Lyon District Library, Lyon 

Township District Library and the Wayne Public Library, libraries in four of the five counties of 

the TLN service area are now asking their patrons and public, ―What do you Geek?‖ All 

Livingston County libraries launched their campaign the week of April 2. Members of the 

Wayne County Library (7 community libraries) initiated a soft launch two weeks later and 

produced a photo and story for the Allen Park Public Library effort featuring staff attired in 

the black Geek the Library tee shirts. Melvindale Public Library staff created a black tee 

shirt cutout patrons use to create their personalized Geek tee shirt, reproduced in photo 

format. Wayne Public Library patrons filled three boards with what they geek. Novi Public 

Library plans a major Geek the Library campaign, marching in black Geek the Library tee 

shirts during the annual Memorial Day parade. TLN drivers will add to the cooperative wide 

efforts, sporting Geek the Library tee shirts which will complement the new rolling bill board 

decals on TLN delivery trucks.  

 

OVERDRIVE VISITS MICHIGAN IN PRESIDENTIAL STYLE BOOKMOBILE 

 

It seems fitting, during this year of presidential campaign tours in colorful buses, that 

Michigan will host the rolling campaign bookmobile of OverDrive, the major Ebook service 

for public libraries. Thanks to Jim Flury, the OverDrive high tech bookmobile will visit the 

Taylor Public Library and Novi Public Library on June 17 and 20. Equipped with broadband 

internet-connected PCs, high definition monitors and a state of the art sound system the 

digital bookmobile provides instant access to downloadable E content, quick and easy 

ways to use OverDrive on a wide range of mobile devices and a peak into what the future 

looks like for E content. Patrons will be taught how to download and engage in the 

enjoyment of utilizing their mobile device to access Ebooks, audiobooks, music and 

videos. The OverDrive Michigan tour begins June 15 at the Bloomfield Township Public 

Library, moves to Jackson on June 16, and returns to Oakland County with stops at 

Rochester Hills Public Library on June 18 and Troy Public Library June 19. We encourage 

everyone to support this tour by promoting it to your local schools and your general patron 

pool. This is an exciting opportunity to let the OverDrive experts load their service on your 

patron’s mobile device without direct support from library staff.  
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DIRECTORS REPORT by Jim Pletz 

 

                           

MAY 2012 

 

State Appointments and Speaking Engagements 

 

MCLS has appointed me to serve as a member of the statewide delivery task force. Our 

first meeting in Lansing revealed a wide range of concern with current delivery services, 

schedules and quality assurance. The current statewide contract for delivery services with 

RIDES expires in June 2013. All avenues are open to improve the quality of delivery services, 

including issuing an RFP for statewide delivery to test the marketplace for potential new 

parties interested in providing this essential service. 

 

The Friends of Michigan Libraries (FOML) invited me to speak to their Trustee work shop on 

April 21 in Okemos. My topic, ―Successful Advocacy – The Sweet Smell of Success,‖ 

focused upon localizing legislative advocacy using support from a statewide position 

focus fostered by the Michigan Library Association. As an illustration of learning the 

legislative focus of our state legislators, I ―deconstructed‖ State Representative Hugh 

Crawford who represents the greater Novi area. From documentation readily available I 

was able to pinpoint the personal, business and civic components that are a foundation 

for Representative Crawford’s legislative record. Of special importance to libraries, 

Representative Crawford sponsors an annual summer reading program and took time to 

read stories in 80 area classrooms during March. 

 

MCLS and the Michigan Cooperative Directors Association have teamed up to investigate 

and report on models of regional and statewide library services. Jim Seidl appointed me as 

one of four cooperative directors to serve on this statewide committee.    

 

National Speaking Engagement 

 

The American Library Association, Office for Library Advocacy, has requested me to 

present the Michigan Library Association storytelling model as part of a series of advocacy 

models at the 2012 Annual Conference. I will stress the importance of outcome based 

models of success in place of utilizing traditional output measures. This use of positive 

patron stories, with real outcomes such as securing a new job or becoming functionally 

literate, after using library services has a proven track record of legislative support in 

Michigan. 

 

Member and Staff Outreach 

 

We celebrated the birthdays of staff members (all male) who had birthdays during the first 

quarter of this year. The quarterly luncheon and cake presentation gives each of us a 

chance to reflect and share another year of life with our work colleagues. Addison and 

Orion Township Libraries hosted a visit by me to discuss TLN services for their new directors. 

Ypsilanti District Library producing an enlightening evening with the arts at the annual gala 

fundraiser I attended on April 27. Circulation staff proved an inquisitive audience for my 

presentation on the future of TLN and public libraries on May 3 at the Redford Township 

Library.   
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Library Board Calendar 
 

2012 
 
June 20 Library Board Regular Meeting 
June 20 Library Director Annual Review 
 
July 4 Holiday – Independence Day, Library Closed 
July 18 Library Board Regular Meeting 

 
August – October  Community Reads Program 
August 7  Primary Election  
August 15  Library Board Regular Meeting 
 

September 3  Holiday – Labor Day, Library Closed 
September 19  Library Board Regular Meeting 

 
October 17  Library Board Regular Meeting 
 
November 6  General Election Day 
November     Annual Library Report – City Council Meeting, TBD 
November 14  Community Reads Event, Novi Public Library 

November 16  Library Staff In-Service, Library Closed 
November 21  Holiday – Thanksgiving Eve, Library Closes at 5 p.m. 
November 22  Holiday – Thanksgiving, Library Closed 
November 28  Library Board Regular Meeting (date changed due to 

Thanksgiving holiday) 
 
December 14  Friends Annual Gala 

December 19  Library Board Regular Meeting 
December 19     Library Director – Mid-year Review 

December 23  Holiday – Library Closed 
December 24  Holiday – Christmas Eve, Library Closed 
December 25  Holiday – Christmas, Library Closed 
December 30  Holiday – Library Closed 
December 31  Holiday – New Year’s Eve, Library Closed 

 

2013 
 
January 1  Holiday – New Year’s Day, Library Closed 

January 16  Library Board Regular Meeting 
 
February – March  Budget Study Sessions, TBD 
February 20  Library Board Regular Meeting 
 
March  Budget – approved to be provided in April to Council, TBD 

March 20  Library Board Regular Meeting 

 
 
Friends Board Meeting meets the second Wednesday of the month, 7 p.m. 
Historical Commission meets the fourth Wednesday of the month, 1 p.m. 


