






(2) Area, height and placement regulations:

TABLE INSET:

Structure
Area Height Placement

Type

Max. three Fifteen (15) feet (See
Not less than the required yard

Groundpole
hundred (300) measurement method,

setback, and not closer than fifty

square feet section 28-1.)
(50) feet from any residential
propeliy.

Max. tluee As controlled by area
Wall Sign hundred (300) not to exceed height of See definition.

square feet wall.

(3) In no event shall any off-premises advertising sign be closer than one thousand
two hundred (1,200) feet from another off-premises adveliising sign, measured on
a direct line from sign to sign.

Sec. 28-9. Noncommercial message pelmitted.

Anything in this chapter to the contrary notwithstanding, a sign permitted in this chapter as an
on-premises adveliising sign or an off-premises advertising sign may contain a lavvful non­
commercial message, except for traffic signs, railroad crossing signs, danger or other emergency
signs, and directional signs.

Sec. 28-10. Prohibited signs.

(a) A sign not expressly permitted is prohibited.

(b) The following signs shall not be permitted, erected, or maintained in any district,
anything in this chapter to the contrary notwithstanding:

(1) Flashing signs.

(2) Banners, pennants, spilUlers, and streamers.

(3) String lights used in connection with commercial premises for commercial
purposes, other than holiday decorations. All holiday decorations shall be
permitted for a period not to exceed seventy-five (75) days.

(4) Animated signs.

(5) Any sign or sign structure that:
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a. Is structurally unsafe;
b. Constitutes a hazard to safety or health by reason of inadequate

maintenance, dilapidation, or abandonment;
c. Is not kept in good repair;
d. Is capable of causing electrical shocks to persons likely to come in

contact with it;
e. Has peeling paint on any surface;
f. Has any parts broken, missing letters, or nonoperational lights.

(6) Any sign which, by reason of its size, location, content, coloring, or
manner of illumination, constitutes a traffic hazard or a detriment to traffic
safety by obstructing the vision of drivers, or by obstructing, or detracting
from the visibility of any traffic sign or control device on public streets
and roads. Signs which make use of the words such as "Stop," "Look,"
"Danger," or any other word, plu"ase, symbol, or character, in such a
manner as to interfere with, mislead, or confuse traffic.

(7) Any sign which obstructs free ingress to or egress from a required door,
window, fire escape or other required exitway.

(8) Any sign unlawfully installed, erected, or maintained.

(9) Any sign now or hereafter existing which no longer advel1ises a bona fide
business conducted, or a product sold.

(10) P011abie signs except where expressly permitted in this chapter.

(11) Un!awjitllvfotor Vehicle Signs. It shall be unlawful to park, place or store
a vehicle or trailer on which there is a motor vehicle sign on private or public
property for the purpose of advertising a business or products or for the purpose
of directing people to a business or business activity.

(a) Presumption. There shall be a presumption of violation if the motor
vehicle sign is visible from a street and one or more of the following
circumstances exists:

1. the motor vehicle sign IS attached to a vehicle or trailer that IS

umegistered or not operable;

2. the motor vehicle sign is larger in any dimension than or extends
beyond any surface of the vehicle or trailer to which it is attached;

3. the motor vehicle sign is attached to a vehicle or trailer that is parked or
stored in a public right-of-way or an area not designed, designated, or
commonly used for parking;
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4. the motor vehicle sign is attached to a vehicle or trailer that is regularly
parked or stored in a "front yard" or "side yard," as such terms are defined
in the zoning ordinance, Appendix A of this code, that abuts a street, when
there are other areas of the property designed, designated, or available for
the parking or storage of the vehicle or trailer that are not visible from the
street or do not abut streets; or

5. the motor vehicle sign is attached to a vehicle or trailer that is regularly
parked or stored within fifty (50') feet of a street, when there are other
areas of the propeliy designed, designated, or available for the parking or
storage of the vehicle or trailer that are more distant from the street or not
visible from the street.

(b) Rebuttal ofPresumption. The presumption set fmih in subsection (b), above,
may be rebutted by evidence showing all of the following:

1. The vehicle is temporarily parked in a paIiicular location in the course
of conducting personal activities or business activities that involve the
loading or unloading of goods for customers, providing services to off-site
customers, conducting off-site business, or engaging in work breaks;

2. The activities in subsection 1, above, are being actively undertaken
during the period of such parking;

3. The activities in subsection 1, above, require the presence of the
vehicle for plllposes of transpmiing equipment, people, supplies and/or
goods necessary for carrying out such activities; and

4. The activities in subsection 1, above, are not, other than incidentally,
related to adveliising, identifying, displaying, directing, or attracting
attention to an object, person, institution, organization, business, product,
service, event or location.

Sec. 28-13. Construction materials.

(a) Generally. Materials of construction for signs and sign structures shall be of the
quality and grade as specified for structures in the state construction code.

(b) Combustible materials. All signs and sign structures erected shall conform to the
state construction code relating to combustibility.

(c) Nonstructural trim. Nonstructural trim may be of wood, metal, approved plastics,
or any combination thereof.

(d) Fastenings. Signs erected to masonry, concrete or steel shall be safely and
securely fastened thereto by means of metal anchors, bolts, or approved expansion
screws of sufficient size and anchorage to support safely the loads applied. All
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building fastenings must be of noncolTosive materials. Lightweight sign letters
may be attached by means of an approved adhesive.

(e) Illumination. Signs may be illuminated internally or externally unless expressly
prohibited in this Chapter. All sign lighting shall be either enclosed or directed
away from roadways, traftic areas and adjacent residential propel1ies. Sign
lighting shall be focused on the sign to avoid stray lighting, and shall not be
arranged to shine into the night sky. These provisions shall not apply to flags
permitted by 28-7a(5).

Sec. 28-14. Windloads.

For the purpose of design, wind pressure shall be taken upon the gross area of the vertical
projection of all signs and sign structures at not less than fifteen (15) pounds per square foot for
those p011ions above the ground. In calculating wind pressure on curved surfaces such as
cylindrical or spherical signs or sign structures, this pressure shall be assumed to act on six­
tenths of the projected area. In all open frame signs or sign structures, the area used in computing
wind pressure shall be one-halftimes the net area of the framing members exposed to the wind.

Sec. 28-15. Nonconforming and abandoned or obsolete signs.

(a) The lawful use of a sign exactly as the sign existed on the date of this amendment
may be continued, except as otherwise provided in this chapter, although that sign
does not conform with this chapter. It is the intent of this chapter, however, to
recognize the eventual elimination, as expeditiously as is reasonable, of such
lawful nonconforming signs.

(b) A nonconforming sign:

(1) Shall not be structurally altered so as to prolong the life of the sign or to
change the shape, size, type, or design of the sign, or in any way that
would increase the degree or extent of non-conformity of such sign;

(2) Shall not be expanded or relocated;
(3) Shall not be reestablished after damage or destruction, if the estimated

expense of reconstruction exceeds fifty (50) percent of the appraised
replacement cost as determined by the building official;

(c) A sign that advertises a product that is no longer made or that advertises a
business that has closed or ceased operations or ceased conducting business shall
be deemed to be abandoned or obsolete. Abandonment or obsolescence of a non­
conforming sign shall terminate immediately the right to maintain such a sign,
subject to the following requirements:

(1) An abandoned or obsolete sign and its suppol1ing structure shall be
removed by the property owner or lessee of the premises upon which the
sign is located when the business which it advel1ises is no longer
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conducted on the premises within ten (10) days after written notice from
the City Manager or his or her designee.

(2) A sign that is in conformity with the other provisions of these regulations
may remain in place if such sign is obscured by the use of a blank panel
at1ached within the frame of the sign and shall be permitted to remain for a
period not to exceed one hundred and twenty (120) days.

(3) Where a successor to an inactive business agrees, within thiliy days of the
date of written notice by the neighborhood services director or his or her
designee, to maintain the sign as provided for by these regulations, this
removal requirement shall not apply, but only if and to the extent that the
existing sign and structure conforms to all CUtTent sign requirements.

(d) Any illegal non-conforming signs that exist on the effective date of this
amendment shall be removed immediately upon the effective date of this
amendment shall be replaced by signs that conform to these regulations.

Sec. 28-16. Appeals.

(a) Appeal from the ruling of any officer, department, board or bureau of the city
concerning the enforcement of the provisions of this chapter may be made by any
aggrieved party within thiliy (30) days of the ruling to the zoning board of
appeals, sitting as an administrative appeal board under this ordinance.

(b) The Zoning Board of Appeals shall have the authority to:

(1) COtTect etTors in the application of this chapter by administrative officials;
(2) Interpret the provisions of this chapter; and
(3) Grant variance relief from the provisions of this chapter. Variance relief

may be granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals upon the following
affirmative findings of practical difficulty:

A. That the request is based upon circumstances or features that are
exceptional and unique to the property and do not result from conditions
that exist generally in the City or that are self-created;

B. That the failure to grant relief will unreasonably prevent or limit the use of
the property and will result in substantially more than mere inconvenience
or inability to attain a higher economic or financial return; and

C. That the grant of relief will not result in a use or structure that is
incompatible with or unreasonably interferes with adjacent or sUlTounding
properties, will result in substantial justice being done to both the
applicant and adjacent or sUtTounding properties, and is not inconsistent
with the spirit and intent of this chapter.
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(c) The zoning board of appeals may revoke any grant of a variance for violation of
such grant upon the giving of thirty (30) days' notice of such violation to the
owner of the premises and a hearing held thereon.

(d) Upon receipt of an application for an appeal, interpretation, or vanance, one
notice that a request has been received shall be published in a newspaper of
general circulation in the City and shall be sent by mail or personal delivery to the
owners of the property for which the request is being considered, to all persons to
whom real property is assessed within 300 feet of the boundary of the property in
question, and to the occupants of all structures within 300 feet. Such notice shall
be given not less than 15 days before the date of the hearing. If the name of an
occupant is not lmown, the term "occupant" may be used in making notification.
Notification need not be given to more than one occupant of a structure, except
that if a structure contains more than one dwelling unit or spatial area owned or
leased by different individuals, partnerships, businesses, or organizations, one
occupant of each unit or spatial area shall receive notice. In the case of a single
structure containing more than four dwelling units or other distinct spatial areas
owned or leased by different individuals, partnerships, businesses, or
organizations, notice may be given to the manager or owner of the structure who
shall be requested to post a notice at the primary entrance to the structure. The
notice shall:

(1) Describe the nature of the variance or appeal
(2) Indicate the property which is the subject of the request;
(3) State when and where the request will be considered;
(4) Indicate when and where written comments will be received concerning
the request.

Sec. 28-17. Violations; signs in violation declared public nuisance.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct, maintain, enlarge, alter,
move, or convert any sign in the city, or cause or pennit the same to be done on
his property contrary to or in violation of any of the provisions of this chapter.

(b) Any sign which is erected, constructed, maintained, enlarged, altered, moved, or
convetied in violation of any of the provisions of this chapter is hereby declared
to be a public nuisance per se, and may be abated by order of any court of
competent jurisdiction.

(c) In addition to the remedies otherwise provided, the city may remove and dispose
of an unlawful sign on public property.

(d) Any person, firm or corporation determined to have been in violation of the
provisions of this chapter shall be responsible for a municipal civil infraction and
subject to the provisions of section 1-11 of this Code.
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PART II

Savings Clause. That the amendment of the Novi Code of Ordinances set forih in this
Ordinance does not affect or impair any act done, offense committed, or right accruing, accrued,
or acquired or liability, penalty, forfeiture or punishment, pending or incurred prior to the
amendment of the Novi Code of Ordinances set forih in this Ordinance.

PART III

Severability. That should any section, subdivision, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance be
declared by the courts to be invalid, the validity of the Ordinance as a whole, or in pari, shall not
be affected other than the pmt invalidated.

PART IV

Repealer. All other Ordinances or paris of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed
only to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect.

PART V

Effective Date: Publication. That the provisions of this Ordinance shall become effective
fifteen (15) days after its adoption and shall be published within 15 days of its adoption by
publication of a brief notice in a newspaper circulated in the City, stating the date of enactment
and the effective date of the ordinance, a brief statement as to the subject matter of this
Ordinance and such other facts as the Clerk shall deem pertinent, and that a copy of the
Ordinance is available for public use and inspection at the office of the City Cleric

CERTIFICATION

It is hereby certified that the foregoing Ordinance was adopted by the Novi City Council,
Oakland County, Michigan, at a meeting of the Council duly called and held on the __ day of
______, 2008.

CITY OF NOVI

By: _
Maryanne Cornelius, City Clerk

ADOPTED:

EFFECTIVE:

PUBLISHED:

1033804
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